A Framework: Last Days
and the House of Prayer
A selection of key passages from the New
American Standard with select commentary
Laird Pearcy
2018

Table of Contents
Introduction ................................................................................................................................................... 8
A Framework for the last of the last days ................................................................................................. 8
Big Pieces of the Puzzle .......................................................................................................................... 11
Labor Pains come before Birth ........................................................................................................... 11
Great & Terrible Day .......................................................................................................................... 12
National Israel is a “must have” .......................................................................................................... 12
Night and Day Prayer According to David – a short history .............................................................. 13
Basic Propositions affecting the Framework .......................................................................................... 20
Only one path for Salvation? Yes ....................................................................................................... 20
Missing and Concealed Information? Yes .......................................................................................... 20
Long Way Off? - No ........................................................................................................................... 21
Completely Mysterious and Unknowable? - No ................................................................................. 21
Simplicity over Complexity? - Yes ..................................................................................................... 22
Head for the Hills? - No ...................................................................................................................... 22
Revelation 1: John’s calling to prophecy on the end times ......................................................................... 23
Revelation 2-3: Jesus’ 7 letters to 7 churches – You must persevere! ........................................................ 24
Revelation 4-5: Jesus takes the scroll from the Father ................................................................................ 27
Revelation 6-22: Jesus’ battle plan to cleanse the earth .............................................................................. 29
Chronological - Revelation 6: Seal judgments ....................................................................................... 29
Angelic Explanation - Revelation 7: Protection ..................................................................................... 30
Chronological - Revelation 8-9: Trumpet Judgments ............................................................................. 31
Angelic Explanation – Revelation 10-11:14: Direction .......................................................................... 33
Chronological - Revelation 11:15: Second Coming ............................................................................... 35
Angelic Explanation - Revelation 12-14: Confrontation ........................................................................ 35
Chronological - Revelation 15-16: Bowl judgments .............................................................................. 40
Angelic Explanation - Revelation 17-18: Seduction............................................................................... 41
Chronological - Revelation 19-21:8 – Triumphal entry.......................................................................... 44
Angelic Explanation - Revelation 21:9-22:5 – Reconstruction & Millennial Temple ........................... 48
Genesis to Jude ........................................................................................................................................... 50
Gen 3:8-9 .................................................................................................................................................... 50
Gen 3:15 ...................................................................................................................................................... 50
2|LastThingsScriptures

Version 2018

Gen 17:5-6 .................................................................................................................................................. 50
Gen 22:3, 14 ................................................................................................................................................ 50
Gen 28:11-12, 17, 19 .................................................................................................................................. 50
Gen 39:4-6 .................................................................................................................................................. 51
Exo 25:8-9................................................................................................................................................... 51
Exo 33:11 .................................................................................................................................................... 51
Num 12:6-8 ................................................................................................................................................. 51
1Sam 7:1-2 .................................................................................................................................................. 51
1Sam 13:14 ................................................................................................................................................. 52
2Sam 5:6-7 .................................................................................................................................................. 52
2Sam 6:17 ................................................................................................................................................... 52
2Sam 6:22 ................................................................................................................................................... 52
2Kings 19:35 ............................................................................................................................................... 52
1Chr 9:33 .................................................................................................................................................... 52
1Chr 16:4, 8-10 ........................................................................................................................................... 53
1Chr 16:11-12 ............................................................................................................................................. 53
1Chr 23:5 .................................................................................................................................................... 53
1Chr 25:1-7 ................................................................................................................................................. 53
1Chr 28:12-13, 19 ....................................................................................................................................... 53
2Chr 8:11 .................................................................................................................................................... 54
2Chr 20:27-29 ............................................................................................................................................. 54
2Chr 29:1-25 ............................................................................................................................................... 54
Job 7:14 ....................................................................................................................................................... 54
Ezra 9:8-9 .................................................................................................................................................... 54
Psa 2:1-12 ................................................................................................................................................... 55
Psa 5:4 ......................................................................................................................................................... 55
Psa 23: 3-6 .................................................................................................................................................. 55
Psa 24:3-4 ................................................................................................................................................... 56
Psa 27:4-5 ................................................................................................................................................... 56
Psa 27:8 ....................................................................................................................................................... 56
Psa 31:20 ..................................................................................................................................................... 56
Psa 36:7-9 ................................................................................................................................................... 56
3|LastThingsScriptures

Version 2018

Psa 51:10 ..................................................................................................................................................... 57
Psa 55:8-11, 14, 16-17, 19 .......................................................................................................................... 57
Psa 57:7-9 ................................................................................................................................................... 57
Psa 65:1-5 ................................................................................................................................................... 57
Psa 91:3-8 ................................................................................................................................................... 58
Psa 101:7 ..................................................................................................................................................... 58
Psa 103:3 ..................................................................................................................................................... 58
Psa 110:5-6.................................................................................................................................................. 58
Psa 122:1 ..................................................................................................................................................... 59
Psa 122:6-9.................................................................................................................................................. 59
Psa 141:2 ..................................................................................................................................................... 59
Eccl 5:3 ....................................................................................................................................................... 59
Isa 2:1-4 ...................................................................................................................................................... 59
Isa 6:10, 13 .................................................................................................................................................. 60
Isa 9:6-7 ...................................................................................................................................................... 60
Isa 11:6-10 .................................................................................................................................................. 60
Isa 16:5 ........................................................................................................................................................ 61
Isa 24:1-6 .................................................................................................................................................... 61
Isa 26:18 ...................................................................................................................................................... 61
Isa 27:12-13 ................................................................................................................................................ 61
Isa 28:13-22 ................................................................................................................................................ 61
Isa 30:30-32 ................................................................................................................................................ 62
Isa 40:3-5 .................................................................................................................................................... 62
Isa 54:1-4 .................................................................................................................................................... 63
Isa 55:3-4 .................................................................................................................................................... 63
Isa 56:6-7 .................................................................................................................................................... 63
Isa 60:2 ........................................................................................................................................................ 63
Isa 61:8-11 .................................................................................................................................................. 63
Isa 62:1-7 .................................................................................................................................................... 64
Isa 62:8-12 .................................................................................................................................................. 64
Isa 63:1-6 .................................................................................................................................................... 65
Isa. 66:8-9 ................................................................................................................................................... 65
4|LastThingsScriptures

Version 2018

Jer. 17:9 ....................................................................................................................................................... 65
Jer. 23:19-20 ............................................................................................................................................... 66
Jer 30:3, 6-8, 11 .......................................................................................................................................... 66
Jer 30:24-31:2 ............................................................................................................................................. 66
Jer 31:9-10 .................................................................................................................................................. 66
Eze 3:17 ...................................................................................................................................................... 67
Eze 38:1-39:29 ............................................................................................................................................ 67
Eze 40:4-5;43:4-8;44:9;47:1,12 .................................................................................................................. 71
Dan 7:7-14 .................................................................................................................................................. 71
Dan 8:23-25 ................................................................................................................................................ 72
Dan 9:23-9:27 ............................................................................................................................................. 73
Dan 10:13 .................................................................................................................................................... 74
Dan 11:36-12:12 ......................................................................................................................................... 74
Hos 2:14-20................................................................................................................................................. 76
Joel 2:1-3:21................................................................................................................................................ 76
Amos 8:9-14................................................................................................................................................ 79
Amos 9:9-15................................................................................................................................................ 80
Hab 2:1-8 .................................................................................................................................................... 80
Zeph 1:7, 12, 2:3 ......................................................................................................................................... 81
Hag 2:6-8 .................................................................................................................................................... 81
Zech 12:1-14 ............................................................................................................................................... 81
Zech 13:8-9 ................................................................................................................................................. 83
Zech 14:1-21 ............................................................................................................................................... 83
Mal 1:11 ...................................................................................................................................................... 84
Mal 3:1-3..................................................................................................................................................... 84
Matt 6:9-10.................................................................................................................................................. 85
Matt 12:29 ................................................................................................................................................... 85
Matt 17:11-13.............................................................................................................................................. 85
Matt 19:28 ................................................................................................................................................... 85
Matt 22:37-38.............................................................................................................................................. 85
Matt 23:37-39.............................................................................................................................................. 86
Matt 24:1-25:46 .......................................................................................................................................... 86
5|LastThingsScriptures

Version 2018

Mark 4:11-12 .............................................................................................................................................. 90
Mark 4:3-8 .................................................................................................................................................. 91
Mark 4:25 .................................................................................................................................................... 91
Mark 7:20-23 .............................................................................................................................................. 91
Mark 13:1-36 .............................................................................................................................................. 91
Luke 17:22-37 ............................................................................................................................................. 93
Luke 21:5-36 ............................................................................................................................................... 94
John 14:12 ................................................................................................................................................... 95
John 17:23 ................................................................................................................................................... 95
Acts 3:21 ..................................................................................................................................................... 95
Acts 13:1-2 .................................................................................................................................................. 95
Acts 15:16-18 .............................................................................................................................................. 96
Rom 1:16..................................................................................................................................................... 96
Rom. 6:23.................................................................................................................................................... 96
Rom 11:11-18 ............................................................................................................................................. 96
Rom 11:25:27.............................................................................................................................................. 97
1Cor 2:8 ...................................................................................................................................................... 97
1Cor 2:14 .................................................................................................................................................... 97
1Cor 4:6 ...................................................................................................................................................... 97
1Cor 14:29 .................................................................................................................................................. 97
1Cor 15:1-4 ................................................................................................................................................. 97
1Cor 15:22-26 ............................................................................................................................................. 98
1Cor 15:36-54 ............................................................................................................................................. 98
2 Cor. 1:20 .................................................................................................................................................. 99
2Cor 12:9-10 ............................................................................................................................................... 99
Eph 5:14 ...................................................................................................................................................... 99
Col 2:18..................................................................................................................................................... 100
1Thes 4:13-5:11 ........................................................................................................................................ 100
2Thes 1:5-10 ............................................................................................................................................. 101
2Thes 2:1-12 ............................................................................................................................................. 101
2Tim 2:15 .................................................................................................................................................. 102
2Tim 3:1-9 ................................................................................................................................................ 102
6|LastThingsScriptures

Version 2018

2Tim 4:3-4 ................................................................................................................................................ 103
Heb 12:1 .................................................................................................................................................... 103
2Pet 3:3-10 ................................................................................................................................................ 103
Jude 4-5, 10-14, 16-19 .............................................................................................................................. 104
Story line ................................................................................................................................................... 105
Assumptions.......................................................................................................................................... 105
Revelation 1-5 ....................................................................................................................................... 105
Seal Judgments – Revelation 6 ............................................................................................................. 108
Protection – Revelation 7 ...................................................................................................................... 111
Trumpet Judgments – Revelation 8-9 ................................................................................................... 112
Direction – Revelation 10-11:14 ........................................................................................................... 113
Second Coming – Revelation 11:15...................................................................................................... 114
Confrontation – Revelation 12-14......................................................................................................... 115
Bowl Judgments – Revelation 15-16 .................................................................................................... 117
Seduction – Revelation 17-18 ............................................................................................................... 118
Triumphal Entry – chapters 19-21:8 ..................................................................................................... 119
Reconstruction – Revelation 21:9-22:5................................................................................................. 120
Summary ............................................................................................................................................... 120
Quick Look ........................................................................................................................................... 122

7|LastThingsScriptures

Version 2018

Introduction
Why study the last of the last days? The arrogant have it all worked out and the ignorant,
likewise, have it all worked out – at least to their satisfaction. Of course, neither arrogance nor
ignorance are kingdom virtues. The Father has a comprehensive plan for the end of the age. He is
not looking for the right answer. He has these. But He is watching for the right heart. Those who
“heed” the revelation given to John the Apostle– they watch over; guard and meditate on the
“end of the age” teaching, they will be blessed. They engage as the story unfolds which is the
point.
This study pulls together passages from numerous chapters of the bible that deal with the “last of
the last days” and attempts to connect them avoiding both arrogance and ignorance. The book of
Revelation is used as an organizing method and is presented first. The other passages gathered
are presented after that in the order they appear in the bible. Footnotes are used to comment and
highlight key aspects of the gathered passages and their potential connection to other verses (cf.
Rev 1:3).
Passages on the House of Prayer have also been included and integrated into the story. It is
prayer that turns out to be a tipping point for the Father’s decision to release the “last of the last
days” and also the management tool that the Father uses for this season. The flagship of the
prayer movement at the end of the age is the restored Davidic tabernacle or House of Prayer as
God described it to Isaiah. It releases the end time harvest of great magnitude and drives the long
awaited outcomes for Israel (cf. Rev 5:8; Matt 6:10; Isa 62:6-7; Acts 15:16-17).

A Framework for the last of the last days
The last book of the bible is called the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It is both a revelation about
Jesus and a revelation about the things that Jesus says are about to come. It is the last of the
canonical books both in terms of probable date written and placement in our bible and thus, the
final written words of Jesus. The book of Revelation was used as the driver for considering “last
things” but many other “last days” related scriptures were included to round out the picture.
Mike Bickle, the director of the Kansas City “International House of Prayer” has suggested a
workable structure for understanding the book of Revelation. It does not answer all questions so
the tension between the clear and the unresolved messages of this book continues. Its basic
structure is described below and the table of contents above has the tags for each of Mike’s
sections.
In Mike’s structure, chapter one provides the introduction of Jesus and His desire to speak to the
seven citywide churches of Asia that were known to the Apostle John. Chapters two and three
describe the spiritual conditions of those seven churches. In chapter four John is invited to see
the heavenly courts and the One sitting on the throne. A milestone has been reached; an initiation
is beginning and Jesus is introduced as the worthy One to usher in the last events of natural
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history. Jesus takes the scroll in chapter five from the Father’s hand. The tipping point for the
end of the age has been reached. The prayers of the saints have filled the bowls which the elders
around the throne are holding. The battle plan of Jesus and the scroll is made public in chapters
six through twenty-two with John’s summary comments following.
The battle plan has five chronological sections and five parenthetical sections that are
interspersed between chronological sections. These breakouts are reflected in the table of
contents above. The angel who is taking John on the tour of events uses the parenthetical
sections to provide commentary to help John grasp the stunning nature of what he is seeing in the
chronological sections--to fill in the blanks in his understanding.
The document you are reading, as mentioned, is mostly scripture with some broadly based
commentary to help engage the reader and connect the framework. Using Mike’s basic structure,
it attempts to insert material from other biblical writers into the appropriate chronological or
parenthetical sections of John’s revelation to provide a high level “big picture”.
The book of Revelation in its entirety is included along with many other OT and NT passages
that address the last days. It is a selected list of scriptures that are included in this document. In
reality, there are many more passages that reflect on the topic directly or indirectly. A suggested
story line is provided followed by a one page graphic time line at the end. It is only a
“suggested” story line for the reason given above. No one has the last days worked out. No one
has a “perfect” integration for all the last days’ passages. Much has been written on this topic
through the years and this is meant to be an “introduction” or “framework” to the topic not a
compendium of the available material.
Only a measure of insight is actually on the table in this age. It is sufficient to compel us to
action but leaves much that waits to be clarified. God tells Aaron and Miriam that He speaks in
“dark sayings”. Jesus tells His disciples that this manner of revelation continues. He too speaks
in parables or dark sayings. He explains much to His disciples. Yet even His disciples aren’t
always given the understanding they want. Jesus gives them many parables without comment.
The apostles seek, knock and ask like everyone else to gain insight (cf. Num 12:8; Matt 13:35
from Psa 78; Mark 4:11, 33-34; Acts 1:7; Matt 7:7).
This is how He runs the kingdom! It is normal Christianity. Jesus makes truth both easy and
difficult and there is always a measure of obscurity that draws the seeker to keep seeking. He
hasn’t changed. This is foundational to understanding all scriptures, not just the book of
Revelation. If we miss this dynamic, we will struggle in our study of the bible in general and the
book of Revelation specifically. Faith, “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen (Heb 11:1)” is still required. We see in part (cf. 1Cor 13:9).
True insight does come to the saints. Understanding is not necessarily given to bright saints but
to childlike ones as Jesus notes! "21 At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and
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said, "I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from
the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was wellpleasing in Your sight (Luke 10:21).” Yet all saints must be transformed by the renewing of their
minds. The goal is to be childlike in faith not childish – undisciplined, foolish, and ignorant (cf.
1Cor 2:14; Rom 12:2)!
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Humility comes before honor and most likely
before true insight. The path to comprehension has many steps (cf. Prv 1; 1Pet 5:5-7).
Jesus plays hide and seek with us. However, like a loving father with a young child, He plays in
such a way as to be found by those who love Him and want Him. Everyone else struggles with
the scriptures and comes away empty! God has supernaturally built all of this into the fabric of
His scriptures. It is not a magical book but it is certainly not a normal book. It is alive (cf. Pro
25:2; John 5:39-40; Heb 4:12).
Peter is given the opportunity to bail out in John 6:54 over Jesus’ odd invitation to eat His body
and drink His blood. Though perplexed, he chooses wisely to accept Jesus and His words. Other
disciples do not and leave. This same dynamic occurs when we consider the “last days”.
Remaining faithful in the midst of uncertainty, the peculiar or in the midst of less than optimal
information is essential. Peter’s approach is always appropriate.
Some grow exasperated by the tension between clarity and mystery and choose to disengage.
They are content to have the book of Revelation but pass over it whenever they open the
scriptures. “It will all work out in the end” is a common mantra for this group. Indeed all the
pieces of the puzzle will be fully known at the end but the opportunity to choose and obey will
be lost at some point. Not everything is literal. Not everything is symbolic. Sometimes an event
contains both. And some items that are obviously symbolic to us may actually turn out to be
clear speech to the surprise of many.
There is a tension between the two – clarity and mystery – and there is no comprehensive
methodology or set of scientific, theological or philosophical rules to resolve this tension. Some
try to force clarity by imposing a given methodology or theology or use an “authoritative”
proclamation to bring clarity. This solves some of the tension and creates a measure of
theological confidence but sadly, it can also produce an incomplete or skewed picture of what
Jesus intends to do. Mystery cannot be wholly resolved. Human nature wants control and
desperately tries to remove such tension and eliminate mystery and tension. It has not succeeded
in past generations and will not be allowed to do so in the future. Individual engagement and
faith will always be required.
John’s book of Revelation has a grand mix of clear speech, metaphors, symbols, and allegory.
Readers of John’s Revelation should start with words as clear speech and only move to other
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figures of speech when the context calls for it. They must realize that as they leave behind clear
speech, clarity goes down and the risk for misunderstanding and misapplication goes up.
Yet, Jesus wants us to engage. He has truth for us with important consequences. At the outset of
the book of Revelation, Jesus instructs His readers to read, hear, and “watch over or guard” the
words He gives. It is not a “curiosity” but a call to action. This has been true for two millennia,
but is especially true of the last generation that will walk through these events and greatly need
understanding.
There is an elephant in the room that undercuts the call to be “alert and watch” for the signs of
Jesus’ return. Why watch for an unknowable and surprise event? The day is not known – even to
Jesus. Only the Father knows. However, it is not known because the Father has not released the
last sequence of events surrounding the return of Christ.
A great deal is known about these events and their timing relative to one another. Study to know
these actions is significant. What is missing is the initiation point and only the Father knows this.
Consequently, the day and hour is not known. When the Father releases the countdown, years of
events running up to and including the return of Jesus will be known to the saints. They will not
be left in the dark.

Big Pieces of the Puzzle
There will be a second coming of Christ. There is certainly debate around the details, but
Christians know that Jesus is returning. His kingdom is coming to earth.
Jesus provided critical information concerning the “last days”. One of the most significant pieces
of information might not immediately be considered as critical but it provides a great deal of
insight. It concerns the process of birth. Jesus described the last days experience as “birth pangs”
(Matt 24:9).
Labor Pains come before Birth
It is hoped that pregnancy should be obvious to almost all. Labor, however, has an expected yet
somewhat surprising start with uneven contractions at first. First time mothers often
misunderstand early or intermittent contractions in their pregnancy as labor. These usually less
painful uterine contractions known as “Braxton Hicks” can actually happen throughout
pregnancy. In the early stages of true labor, it is still possible to finish up last minute
preparations. But soon contractions demand attention. And then “getting through” becomes
consuming for most. Training, preparation and a fully engaged husband definitely helps! Jesus is
certainly fully engaged and He is working on the training and preparation of His bride. She is not
convinced that labor is coming when actually it is now upon her. She is unprepared, largely
disengaged and confused, waiting for the heavenly moment when she is with the Lord, and
disregarding the process to get there. Jesus is fully aware of this and is working with His bride
with great kindness as the hour approaches.
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When labor is in full swing, contractions steadily increase and grow in severity with fewer and
shorter rest periods in between until the crowning moment and birth — with no escape! The day
of the Lord or season of the bridegroom God, will have this flavor – obvious pregnancy, labor
expectations, contractions, periods of rest, faster and more intense contractions with less rest
between events, and then the bride will be ready; free from all her distractions with a victorious
testimony, focused on the goal. No woman in her right mind would awake being completely
surprised to having a baby in her arms. Likewise, the bride of Christ will be fully present and
attentive. God will give His Son no other bride.
Great & Terrible Day
The day of the Lord is coming. Joel calls it the “great and terrible” day of the Lord. It is not one
followed by the other, but both in concert together; and it is not sequential as we tend to think.
The day of the Lord is not simply a season of doom and gloom followed by fair skies. Great
fictional writers often follow this kind of story line – the desperate struggle followed by
marvelous deliverance at the last possible moment. But God has something different in mind (cf.
Joel 2:11).
Isaiah’s dawn rises against the dark backdrop and figuratively never sets. The day and night
compete for a short season. The night gets darker and darker for those who do not love the light.
Desperation will grow until it is swept away by the overwhelming light of Jesus which will
appear as the thin sliver of dawn at first, mount up, abide and overflow with signs and wonders
into the age to come. The darkness will end in final destruction and the dawn in glory that
follows glory (cf. Isa 60:1).
National Israel is a “must have”
In 1948 Israel was reestablished as a national entity on parts of the land of ancient Israel.
Jerusalem was retaken in 1967. After 2,000 years of dispersion, the Jews are once again on their
land. No ancient people has been taken from their cultural setting and ever survived. Israel is
unique in this respect. There are many last day promises that are directly tied to the nation of
Israel. It was last destroyed in 70 AD and then the Jews completely removed from the land in
132 AD.
This is not to suggest that Israel is now righteous. The vast majority are still in unbelief and act
accordingly but they are back on the land as a nation. It is a down payment of a future righteous
Israel that is in the making. The discipline of Israel is God’s responsibility. Nations that try to
force their own agenda have always and will always suffer for their impertinence and will do so
again in the last days (Joel 3:2). Nations and leaders ought to take heed.
Early persecution of the church came at the hands of the Jews but soon enough the shoe was on
the other foot and it is fair to say that “church” persecution of Jews was overwhelmingly more
brutal and wide spread and lasted much longer and still exists in some quarters -- to our shame.
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Since Judaism is vilified in the eyes of the church, it is not too difficult to embrace the view of
replacement theology.
Since Israel is faithless, according to this view, all the promises should now be applied to the
faithful church. There is no longer a need for a literal Israel and God takes no pleasure in the
current Jewish aspirations for a homeland. The church is the new Israel of God.
The Old Testament fell in honor and significance while the New Testament grew in esteem.
In AD 144, Marcion advanced his belief that Jesus was the savior sent by God, and Paul the
Apostle was his chief apostle, but Marcion rejected the Hebrew Bible and the God of Israel. To
accomplish this misdirection, the promises to national Israel are greatly spiritualized and
consequently the last days events become very obscure. Replacement theology is scandalous and
has helped support terrible evil over the last 2,000 years. This theology should be completely
rejected.
Since 1948, national Israel’s survival has been nothing short of miraculous given the clearly
hostile actions of all its neighbors. And they have prospered greatly and live in unwalled cities as
Ezekiel saw. Jesus told the disciples that the wide-ranging and amazing events of the last days
would happen in one generation and that the centerpiece of the action would be Israel – literal
Israel, not figurative or symbolic (cf. Ez 38:10; Mark 13:30).
It is reasonable to ask, “How long is a generation?”, but the bible is not definitive on this point.
God has the children of Israel wander in the wilderness for forty years until that rebellious
generation had died. Moses said that a man’s lifespan would be seventy years or eighty with
strength. In Genesis, Abraham was told that his offspring would come back to the land in 400
years after the sin of the Amorites was complete. Abraham was told that they must wait 4
generations. The Genesis account appears to be the longest--100 years (cf. Num 23:13; Ps
90:10; Gen 15:13, 16).
The beginning of the last of the last generations is not given in scripture. A good candidate is the
birth of Israel in 1948. Some have suggested the capture of Jerusalem in 1967 and it could be
some other Jewish event that marks the beginning of the last generation. The “last generation”
shot clock is related to the reestablished nation of Israel and timing appears to be a matter of
decades not centuries or millennia. God still has a remarkable plan for Israel.
Without Israel, it will be impossible to make sense of the “last days”. And the recovery of Israel
is directly connected to the functioning of David’s tabernacle.
Night and Day Prayer According to David – a short history
Adam has an amazing degree of friendship with God but sin completely devastates this
experience. Adam is hiding, lost and afraid. God begins to call to him. So the story of restoration
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and reconciliation opens. The Lord begins to unfold His plan for correcting the issue of sin step
by step (Gen 3:8-9, 15).
Abraham

He calls Abraham, covenants with him and shows him the land that will be given to his
offspring, promising him that nations will come from him. As a young man, Isaac, Abraham’s
son, experiences his father’s incredible obedience and God’s great mercy in providing a sacrifice
in the location of His choosing – Mount Moriah that later becomes part of the city of David,
Jerusalem. It is a place of provision. Later, Isaac’s son Jacob - who has rough edges as his name
suggests, has a powerful dream and revelation. It turns out that God’s house is a place of
revelation – angelic messengers coming down and reports going up – the gate of heaven. Jacob
calls this place, the House of God or “Bethel”. It later becomes a city of note (cf. Gen 17:6; Gen
22:2-19).
Moses

Several hundred years later, Moses arrives. He is given a divine idea. God shows him the pattern
for the tent of meeting. What stood out however, is “separation” not relationship. Holiness is key
and a defining characteristic. The High Priest could only come once a year into the Holy of
Holies. Coming unannounced meant death. The Levites could not even see the holy artifacts of
the tent or would die. The Levites in turn camp around the tent of meeting to help protect the
people from inappropriate access and death. The Israelites coming out of Egypt are very
unfaithful – zero holiness, and relationship with God in His presence will take time to recover.
God is watching for hearts (cf. Exo 25:8-9; Lev 16:34; Lev 16:2; Amos 5:25-27).
Moses, of course, has a profoundly different experience personally. He has tremendous personal
contact with God and this clearly vexes many. He is the friend of God. What is so unique about
Moses? He has 40 years of wilderness preparation beyond his formal training in the house of
Pharaoh. Years of adversity and difficulty prepare his heart. He was later marked as the
“meekest” man on the face of the earth at that time (cf. Num 12:3)
It would be David several hundred years later who got the next divine idea. He is a man after
God’s own heart and likewise has adversity and difficulty. He will pick up where Moses left off
in building the earthly tabernacle and he reveals a somewhat hidden dimension of God. He is
actually a God who desires intimacy – all day and all night (cf. Exo 33:11; 1Sam 13:14; 1Chr
28:19; 2Sam 6:22; Psa 27:4)!
David

David is given a divine revelation for worship and prayer (1Chr 28:19) – the House of Prayer
(HOP). The Ark is no longer in Moses’ tent of meeting. It is being kept in storage at Abinadab’s
home. He has the Jebusites ejected from Jerusalem, the location of God’s choosing. David brings
the neglected Ark of the Testimony or Ark of the Covenant and places it there. The Ark is
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housed in a simple tent. And it was likely part of David’s house or compound. The Ark is where
God met with Moses “face to face” (cf. 2Sam 5:6-7; 2Chr 8:11). Yet, it is now accessible to all!
Strangely, Moses’ tent of meeting continues to operate independently in Gibeon without the ark.
For 43 years David’s tent and Moses’ tent are separate. Asaph runs David’s tent in Jerusalem and
Zadoc runs Moses’ tent at Gibeon. It appears that everyone collectively, blinks! No one seems
surprised that Moses’ tent does not have the most sacred and significant artifact - the Ark, where
God’s presence is manifest (cf. Exo 25:22; 1Sam 7:1; 1Chr 21:29; 1Chr 16:5; 1Chr 16:39).
David sees 24/7 intercessory worship before the throne. God is seated on the mercy seat atop the
Ark of the Covenant between the Cherubim. David appoints 288 prophetic singers, 4000 band
members and 4000 gatekeepers to provide perpetual worship and intercession around the Ark.
David asks that his prayer would be as incense before the Lord and the lifting up of his hands
(worship) as an offering. Transition from Moses to David is in the air but it will not be until
Jesus’ death and resurrection that the transition is completed (cf. Psa 141:2)!
The number of musicians and singers in David’s tabernacle allows for 24/7 coverage. There are
shifts or teams. There is no mention of how often the “lot” is recast or how many are on a team.
These Levites are “full time” in David’s tent. Their former assignments are picked up by others.
David wants these teams focused. (cf. 1Chr 9:33; 1Chr 25:1-7; 1Chr 23:5).
Asaph and his relatives are appointed to minister to the Lord. The word “minister” is a
translation of the Hebrew word Sharath – the pleasant and deeply satisfying service that is
rendered to the Lord. The word is first used of Joseph’s service (ministry) to the Egyptian
Captain of the Guard, and later to the jailer. They are so pleased with Joseph that they leave
everything in his care. They only concerned themselves with eating (cf. Gen 39:4-6)!
God is the audience of One, the focus of “sharath”. The Levites are to do it literally “before the
face of the Ark”. They sing, declare and pray what would have been the scriptures available to
David plus his own Psalms. The “sharath of the Lord” is the central premise of David’s tent
(cf. 1Chr 16:4, 8-10; 1Chr 16:11-12).
David sees the beauty of God in his tent. Intimacy with God is David’s greatest testimony. He
cares about the laws of God but they flow out of his experience of God’s beauty. As Paul would
later say, the law is a “guardian or tutor” pointing to a time when a son comes of age in his
father’s home. The son’s motivation differs from that of the slave. The Son loves the Father.
David was God’s son. It is a heart issue and behavior follows heart. Intimacy is the language of
the tent.
David knows that the only ones who would come and dwell in God’s courts are those whose
hearts and hands God has cleansed and those whose hearts and hands are kept clean by God. All
other people with a different heart can’t dwell with God. They move on. David applies the same
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logic to his kingdom operation and his personal house that God uses for His House (cf. Psa
31:20; Psa 24:3-4; Psa 51:10; Psa 101:7; Psa 5:4-5).
Amazingly, David’s tent is not simply for the singers and band members. It is not simply for
David. The whole community now has access to the Lord, not merely the high priest at a set
time. It is for the community of faith. They gather together to minister to the Lord. Moses
requires all the men to come at least 3 times a year regardless of where they lived (Exo 23:17). It
is not about convenience.
This is a profound change from Moses’ time. Israel isn’t more holy and God isn’t
accommodating sin. Yet David is a witness to the people: a forgiven heart with access. It is a
sign of the things to come.
God is the focus of the tent but the side benefits are amazing. David’s tent is a place of refuge
from threats, disappointments and the conspiracies of men, a place of provision and restoration.
Criticism is no stranger to David but he is able in God’s tent to work through both words and
actions planned against him (cf. Psa 23:3).
Mutual edification follows those committed to “sharath”. They worship, sing and pray together
and are usually close friends. There are failures in fellowship but fellowship in the house remains
sweet to those given to that lifestyle and heart. It is expected. It is a natural outcome of David’s
tent. Those who draw near to God draw near to one another as well. The Apostle John later
expresses this in his first letter. “But if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we
have fellowship with one another … (1 Jn. 1:7)” (cf. Psa 55:14-16; Psa 122:1; 1John 1:6-10).
God’s presence is a source of abundance and delight. David’s tent is a place of revelation and
insight – just like Jacob discovered. God’s light floods the atmosphere there. What is generally
available to the community of faith is enhanced in God’s presence and His presence is supremely
available in David’s tent. As David notes, it is for all “men” – all “adam” mankind. It is an echo
of the promise given to Abraham who will be a blessing to the nations (cf. Psa 36:7-9; Psa 57:79).
It is revealed to David that “all men” from all the nations are drawn by God to come pray. This is
by design. Some resist. Some stop in and leave. Others decide to come and pray and end up
dwelling in God’s house. They are satisfied. Satisfaction is, of course, infectious. All men are
hard wired to seek God in prayer whether it is a sincere prayer or a “foxhole” prayer to escape
something. God hears prayer. The God who answers prayer, forgives iniquity and blesses,
opening the door for relationship and dwelling. David’s tent is like a midwife – facilitating an
encounter with the One who is drawing and waiting to hear from men and who awesomely
answers (signs and wonders). It is a clear evangelism strategy (cf. Psa 65:2-5; Psa 103:3)!
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David understands that he needs to pray for the prosperity and protection of his city – Jerusalem.
He realizes that if Jerusalem prospers, his brothers in the city would prosper and even more
importantly, God’s house, David’s tent benefits as well. The city belongs to God and David
actively seeks its welfare. The welfare of the city is tied to the welfare of the House of Prayer! It
is a city strategy!
All is not rosy in the city. And the assault is operating from within and not simply coming from
the outside. David understands that his city is regularly under siege. Mischief and evil operates in
the city day and night just like David's tent – round the clock. He cries out in his tent and asks
God to mute the effect of those who are bringing destruction to his city. He prays for confusion
and division amongst his enemies and the enemies of God. David is a watchman for Jerusalem.
The watchman has two functions. He is like Ezekiel, who watches for the unseen, receives a
message from above and then sounds the warning. He is also like Isaiah who takes the messages
of God already given and warns the saints to cry out for God’s purposes and commitments
through intercession and worship (cf. Isa 62:6-7, Eze 3:17; Psa 55:8-11; Psa 122:6-9; Isa 40:35).
It is clear that evil is never eliminated from the city but David’s tent is a strong deterrent.
Jerusalem and Israel fair badly when David’s tent fails. And when it operates, the fear of the
Lord restrains evil in the region. Even the nations surrounding Israel are reluctant to attack (cf.
2Chr 20:29). It is a regional strategy.
David devoted himself: time, treasure and talent to the Lord and to the HOP. His first priority
was the HOP. He makes dwelling in God’s presence his passion. He is there morning, noon and
night. Even though he is a busy man – husband, father, military leader and political leader, his
focus is the manifest presence of God. He interrupted his time there to faithfully “do life” as
needed (Ps 27:4) rather than doing life and giving God what was left over. This is the opposite
of what is typically seen today. Many do life first and then fit God in when it is convenient (cf.
Psa 23:6)!
From today’s vantage point, we might call David’s heart, First Commandment Christianity! The
Great Devotion comes before and sustains the Great Commission. David is the pioneer.
God told Isaiah years later that David is actually the gold standard for worship and prayer. He is
God’s model and God makes him a leader for the nations – a “witness” or testimony. He is not
just the leader of Israel but the nations (ethnos). He became a model for all the saints. Do it like
David is heaven’s message (cf. Psa 27:4-5; Psa 55:16-17, 19; Isa 55:3-4; Psa 27:8; Gal 4:1-2).
Decline, Restoration and Decline

Solomon built the temple and instructed the people to come and pray in the courtyard while the
Levitical singers played and interceded according to David’s instructions. Sadly, David’s
17 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

experience and tent life, though a commanded practice, dies out - perhaps sometime during the
latter reign of Solomon (cf. 1Chr 16; 1Kings 8:28-30).
It is restored at some point, but restoration is always temporary. The nation turns away
repeatedly. Hezekiah calls the nation back for a season. The Assyrian army is devastating the
norther kingdom and Jerusalem is now in Assyria’s sights! Hezekiah quickly restores the
worship and prayer of David’s tent according to the promise given to Solomon. The singers and
band are restored. The night and day command of David is followed. And during the night
watch, as the praise went up God destroys 185,000 Assyrian troops. Jerusalem is saved (cf.
2Kings 19:35; 2Chr 7:14).
David’s commanded practice fails again under Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh. Ezra and Nehemiah
make the last major attempt to revive the HOP. Three hundred years after Hezekiah, Ezra
himself is now in Judah. The 2nd temple is built but Nehemiah is not there yet and the walls are
still broken down and the gates are burned out ruins. A natural wall for Judah would be a big
undertaking. Yet a revived HOP in Jerusalem does provide Judah such a spiritual wall. (cf.
2Chr 29:1-25; Isa 30:30-32).
Prophets

Two hundred years after David, God commands Isaiah to prophesy. “Go, and tell this people:
'Keep on listening, but do not perceive. Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 10 "Render the
hearts of this people insensitive, their ears dull, and their eyes dim (Isa. 6:9-10)”
As distressing as this must have been to Isaiah, he is stunned by God’s restructured plan for
Israel. Gentiles will be gathered together to staff David’s tent that runs in the courts of Solomon.
God tells Isaiah “For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples (Isa. 56:7)”.
God knows what is coming. Jesus will eliminate the need for sacrifice but the call to “sharath”
never ends. God’s heart for His house is revealed: night and day prayer and worship 24/7, as
David taught, and the gentiles will give God no rest until He makes Jerusalem a praise in all the
earth (Isa 62:6-7)!
God tells Isaiah that He delights in Israel like a bridegroom. It is no longer strictly intimacy that
the Lord desires but the commitment of a bridegroom. This bridegroom God will have a
committed bride, be her king with power and deliver her from all her enemies. They will be
completely judged and destroyed (cf. Isa 56:6-7; Isa 62:8-12; Isa 63:1-6; Rom 1:16; 2Thes 1:510).
Amos anticipates that the restoration of the booth of David (LXX – David’s tabernacle) will be
associated with a time of unparalleled Jewish blessing. The reapers in that season can’t even
finish before the planters arrive for the next season. Israel will be finally undisturbed on their
land (Amos 9:11-15) and dominate its enemies. It is a “last days” expectation.
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Malachi prophesies that there will be incense rising around the nations in God’s day, not simply
in Jerusalem but in “locations” – geographical places in the nations. Isaiah calls it the “last days”
when the mountain of the Lord where the Lord is “sharathed”, rises above all others and all the
nations stream to it (cf. Isa 2:2; Mal 1:11). No more competing false religions!
As is so often the case, no time period for this is given to Isaiah. It is for another day. Isaiah,
however, is given a clue for that time period. Deep darkness will cover the earth in that coming
day.
New Testament

In Jesus’ day, the HOP is but a whisper in history. Jesus affirms the place of personal prayer
and small group prayer and is outraged by the misappropriation of the temple courts for business
rather than the HOP (cf. Matt 6:6; Matt 18:19; Matt 21:13).
Luke writes the book of Acts around A.D. 60 and he records the events around the mission
movement (chapter 13) and the Jerusalem council (chapter 15). Jesus has gone to the cross and is
risen.
As Malachi saw, Paul and Barnabas along with the church in Antioch “sharath” the Lord as
David instructed. The temple is no longer needed. The Levites are no longer needed. Even the
Ark is not needed. Antioch is a gentile city. All that is required is a dedicated group of gentiles
with a burning passion for God’s things and a willingness to sing and pray together night and day
until God finishes His work. Out of this “sharath”, the mission movement is launched (cf. Acts
13:1-2). David’s tent in some measure is operating.
In the Jerusalem counsel, Luke declares the restoration of David’s fallen tabernacle. In addition
to the “sharath” of the Lord, two outcomes naturally follow. First, gentiles, through Christ, will
now cry out to God for a faithful, united, recovered and abundantly blessed, fiery Israel just as
Isaiah and Amos saw (cf. Amos 9:11-15). Secondly, Luke expects David’s restored tabernacle to
cry out for Abraham’s blessing to the nations – drawing the rest of mankind into a great harvest
presumably with signs and wonders as David and Joel saw. (cf. Psa 65:2-5; Joel 2:28-32; Acts
15:16-17).
Luke is encouraged. Jews and Gentiles are coming to Christ in sizeable numbers, as might be
expected. There are signs and wonders occurring. Israel is on the land. The temple is in place.
Surely the return of the Lord is at hand; He who will finish His work, is coming. However,
history shows that the full measure of the restored Davidic tabernacle and its outcomes will be
for another time.
Last Days

The restored tabernacle of David will have all the attributes of the one David first started. God
sets the HOP in motion with David before the church is established and now all the churches can
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participate together in David’s tent experience without regard to theology or practice. It is new to
all. The Church will see an unprecedented move of God driven through corporate Davidic prayer
and worship – dwarfing Acts 2, Joel 2 and all other revivals around the globe. Israel will be
saved. Gentiles will be blessed.
David will have a successor (Jesus) who will dispense justice from David’s tent! The increase of
His government will have no end. The HOP will keep on going (cf. Isa 9:7; Isa 16:5; Rev 21:3).
Without Israel, it will be impossible to make sense of the “last days” and without a dedicated
HOP to bridge Israel’s brokenness, it will be impossible for Israel to recover or to be a blessing
to the nations. And an amazingly great end of the age harvest will also be impossible. But God
will have His way!

Basic Propositions affecting the Framework
Restoration of Davidic worship, the restoration of national Israel and an awareness of the “birth
process” are essential to understanding the “last days”. Beyond this connection, seven general
statements or propositions surrounding His return and the end of the age events should be
highlighted.
Only one path for Salvation? Yes
First, if your view either doesn’t allow for Israel at all, as discussed above, or sends Israel down
a completely independent path of salvation, you should be suspicious. The gospel and storyline
for Jews in general, believing Jews, and believing Gentiles are inseparably linked. “To the Jew
first and also to the Gentile (Rom. 1:16).” It is a family affair and the family will cross the line
together. God will reconcile His family. Salvation is by faith sealed by the Spirit (cf. Eph 2:8-9;
Eph 1:13).
Absenting one family member to the detriment of another is very odd indeed. One of the
distinguishing characteristics of the last days will be the family support for both the natural and
wild branches. It is obvious that the wild branch that has received Christ will need to stand with
the natural branch who are yet to recognize and receive Christ as their hour of trouble and
discipline emerges. Any theology that eliminates, replaces, spiritualizes, or marginalizes Israel
should be suspect. John recorded Satan’s coming vengeful actions “against the woman and her
offspring” and this should be a warning for us. He is not attempting to take out Jews alone. Satan
hates the whole family (cf. Rev 12)!
Missing and Concealed Information? Yes
Second, if your view is completely worked out, as noted in the introduction, beware. “9 He said,
“Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time” (Dan.
12:9). God tells Daniel to seal up parts of the revelation he is given until the “time of the end”.
So the greater clarity will not come until that time frame. The biblical revelation may well be
hidden in plain sight!
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There is no way to know if what we don’t know is significant to our understanding until that
which is hidden has been released. “4 When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about
to write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals of
thunder have spoken and do not write them” (Rev. 10:4). John notes that some detail isn’t
revealed at any time. We just know there is more detail but don’t know the content. Humility
will help minimize this risk of having it “all worked out.”
Long Way Off? - No
Third, if your philosophy on the last days pushes the return of Christ into the distant future, you
should be concerned. Events that are “way in the future” or aren’t “tied to anything in particular”
often are forgotten or neglected. They become only a litmus test for church membership or
belonging to the “faith” and have little or no bearing on how we live today or what we should
expect tomorrow. Apparently, no watchfulness is needed! “Jesus is coming back” is a reassuring
statement but Jesus’ return that is tied to knowable events that are rapidly coming upon us has
much greater urgency and potency.
Jesus says that it is the evil servant (Matt 24:45-48) that falls into the trap of saying, “My master
is not returning for a long time.” Of course it is not just the spoken word or thought of a
disobedient servant that is concerning. He is serving in the master’s house! He has
responsibilities. Yet he believes he is free to do as he pleases. “My time is my own.” “I know
the master is returning and I will respond when he approaches.” The sensible servant followed
the master’s instructions explicitly. He stayed ready, expectant, watching and carried out his
responsibilities. Jesus provides two polar opposite servants to enhance the story and hook the
reader. Which servant will we be?
However, few servants today are purely one or the other. What is far more difficult is when the
sensible servant begins to pick up characteristics of the evil servant. The mixture is hard to notice
at first. Neglect of some of the master’s instructions begins to creep in. A rationalization for this
“perceived neglect” is offered. After all, it is not really neglect, or so we are told. It is simply a
change in focus, a refinement in our thinking. Resources need to be spent differently.
However, neglect is neglect. The master knows His instructions. The servant should know them
too. They are in the book. All servants have this potential to be self-deceived and stop watching.
The heart is desperately wicked (Jer 17:9). The warning parable is very appropriate.
Completely Mysterious and Unknowable? - No
Fourth, if the return of Christ is completely mysterious and unknowable, you should be skeptical.
An uncertain or unknowable return is much like a “way in the future” return. It will not have an
impact on behavior over the long haul or encourage watchfulness. Once again, the evil servant
gains room to operate. We are told to know the times. The season will arrive with appropriate
further instructions – the unveiling of previously misunderstood or mysterious passages. The
clarity needed for that season including timeframes will be released. If no one is watching, then
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no one will get ready nor catch the clarity when it arrives. They will find other things to do –
good or bad—and will experience the master’s displeasure when He returns.
Simplicity over Complexity? - Yes
Fifth, if your view requires complex theological or technical explanations, you should be
troubled. The vast majority of saints down through the ages were not well educated and literate.
They are simple folks looking for a visible return and the beginning of a new era. This is the
primary audience for the scriptures. The more convoluted the explanation the more likely that
key information is still missing and we need to keep watching.
Head for the Hills? - No
Lastly, if your view implies that you should gather your supplies, head for the hills and hunker
down until the trouble passes, you are missing out. While the general maxim, “It’s going to get
darker before it gets lighter” is often quoted, it misses the mark on the last days. This is great
advice for a natural storm but it is completely inappropriate for the supernatural storm that God
drives at the end of the age. If you head for the hills, you will miss the marvelous that is coming.
If the full picture of the last days as presented in scriptures lacks clarity at this point in time, as
implied in this document, then the story outline presented here will surely suffer the same fate.
Everyone loves a Jigsaw puzzle – young and old alike. Studying the big picture and gathering all
the outside edges of the picture is the universal approach to solving a Jigsaw puzzle. Find and
connect them and then begin to work on the middle pieces. Hopefully this document will provide
a framework for thinking about “last days”.
Reader beware. Even this framework has a healthy portion of speculation.
Ask God for insight with a heart to obey. Don’t be constrained to start at the beginning and read
through to the end. Jump in where God directs. As with everything you read, follow the “chicken
soup” philosophy. Eat the meat. Spit out the bones. Enjoy.
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Revelation 1: John’s calling to prophecy on the end times
Rev1:1 ¶ The Revelation of Jesus Christ1, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants,
the things which must shortly take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His
bond-servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ,
even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy,
and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near2. 4 ¶ John to the seven churches
that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come; and
from the seven Spirits who are before His throne; 5 ¶ and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us3, and
released us from our sins by His blood, 6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God
and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, He is
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the
tribes of the earth will mourn over Him4. Even so. Amen. 8 ¶ "I am the Alpha and the Omega,"
says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 9 ¶ I, John, your
brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance5 which are in Jesus,
was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was
in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11
saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to
Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."
12
¶ And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven
golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a
robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle. 14 And His head and
His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; 15 and His
feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was
like the sound of many waters. 16 And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 ¶
1

Rev 1:1--First, this is the Revelation about Jesus and the Revelation that Jesus gives. It is the final book of the
bible and the last written words of Jesus and likely the final, written book of the bible. It is the battle plan
of Jesus. No general would disclose his battle plans but Jesus put it in print 2,000 years before the fact.
Such is His confidence and the strength of His leadership. And secondarily, it records the demise of Satan’s
kingdom. It is not really an epic battle but an epic loss!
2
Rev 1:3--There is a blessing for the one who engages – heeds – watches over or guards the message. It is not a
curiosity for the body of Christ but a blessing and a warning Jesus wants to release. Who will wrestle with
this material and not give up?
3
Rev 1:3--The motivation of the letter is God’s love for us. The bridegroom is directing the last days based on His
loving motivation. His intention is to solemnly yet relentlessly remove all the hindrances to love. The saints
are not caught in God’s fire fight with the forces of darkness and left to the vagaries of chance. When men
plan and execute, collateral damage is quite possible. This is not so with God. Revelation is not something
that is happening “to” us but “for” and “with” us.
4
Rev 1:7--This will not be a secret coming, but a very public and very clear coming. It will cause mourning as the
implication of the pierced Savior returning triumphantly in the sky sinks in.
5
Rev 1:9--The three big attributes of faith: tribulation, “a pressing, pressing together, or pressure”—kingdom,
focused on the King--and perseverance, “a patient, steadfast waiting for”. This is Christianity.
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And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me,
saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and
behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades6. 19 "Write therefore
the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall7 take place
after these things. 20 "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and
the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches8.

Revelation 2-3: Jesus’ 7 letters to 7 churches – You must persevere!
Rev 2:1 ¶ "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in
His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2 ¶ 'I know
your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot endure evil men, and you put to
the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3
and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary. 4
'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.9 5 'Remember therefore from where
you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you, and will
remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent. 6 'Yet this you do have, that you hate
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.' 8 ¶ "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who
was dead, and has come to life, says this: 9 ¶ 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you
are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan. 10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life. 11 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.'10 12 ¶ "And to the angel

6

Rev 1:18--Jesus and Jesus alone has the final say about who lives with Him and who lives apart in Hades and
subsequently the lake of Fire. He alone has the keys. There aren’t many roads to salvation--only One,
Jesus (Acts 4:12).
7
Rev 1:19--There are elements of the past, present and future in John’s revelation.
8
Rev 1:20--Jesus addressed the seven city churches of John’s day. And His words are true for all churches across
the ages. However, his words have a particular emphasis in the last days. Rev 3:10 has not yet been
fulfilled. Worldwide testing is still a future event. The last days churches are in view in a unique way and
the last days church will have the attributes of the churches that John described. It will have mixture!
9
Rev 2:4--Interestingly, from the first church mentioned, the first problem articulated is the loss of ‘first love’.
Christianity is about the kingdom (see Rev 1:9). Jesus is the bridegroom; king and judge (see Isa 62-63).
All three are essential, but the order is significant as well. Intimacy comes first. In the last days, God will
restore the first commandment (Matt 22:37-38) to first place.
10
Rev 2:10-11--Warning: Persevering to the end is a requirement of salvation. God is looking for lifelong lovers
who choose to stay faithful to Him. Marriage is probably the best illustration. Getting married is great--a
day of fanfare, beauty and celebration. Staying married is what counts! It is a continual, day to day, choice
that imperfect creatures must make.
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of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 13 ¶ 'I
know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny
My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you,
where Satan dwells. 14 'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who
hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons
of Israel11, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality. 15 'Thus you also
have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 'Repent therefore; or else
I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. 17
'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name
written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.' 18 ¶ "And to the angel of the
church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like
burnished bronze, says this: 19 ¶ 'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and
perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 20 'But I have this against you,
that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads
My bond-servants astray, so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to
idols. 21 'And I gave her time to repent; and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 22
'Behold, I will cast her upon a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 23 'And I will kill her children with pestilence; and all
the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each
one of you according to your deeds12. 24 'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do
not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place
no other burden on you. 25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 'And he who
overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the
nations; 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to
pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star.
29
'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 3:1 ¶ "And to the angel
of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this:
'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 'Wake up, and
strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds
Rev 2:14--Balaam’s premise: if Israel walked in sin, then God would have to ultimately destroy them. Leading
bond-servants astray and forcing God’s correction or eventually His judgment upon them is how the enemy
wants to work. Immorality, narrowly speaking, is sex outside of the marriage of a man and women, but the
larger application is spiritual unfaithfulness – a devotion to anything other than Jesus that demands or
drives our allegiance.
12
Rev 2:23--Warning: The intentions of your heart matter to God. There is no need to search the mind or heart to
discover the outward signs of devotion or deeds. These are public knowledge before one another and before
the heavenly host. However, our intentions live in our hearts and minds and God reads these too. In time,
inward motives, good and bad, produce outward deeds--all of which are measured by Jesus. The lover
cultivates inner and outer deeds! The Ephesians had outer deeds and perseverance, but had lost love
(intimacy and inner devotion). Isaiah makes it clear that the house of prayer is one place where we
rediscover or discover intimacy! See comments on Isa 62-63.
11
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completed in the sight of My God. 3 'Remember therefore what you have received and heard; and
keep it, and repent. If therefore you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not
know at what hour I will come upon you13. 4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not
soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy. 5 'He who
overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book
of life14, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels. 6 'He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 7 ¶ "And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no
one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: 8 ¶ 'I know your deeds. Behold, I have
put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have
kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of
Satan, who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie-- behold, I will make them to come and
bow down at your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 'Because you have kept the word of
My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come
upon the whole world15, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 11 'I am coming quickly; hold fast
what you have, in order that no one take your crown. 12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a
pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write upon him
the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes
down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 13 'He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.' 14 ¶ "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The
Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15 ¶ 'I know
your deeds that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot. 16 'So because
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth16. 17 'Because you
say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that
Rev 3:3--Warning: The disengaged and casual believer will suffer loss and won’t detect the loss until it is too late.
This is the secret, unobserved operation of the thief! He takes when no one is watching. Watchfulness and
engagement are the only protection from the thief and the only means of staying connected to Jesus.
Passive indifference will lead to loss. This paradigm is particularly true of the lost who will carry on life,
buying and selling; marrying and giving in marriage even during a season of incredible heavenly and
earthly upheaval (Rev 18)
14
Rev 3:5--Warning: A name can be erased from the book of life. This is not hypothetical. It is not just a reference
to the loss of rewards. Sadly, some will be saved as through fire. They will suffer loss but be saved (1Cor
3:15). More grievous still, some will simply walk away from Jesus eternally and become lost forever.
Those who stayed awake, that is, were actively engaged in their marriage to the Lord and are learning to
love, however imperfect that may be, should have no fear.
15
Rev 3:10--There have always been troubling events in the world, but there is an even greater trial coming that will
affect the whole world. This is one clue that the letters to the seven churches were not simply historical
accounts from John’s period. Jesus was looking ahead. From this passage, some have argued for a secret
rapture--to ‘escape’ the hour. But this verse is likely a reference to the “Goshen” principle where God
protected Moses and Israel in the midst of the Egyptian judgments. There will be modern “Goshen”
experiences and divine protection (Psa 91). Goshen was not exempt until the 4th plague – swarms of insects
Exo 8:22. A city of refuge has this flavor. It will be shielded from the catastrophic events but experience a
measure of the difficulty of the time.
16
Rev 3:16--This is the ultimate peril for the believer – drifting into a place of complacency, comfort, neglect and
eventual loss and potentially even eternal rejection. It is worse than active opposition to the gospel.
13
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you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me17
gold refined by fire, that you may become rich, and white garments, that you may clothe
yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your
eyes, that you may see. 19 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and
repent. 20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I
will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21 'He who overcomes, I will grant
to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on
His throne. 22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"

Revelation 4-5: Jesus takes the scroll from the Father
4:1 ¶ After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice
which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up here, and I will
show you what must take place after these things." 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold,
a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne18. 3 And He who was sitting was
like a jasper stone and a Sardis in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an
emerald in appearance. 4 And around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I
saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads. 5
And from the throne proceed flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there
were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 6 ¶ and
before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of glass like crystal; and in the center and around
the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. 7 And the first creature was like
a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and
the fourth creature was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them
having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to
say19, "Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to
come." 9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks20 to Him who sits on the
throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him
who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their

17

Rev 3:19--Jesus wants them to talk to Him, consult on their condition. It is an invitation to repent and intercede
for God’s perspective.
18
Rev 4:2--A throne: cf. Isa 6:1; Isa 16:5. David’s tent contained the Ark of the Covenant (2Sam 6:17), or throne of
God and the future David’s tent does so as well and obviously heaven too. A throne invites humble
repentance and allegiance; not negotiation.
19
Rev 4:8--Night and day intercession is the model in heaven. Chapter 5 describes the heavenly House of Prayer.
David was given a measure of this revelation (1Chr 28:19). Living creatures have a similar posture to the
Cherubim of the Ark and Isaiah’s Seraphim – facing the Lord, watching closely. Night and day intercession
(declarations) and praise, instrumented music around the throne. It never ceases.
20
Rev 4:9--Glory, honor and thanks to Him are all found in 1Chr 16 – David’s instructions to the Levites and prayer
at Solomon’s coronation (1Chr 29:10-13).
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crowns before the throne21, saying, 11 "Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory
and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy will they existed, and
were created." 5:1 ¶ And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written
inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. 2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a
loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" 3 And no one in heaven, or
on the earth, or under the earth, was able to open the book, or to look into it. 4 And I began to
weep greatly, because no one was found worthy to open the book, or to look into it; 5 and one of
the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals22." 6 ¶ And I saw between the
throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 7 And He
came, and He took it out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 8 And when He had
taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
having each one a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints23. 9
And they sang a new song, saying24, "Worthy art Thou to take the book, and to break its seals;
for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue
and people and nation. 10 "And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and
they will reign upon the earth25." 11 And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around
the throne and the living creatures and the elders26; and the number of them was myriads of
myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing." 13
And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea,
Rev 4:9--The “stephanos” or crown: 1Cor 9:24-25, running the race well. These are first commandment, devoted,
Matt 11:12 violent, resolute, need Jesus, Davidic folks. Casting down crowns and accomplishments –
humility, the posture of the Davidic worshiper.
22
Rev 4:5--Jesus is the central figure in the majestic court of God and He alone is worthy to open the seals and
initiate the sequencing of last day events. At the Father’s request, Jesus releases the countdown and all the
events dependent on that countdown. The time of the return of Christ is no longer a mystery. It is seven
years to the day (Dan 9:27). The hour of Christ’s return is not known today (Matt 24:42) because the final
countdown has not been initiated by the Father who holds the scroll until the hour of Jesus.
23
Rev 5:8--Warning: To say that the bowls are full is not simply descriptive, but prophetic. They will be full of
prayer at the time the seals are opened. A tipping point has been reached. The next drop of incense causes
an overflow. It isn’t clear if this is earthly prayer that has been offered through the ages, or prayers of the
last generation or even the prayers of heavenly saints. There will be worship and intercession functioning
together in the end (Jer 31:9; Acts 15:16-17). Given the sheer number of saints alive in this season, it could
well be that today’s church, through prayer and worship, participates in or even precipitates the release of
these events – hastening the day as Peter notes (2Pet 3:12). The countdown depends in part on the praying
church. Gather to fill the bowls!
24
Rev 5:10--singing and declarations, musically assisted – the heavenly HOP.
25
Rev 5:10--The Saints will be a kingdom (under a King). They will be priests and they will reign on the earth.
Saints will not be ethereal beings floating in the clouds with harps. They will be tangible, earthly, and fully
natural as well as fully supernatural. Jesus was fully God and fully man (Col 2:9) and hence fully natural
and fully spiritual. He has a resurrected body that effortlessly operates in both domains (Luke 24:15). He is
our model.
26
Rev 5:11--corporate nature of the HOP: creatures, elders and myriads.
21
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and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be
blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever." 14 And the four living creatures
kept saying, "Amen27." And the elders fell down and worshiped.

Revelation 6-22: Jesus’ battle plan to cleanse the earth
Chronological - Revelation 6: Seal judgments
6:1 ¶ And I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals28, and I heard one of the four living
creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come29." 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse,
and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him; and he went out conquering, and
to conquer30. 3 ¶ And when He broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying,
"Come." 4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take
peace from the earth31, and that men should slay one another; and a great sword was given to
him. 5 ¶ And when He broke the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying, "Come." And
I looked, and behold, a black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I
heard as it were a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine." 7 ¶ And
when He broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come." 8
And I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades
was following with him. And authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with
sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth. 9 ¶ And when He
broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of
Rev 5:14--Amen, the heavenly agreement. The “let it be so”, or Mary’s response and agreement with the angel’s
announcement. “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord, may it be done to me (Luke 1:38)”. Like David (1Chr
17:23-24). Heaven is always looking for agreement from those destined for salvation (2Cor 2:20).
28
Rev 6:1--The seals should be taken in the simple sequential order that they are given. They start one after the
other but one may not end before the next seal starts and no end time for each is specified. There is also no
specific starting time interval for the seals. The first four may be released in quick succession and taken
together represent a third great world war - beyond anything we have seen so far.
29
Rev 6:1--The first four seals are initiated by the voice like thunder that commands the activity. The first rider has
no choice. This is very similar to Eze 38 where the prince of Roch has a hook in his jaw and is forced to
come from the north with his army. This is not voluntary! It is a divine summons. This is not the way the
enemy wants to make his play. But the praying church is heard by God who, in mercy, forces the enemy’s
hand. The final great war of natural history starts. The enemy won’t be allowed to secretly and quietly lead
the saints and the world into death. God will expose him. In this study the events of Eze 38 are tied to the
launch of the seals. In the early days of this war Eze 38 takes place.
30
Rev 6:2--This figure is part of the opening sequence. Given the context of judgment, the fact that he has no
choice, forcing his hand and is given a crown, with only a bow mentioned – no arrows, suggest that this is
the figure of Dan 8:23 who is “insolent and skilled in intrigue. And his power will be mighty, but not by his
own power, And he will destroy to an extraordinary degree.” This is most likely the antichrist or his
confederates represented by the rider on the white horse. The antichrist is not allowed to play his hand as he
would prefer.
31
Rev 6:3--peace is leaving the earth. This is not simply an announcement of war but a growing loss of all civility
and trust among men. This will lead to all manner of death and fear will fill the gap left when peace leaves.
But even this is calculated to provoke the saints to awaken and engage.
27
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the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they cried out
with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou refrain from judging and
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"32 11 And there was given to each of them a
white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of
their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, should be
completed also. 12 ¶ And I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became
like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when
shaken by a great wind. 14 And the sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up; and every
mountain and island were moved out of their places33. 15 And the kings of the earth and the great
men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains
and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb34 17 for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to
stand?"

Angelic Explanation - Revelation 7: Protection
7:1 ¶ After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four
winds of the earth35, so that no wind should blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And
I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and
he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the
Rev 6:10--At first glance the fifth seal looks different from the previous four, which brought judgment. “To rest
for a little while longer” is to remain in a place, with the implication of continuing to rest - “to remain, to
abide and continue to abide for yet a short time”. One might say, “Keep on crying out for justice while you
wait”. This is the injection of the heavenly prayer movement, like David, praying the testimonies of God, to
add to what is already being prayed on earth. Escalating prayer will bring about God’s justice and
judgments, making this an appropriate judgment seal. The fact that the declarations of the martyrs in
heaven are being factored in suggests that prayer of all kinds from all sources are at work in some measure
(Heb 12:1). The church on earth should not see this as an invitation to coast but to press further in prayer to
accomplish God’s purposes. The saints pray!
33
Rev 6:14--This earthquake has several descriptive elements common to other passages. The Eze 38 earthquake
appears to be a separate distinct event from this event though the seals should be associated with Eze
38 in timing. Eze 38:19 also speaks of a ‘great earthquake” and men shaking at the presence of the Lord.
But in Eze 38:20 the earthquake is so severe that the mountains are thrown down and every wall falls to the
ground. The signs in the sky also appear in Joel 2:30-31-- Matt 24:1-25:46 --Mark 13:24, but an
earthquake is not mentioned. The earthquake of Rev 16:20 is even more severe. Whereas the mountains
are moved in Rev 6:14, they are completely removed in Rev 16:20. These events can’t be conclusively
linked.
34
Rev 6:16--Seal #6 leads to a theophany. The men of earth can see the throne and the Lamb in some dimension.
God is revealing Himself more clearly, further challenging and forcing men to choose sides. But, even after
experiencing defeat in Eze 38, worldly men will move forward with their folly. Sin is truly dumb! Come to
God instead! But the nations will not do this. Like Pharaoh, their hearts will be hardened. It may well be
that seal #6 happens at the 3 ½ year point in response to the antichrist declaration. There is a heavenly
pause of solemnity and worship for 30 minutes, seal #7 and then it is off to the trumpet judgements.
35
Rev 7:1--This would indicate widespread conditions of famine – no wind means no rain.
32
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sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the bondservants of our God on their foreheads." 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one
hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel36: 5 from the tribe of
Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve
thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 8
from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the
tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. 9 ¶ After these things I looked, and behold, a
great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm
branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 13 ¶ And one of the elders
answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and from
where have they come?" 14 And I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These
are the ones who come out of the great tribulation37, and they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and
they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne shall spread His
tabernacle over them. 16 "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun
beat down on them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne shall be their
shepherd, and shall guide them to springs of the water of life; and God shall wipe every tear from
their eyes."

Chronological - Revelation 8-9: Trumpet Judgments
8:1 ¶ And when He broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour38. 2
And I saw the seven angels who stand before God; and seven trumpets39 were given to them. 3

36

Rev 7:4--Believers have already been sealed when they believed 2Cor 1:21-22. These are Jewish believers with a
unique calling. See Rom 11:26.
37
Rev 7:14--A three and half year period--1,260 days or 42 months-- the phrase is used in Matt 24:1-25:46. This
will be after the “abomination of desolation” which is the midway mark of the 7 year period in Dan 9:27
when the antichrist declares himself to be god and defiles the temple. This is his formal unveiling (2Thes
2:4) although he may or may not be recognizable to believers at the beginning of the last seven years of
prophetic history (see Dan 9:27). There will be many believers who die during this period, but they will be
triumphant and victorious.
38
Rev 8:1--This may reflect a moment of great solemnity.
39
Rev 8:2--The trumpets are also sequential and like the seals one does not need to end before the next begins.
They represent an exponential increase in judgment over that of the seals. Although there is no clear
connection between the trumpets and the antichrist’s declaration in 2Thes 2:4, the moment of solemnity
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And another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was
given to him, that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was
before the throne.40 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before
God out of the angel's hand. 5 And the angel took the censer; and he filled it with the fire of the
altar and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of
lightning and an earthquake. 6 ¶ And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared
themselves to sound them. 7 ¶ And the first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with
blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of
the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 8 ¶ And the second angel
sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a
third of the sea became blood; 9 and a third of the creatures, which were in the sea and had life,
died; and a third of the ships were destroyed. 10 ¶ And the third angel sounded, and a great star
fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of
waters; 11 and the name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became
wormwood; and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter. 12 ¶ And the
fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were
smitten, so that a third of them might be darkened and the day might not shine for a third of it,
and the night in the same way. 13 ¶ And I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven,
saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe, to those who dwell on the earth, because of the
remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 9:1 ¶ And the fifth
angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the
bottomless pit was given to him. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and smoke went up out of
the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of
the pit. 3 And out of the smoke came forth locusts upon the earth; and power was given them, as
the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And they were told that they should not hurt the grass of
the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on
their foreheads41. 5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months;
and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man. 6 And in those days
men will seek death and will not find it; and they will long to die and death flees from them. 7 ¶
And the appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads, as it
and the level of destruction involved seems to make this an appropriate association. Heaven responds in
power (trumpets) to the usurper’s declaration from the temple.
40
Rev 8:3--At the beginning of the trumpet judgments, God provides additional incense (prayer). The prayers of the
saints triggered the seals. Perhaps this additional incense is the ongoing prayer of the heavenly saints and
the saints still on earth. It acts like an accelerant when it is added to the prayers of the saints in Rev 5:8.
The resulting fire from the altar is added to the censer and the combination is thrown to earth and produces
significant destruction (great desolation). Once again, the ongoing prayers of the saints play an
instrumental role in God’s judgment. These prayers come together with devastating effect.
41
Rev 9:4--If the only men who had been sealed were the 144,000 of Rev 7, then it would have been appropriate to
refer to this group directly. But this is about all believers – a group much larger than the 144,000, who are
sealed (Eph 1:13). Everyone who is sealed will be protected from the demonic onslaught. The Goshen
effect will be clear (Exo 8:22). The saints apparently carry the seal on their foreheads (Rev 22:4).
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were, crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 8 And they had hair like the
hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates like
breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses
rushing to battle. 10 And they have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power
to hurt men for five months. 11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss42; his name in
Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. 12 ¶ The first woe is past;
behold, two woes are still coming after these things. 13 ¶ And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard
a voice from the four horns of the golden altar43 which is before God, 14 one saying to the sixth
angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."
15
And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were
released, so that they might kill a third of mankind. 16 And the number of the armies of the
horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them. 17 And this is how I saw in the
vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of
hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their
mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 A third of mankind was killed44 by these three
plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone, which proceeded out of their mouths. 19
For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents
and have heads; and with them they do harm. 20 ¶ And the rest of mankind, who were not killed
by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the
idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear
nor walk; 21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality
nor of their thefts.

Angelic Explanation – Revelation 10-11:14: Direction
10:1 ¶ And I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 2 and he
had in his hand a little book which was open. And he placed his right foot on the sea and his left
on the land; 3 and he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he had cried out,
the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices. 4 And when the seven peals of thunder had
spoken, I was about to write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Seal up the things which
the seven peals of thunder have spoken, and do not write them45." 5 And the angel whom I saw

42

Rev 9:11--An increase of demonic activity is now released. In the parenthetical section of Rev 12:9, in the last
days, all of Satan’s hordes are thrown to earth. In this trumpet, Satan’s minions are released to further
afflict men without God’s seal. Thus evil, like good, is escalating and going very public. Clarity and
distinction between good and evil is sharply defined.
43
Rev 9:1--The golden altar is the altar of incense. Prayer continues to drive the outcome.
44
Rev 9:18--This third plus the prior quarter of seal 4 will equal 50% of the world’s population that will die.
45
Rev 10:4--There are aspects of Christ’s plan that are not disclosed. That which is not disclosed grows out of
God’s wisdom. And yet many of the details have been released. The Father is completely confident about
the outcome and so He can share many of the details freely. Yet His servants shouldn’t become self-
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standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 6 and swore by Him who
lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it,
and the sea and the things in it, that there shall be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the voice
of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He
preached to His servants the prophets. 8 ¶ And the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard
again speaking with me, and saying, "Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel
who stands on the sea and on the land." 9 And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little
book. And he said to me, "Take it, and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but in your
mouth it will be sweet as honey." 10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it,
and it was in my mouth sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter46.
11
And they said to me, "You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and
tongues and kings." 11:1 ¶ And there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone
said, "Rise and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and those who worship in it47. 2 "And
leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the
nations; and they will tread underfoot the holy city for forty-two months48. 3 "And I will grant
authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed
in sackcloth." 4 ¶ These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands49 that stand before the
Lord of the earth. 5 And if anyone desires to harm them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and
devours their enemies; and if anyone would desire to harm them, in this manner he must be
killed. 6 These have the power to shut up the sky, in order that rain may not fall during the days
of their prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to smite
the earth with every plague, as often as they desire. 7 And when they have finished their
testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them
and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is
called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 9 And those from the peoples and
tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will
assured. They must wait upon Him. A measure of speculation is inevitable. Too much speculation leads to
frustration, inaction and disengaging. Little or no speculation (arrogance) leads to unwarranted certainty.
46
Rev 10:10--This could be the forerunner message that is pictured: the sweet or “great” day of the Lord - the
coming kingdom, signs and wonders, a great revival--and the bitter or “terrible”--those who fall away,
unparalleled destruction and the many who won’t receive the message. There is no direct linkage to Joel
but this connection seems appropriate. See comments on Joel 2, Is 40. ”Eat the scroll” speaks of full
engagement, consuming God’s revelation - running with God’s things.
47
Rev 11:1--This “measuring” is probably not simply an action of counting bodies (NIV), but spiritual evaluation is
also implied (2Cor 10:12).
48
Rev 11:2--For 3 ½ years Israel will be directly under stress and occupation (“Jacob’s trouble”, Jer.30.7). This
corresponds to the season of “great tribulation”. There will also be a place of safety in the wilderness (Rev
12:6-14). A Goshen-like provision is implied.
49
Rev 11:4--These are real people, but they also represent two aspects of God’s kingdom: the king and priest as
pictured in Zech 4. David is the forerunner for this and Jesus is the fulfillment. There will likely be many
prophetic people operating in this dual call (Rev 5:10) across the earth - announcing the kingdom and
calling forth the priests to minister to that King. There will be two that are chief in God’s plan operating in
Israel. Houses of prayer engage in both! These two prophets may also typify the unusual protection (Psa
91) and eventual martyrdom of some saints.
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not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. 10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice
over them and make merry; and they will send gifts to one another, because these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the earth. 11 And after the three and a half days the breath of life
from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were
beholding them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here."
And they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies beheld them. 13 And in that hour
there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; and seven thousand people were killed
in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 ¶ The
second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.

Chronological - Revelation 11:15: Second Coming
15

¶ And the seventh angel sounded; and there arose loud voices in heaven, saying, "The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign
forever and ever50." 16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on
their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, "We give Thee thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who
art and who wast, because Thou hast taken Thy great power and hast begun to reign. 18 "And the
nations were enraged51, and Thy wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and
the time to give their reward to Thy bond-servants the prophets and to the saints and to those who
fear Thy name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth." 19 ¶ And the
temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His
temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake
and a great hailstorm.

Angelic Explanation - Revelation 12-14: Confrontation
12:1 ¶ And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; 2 and she was with child; and she cried out,
being in labor and in pain to give birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a
great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 4 And
his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the earth. And the dragon
stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might
devour her child. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a

50

Rev 11:15--This is the last trumpet. Jesus appears in the sky and causes the reaction of Rev 1:7 (mourning). All
the saints of heaven will be with Him (1Cor 15:23) and they will be joined by all of the saints that are alive
at that time on earth (rapture 1Thes 4:16). After His procession through the skies, in full view of the earth
dwellers, He will touch down in Bozrah (Isa 63:1-6) to begin His bloody march on Jerusalem, slaying His
opponents (Psa 110) and freeing Jewish prisoners (Zech 9:11) as He goes.
51
Rev 11:18--The nations will be enraged (Psa 2) and will gather to make war on Jesus as He makes His way to
Jerusalem. He will have fully provoked them to take sides and their true colors will emerge with clarity.
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rod of iron52; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 6 And the woman fled into
the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she might be nourished for
one thousand two hundred and sixty days53. 7 ¶ And there was war in heaven, Michael and his
angels waging war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were
not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 9 And the great
dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been
thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 "And they overcame him
because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not
love their life even to death. 12 "For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them.
Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath,
knowing that he has only a short time54." 13 ¶ And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down
to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 And the two wings of
the great eagle were given to the woman, in order that she might fly into the wilderness to her
place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the
serpent55. 15 And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that
he might cause her to be swept away with the flood56. 16 And the earth helped the woman, and the
earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth. 17 And
the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring,
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus57. 13:1 And he stood on
the sand of the seashore. And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea58, having ten horns and
seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2
Rev 12:5--In this parenthetical section, the angel explains to John why ‘confrontation’ is required and why Jesus
will deal severely with the nations and their rulers.
53
Rev 12:6-- Rev 12:1-5 refer to Jesus’ earthly ministry at His first coming. Verse six is a transition and refers to the
time frame at the end of the age. God will protect a remnant. The heaviest blow will hit Israel (to the Jew
first, Rom 1:16)
54
Rev 12:12--Open demonic manifestations will begin to occur with new intensity and regularity at that time. Evil
will not be subtle and secretive but open and unmasked. The night and day opposition of Satan in God’s
courts will be eliminated and the night and day intercession of the saints will fully replace it and drive
God’s agenda. It will be a season of open heaven (no 2 nd heaven opposition) and direct unhindered access.
55
Rev 12:14--Israel, the woman, has a place of escape for 42 months. God will hide a remnant of Israel (Hos 2:14).
This refuge was mentioned in 12:5 and again here for emphasis. The great exodus with Moses and
provision in the wilderness is likely in view. The Goshen principle will be in effect.
56
Rev 12:15--No clue on this one! It could be the flood of the Northern army of Eze 38 & 39 that God turns aside
although this seems to align better with the seals. The Dead Sea is losing too much water, but channeling
the Mediterranean into the area below sea level has been suggested. The enemy may try to use this to flood
this wilderness area and kill refugees and those in hiding. Pure speculation!
57
Rev 12:16--This will be a heightened time of persecution for believers who are the offspring of Israel. This
designation will be very apt as the true church agrees with Jesus on the place and purpose of Israel and will
make a concerted effort to stand with Israel in her hour of trial. There is clear linkage between the two.
58
Rev 13:1--The beast, the antichrist goes public.
52
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And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his
mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great
authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed.
And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; 4 and they worshiped the dragon,
because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the
beast, and who is able to wage war with him59?" 5 ¶ And there was given to him a mouth
speaking arrogant words60 and blasphemies; and authority to act for forty-two months was given
to him61. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His
tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 And it was given to him to make war with the
saints and to overcome them; and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation
was given to him62. 8 And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has
not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been
slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he
goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance
and the faith of the saints. 11 ¶ And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had
two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon63. 12 And he exercises all the authority of the
first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first
beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 13 And he performs great signs, so that he even makes fire
come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. 14 And he deceives those who
dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the
beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast 64 who had the wound
59

Rev 13:4--The beast will be charismatic and powerful. He will recover from a deadly event, perhaps suffered in
Eze 38. He will impress people with his ability to intimidate warring rivals by his presumed strength. His
intrigue will continue to be masterful and impressive and unbelievers and some believers (Rev 18:4) will be
taken in.
60
Rev 13:5--This is consistent with the ruler of Dan 8:23
61
Rev 13:5--The beast has authority for only 3 ½ years – 1260 days, 42 months. He appears at the beginning of the
last 7 years of Jewish prophetic history and creates a false peace and covenant with them (Isa 28), but this
heightened authority is only granted to him for the second half of that time when he claims to be God.
62
Rev 13:11-- The last 3 ½ years will not be a time primarily for the saints to take up arms against a natural foe as in
past conflicts. Undoubtedly, there will be some of this. Daniel speaks of some opposition (Dan 11). The
antichrist’s authority will cover all nations and He will overcome the saints. Overcoming should probably
be understood politically and militarily. The “signs and wonders” nature of the saints will make it
impossible for the enemy to fully dominate. Satan can’t stop the water called up from the rocks, or the
manna from heaven, or Philip’s transport from place to place. He can’t stop the miraculous. He can’t stop
conversion. He can’t stop the “perhaps” places of refuge around the world. This will be the hour for bold
testimony in the face of the oppressor – going out with our heads held high under the unction and power of
the Spirit. Many will be supernaturally protected and many will be martyred. The enemy is on his way to an
epic loss.
63
Rev 13:11-- The second beast is known as the false prophet (FP) who provides religious trappings for the
antichrist. This beast acts in the same way his boss does, but in a religious setting. It is tempting to try and
identify the beast and the FP as many have done through the ages and into the modern period. It was not
too long ago that a vocal segment of evangelicals thought the beast was the Pope. To what extent the beast
and FP resemble current religious figures is not known.
64
Rev 13:14-- The image will probably be placed in the temple and may account for one of Daniel’s time periods:
Dan 8:14 - 2,300 evening and morning sacrifices or 1,150 days. It will take 110 days to create and place
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of the sword 65and has come to life. 15 And there was given to him to give breath to the image of
the beast, that the image of the beast might even speak and cause as many as do not worship the
image of the beast to be killed. 16 And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the
poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand, or on their
forehead66, 17 and he provides that no one should be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has
the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name67. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him
who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his
number is six hundred and sixty-six. 14:1 ¶ And I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on
Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name
of His Father written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound
of harpists playing on their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the
four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and
forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. 4 These are the ones who have not
been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow
the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God
and to the Lamb. 5 And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless. 6 ¶ And I saw
another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the
earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; 7 and he said with a loud voice, "Fear
God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who
made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters." 8 ¶ And another angel, a second
one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations
drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality68." 9 ¶ And another angel, a third one, followed
them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark
the image in the temple. It will remain for the whole period of “desolation” until the total 1,260 days are
over.
65
Rev 13:14--This suggests a battle wound or assassination attempt. This may be related to the Eze 38 battle.
Universal peace will be thinly veiled. Wars and rumors of war will continue.
66
Rev 13:16--The mark of the beast, from the beast’s perspective, will be a mark of honor in the same way that
God’s seal upon the saints is an honor. The mark of the beast will not be given out lightly or in fun to
somehow embarrass and shame captured believers.
67
Rev 13:17--Having a one world economy will be a key to his success and this should serve as a warning for
believers to keep local and self-sustaining economies in place that will be able to operate autonomously to
some degree. In the time of Saul (1Sam. 13:20), the Philistines had a monopoly of iron and Israel had to go
there to get their farm implements sharpened. They were successfully controlled in the same way that the
antichrist wants to control the world. For years the notion of free trade: low cost, distributed supply and
demand has set the table for “simple” central control. The beast will use this fact. The beast’s hegemony
may not be total as we think. Local independent economies and the “miraculous supply” will weaken his
plan. Business owners should consider less profitability and local sourcing to resist central control.
68
Rev 14:8--The coming (evolving) false religion will have immorality at its core both literally and figuratively. It
will be intoxicating, and because of the loss of reality and ability to reason while intoxicated, it will be
powerful, very believable and very deadly. It won’t let its victims go apart from divine intervention. To
those who would not receive a love for the truth, God will actively increase the power of this seduction
(2Thes 2:11). Jesus told us we would serve God or “money” (Matt 6:24). The River of immorality (idolatry
Col 3:5) will become a rushing and blinding torrent! In Rom 1:24, God gave them over . . .
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on his forehead or upon his hand, 10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God69, which is
mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 "And the smoke of their
torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night70, those who worship the
beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 12 ¶ Here is the perseverance
of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 13 ¶ And I heard a
voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'"
"Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."
14
¶ And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man,
having a golden crown on His head, and a sharp sickle in His hand. 15 And another angel came
out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle
and reap, because the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe71." 16 And He
who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth; and the earth was reaped. 17 ¶ And another
angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. 18 And another
angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice
to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle, and gather the clusters from
the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe." 19 And the angel swung his sickle to the earth,
and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of
the wrath of God72. 20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from
the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.

69

Rev 14:10--The mark of the beast will be a death sentence. It is the final step in the great seduction. It will be a
willing allegiance to darkness and a complete rejection of God’s mercy in Christ. Accepting the beast and
his kingdom seems like a preposterous choice but in the coming seduction it will be readily embraced. Hell
will be a place of regret but no one in hell will want to be with Jesus in His kingdom!
70
Rev 14:11--This is a 24/7 phrase. It does not mean a little torment in the day and then a little at night with breaks
in between!
71
Rev 14:15--This appears to be a harvest of righteousness and is probably to be understood as the harvest at the
time of Jesus’ appearing in the sky at the 7 th trumpet. Verse 18 describes the harvest of evil. Both have
ripened!
72
Rev 14:19--The harvest that follows the one in verse 15 is for the wrath of God. This will be somewhat
progressive (like a harvest period) rather than instantaneous as the rapture of the saints. The armies
represent those who directly come out to war and their camps, but there may well be many others with the
mark of the beast who must be rounded up and judged. Some of these may also need to be rooted out by
Jesus’ new governing authorities in the early days of the millennium. This is the gathering part of v19
which may not be immediate. Gathering was not needed in v15. The rapture of the saints (1Thes 4:7) took
care of that.
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Chronological - Revelation 15-16: Bowl judgments
15:1 ¶ And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven
plagues73, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished74. 2 ¶ And I saw, as it
were, a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had come off victorious from the beast75 and
from his image and from the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of
God. 3 And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servant of God and the song of the Lamb,
saying, "Great and marvelous are Thy works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are
Thy ways, Thou King of the nations. 4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For
Thou alone art holy; For all the nations will come and worship before Thee, For Thy righteous
acts have been revealed." 5 ¶ After these things I looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of
testimony in heaven was opened, 6 and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of
the temple, clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded around their breasts with golden
girdles. 7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of
the wrath of God76, who lives forever and ever. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until the seven
plagues of the seven angels were finished. 16:1 ¶ And I heard a loud voice from the temple,
saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God into the earth."
2
¶ And the first angel went and poured out his bowl into the earth; and it became a loathsome
and malignant sore upon the men who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.
3
¶ And the second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became blood like that of a
dead man; and every living thing in the sea died. 4 ¶ And the third angel poured out his bowl into
the rivers and the springs of waters; and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters
saying, "Righteous art Thou, who art and who wast, O Holy One, because Thou didst judge these
things; 6 for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to
drink. They deserve it." 7 And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true and
righteous are Thy judgments." 8 ¶ And the fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun; and it
73

Rev 15:1--The saints of heaven and those from earth will be with Jesus and marching toward Jerusalem. The final
days of the antichrist are at hand. His authority is over; his power empty. This is likely the time between
days 1,260 and 1,290. The judgments against the antichrist’s kingdom are so great that if they went on
longer than 30 days no one would survive. There are still those who are undecided, who will go into the
millennium (Zech 14:16) in their current natural bodies. Their lives need to be preserved.
74
Rev 15:1--Paul told the Thessalonians that they would not experience the wrath of God (1Thes 5:9). The seals
were perceived as “wrath” by those (unbelievers) hiding from the theophany of Jesus in seal #6 (Rev 6:1617). Unbelievers saw the lamb in seal #6 and cried out to the rocks to cover them from the coming wrath.
The nations (unbelievers) were enraged by God’s wrath in the trumpets (Rev 11:18). Those with the mark
of the beast experienced wrath (Rev 14:10). Believers are not present for the bowls. They met the Lord in
the air at the last trumpet. With believers gone, the greater measure of wrath can be poured out. The
timeframe for the bowls may well be the 30 days that Daniel mentions (Dan 12:11). If the period was much
longer, no one would survive and those with neither the mark of the beast nor the mark of the Holy Spirit
need to survive and pass into the millennial period. The bowls are directly referenced as the wrath of God
and the nations are the object of the wrath of God (1Thess 5:9; Rev 6:16f; 11:18; 14:10; 16:19; 19:15). The
saints will be with Jesus as He takes Jerusalem and will escape that wrath.
75
Rev 15:2--These are those who were martyred during the last 3 ½ years when the beast was busy.
76
Rev 15:7--Only the bowls are described as having the “wrath of God”.
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was given to it to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with fierce heat; and they
blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues; and they did not repent, so
as to give Him glory. 10 ¶ And the fifth angel poured out his bowl upon the throne of the beast;
and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain, 11 and they
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of
their deeds. 12 ¶ And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river, the Euphrates; and
its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw
coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of
the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 14 for they are spirits of demons, performing
signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the
great day of God, the Almighty77. 15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who
stays awake and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked and men see his shame78.") 16 And
they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarMagedon. 17 ¶ And the
seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air; and a loud voice came out of the temple from the
throne, saying, "It is done." 18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of
thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon
the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty. 19 And the great city was split into three
parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the great was remembered before God, to
give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the
mountains were not found79. 21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down
from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its
plague was extremely severe.

Angelic Explanation - Revelation 17-18: Seduction
17:1 ¶ And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying,
"Come here, I shall show you the judgment of the great harlot80 who sits on many waters, 2 with
whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth

77

Rev 16:14--God draws the armies of the nations for His purposes: their defeat and government change. The
antichrist calls the armies together to protect his rule in Israel. Resistance in Israel continued (Dan 11:4045) until the end of the 1,260 days (see Dan 12:7) when the power of Israel was completely shattered.
78
Rev 16: 15--Warning: The intoxicated person, i.e. the spiritually immoral person that is actively engaged in
idolatry or the passive person that has become disengaged from the King, won’t perceive the thief and
won’t be ready to defend his personal property – his garments. He will suffer loss without awareness. He
will not have righteous garments of white but will be naked. This warning is for believers before the fact.
This may be a believer who didn’t take warning and who is saved yet through fire (1Cor 3:15) with a
measure of disappointment (shame).
79
Rev 16:20--This earthquake was so large and severe that the geography was completely changed. The mountains
of earth disappear with the exception of Jerusalem which will be raised up (Isa 2:2).
80
Rev 17:1--The angel explains to John why the judgment bowls were so severe. The immorality was great! The
identification of the harlot, the beast and the false prophet is still unfolding. It will likely surprise us when
the full disclosure happens.
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were made drunk with the wine of her immorality81." 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into
a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having
seven heads and ten horns. 4 And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with
gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of
the unclean things of her immorality, 5 and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery,
"BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH." 6 ¶ And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the
blood of the witnesses of Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered greatly. 7 And the angel said to
me, "Why do you wonder? I shall tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries
her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 8 "The beast that you saw was and is not, and is
about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth will
wonder, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they see the beast that he was and is not and will come. 9 "Here is the mind which has
wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits, 10 and they are seven
kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a
little while. 11 "And the beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth, and is one of the
seven, and he goes to destruction. 12 "And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings82, who have
not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 13
"These have one purpose and they give their power and authority to the beast. 14 "These will
wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and
King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful." 15 ¶ And he
said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and
nations and tongues. 16 "And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the
harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with
fire83. 17 "For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose,
and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God should be fulfilled. 18 "And the

81

Rev 17:2--Warning: Intoxication comes on slowly, incrementally. The drunk thinks there is still time to avoid
drunkenness and that he is in control. Drunkenness by immorality operates the same way. The drunk
proclaims loudly, “This is great. I’m feel fine. Let’s have another.” The decision to not have another drink
comes too late. However, the drunk will proclaim is sobriety though obviously drunk.
82
Rev 17:12--These are likely the 10 horns that Daniel saw (Dan 7:20) along with the intrigue surrounding the
antichrist.
83
Rev 17:16--When the antichrist declares himself at the 3 ½ year mark, he will violently suppress the world-wide
religion of sensuality and replace it with his own worship. We are not told if Satan’s true worship
movement is already present in the earth today or whether it will be revealed for the first time with clarity
at the 3 ½ year point and be different from what is already known. Since a kingdom can’t be divided
against itself and stand it must be true that the world-wide religion of sensuality is driven by men and not a
true reflection of Satan’s desired kingdom. They are not only counterfeits of the Kingdom of God and His
Christ but of Satan too. He wants worship for himself and not given to “stuff” or philosophy nor does he
want men to pursue their lusts for their own worship although immorality/sensuality will likely continue to
be used as a carrot by the enemy. The nations must convert! He will tolerate no surrogate religious
movements or the short term demonically encouraged but man-inspired “knockoffs”. He is flattered by
these but they can’t remain. Satan wants conversion from all things and loyalty to him alone.
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woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth." 18:1 ¶ After
these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth
was illumined with his glory. 2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great! And she has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every
unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 "For all the nations have drunk of
the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of
immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her
sensuality84." 4 ¶ And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, "Come out of her, my people,
that you may not participate in her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues85; 5 for her
sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 6 "Pay her back
even as she has paid, and give back to her double according to her deeds; in the cup which she
has mixed, mix twice as much for her. 7 "To the degree that she glorified herself and lived
sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; for she says in her heart, 'I sit as
a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning.' 8 "For this reason in one day her
plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for
the Lord God who judges her is strong. 9 ¶ "And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of
immorality and lived sensuously with her, will weep and lament over her when they see the
smoke of her burning, 10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, 'Woe,
woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour your judgment has come.' 11 ¶ "And
the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her, because no one buys their cargoes
anymore; 12 cargoes of gold and silver and precious stones and pearls and fine linen and purple
and silk and scarlet, and every kind of citron wood and every article of ivory and every article
made from very costly wood and bronze and iron and marble, 13 and cinnamon and spice and
incense and perfume and frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine flour and wheat and cattle
and sheep, and cargoes of horses and chariots and slaves and human lives. 14 "And the fruit you
long for has gone from you, and all things that were luxurious and splendid have passed away
from you and men will no longer find them. 15 ¶ "The merchants of these things, who became
rich from her, will stand at a distance because of the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning,
16
saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, she who was clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls; 17 ¶ for in one hour such great wealth has been
Rev 18:3--Warning: The religion of the Harlot will be the power of sensuality – intensely gratifying the senses
both real and imagined--the culture of endless entertainment and pleasure. It will pave the road in
preparation for the religion of the antichrist mentioned in Rev 17:16. In Dan 11:38 we are told that the
antichrist will honor his own with “with gold, silver, costly stones, and treasures.” As the prince of the
power of the air (Eph 2:2) and the one who has the kingdoms of the world to offer (Matt 4:8-9), he will take
advantage of the multitude of idolatrous opportunities that he funds. He will manage “supply and demand”
and create devotion in exchange for the next injection of sensual experience. He is the ultimate pimp!
85
Rev 18:4--Warning: Believers can and will be trapped in the growing seduction of sensuality and suffer loss as a
result. They need to leave now. The power of its seduction will be so compelling that those trapped by it
may not recognize its grip or the freedom to escape that is in Christ. At some point, they will lose the
willpower to escape. Their capitulation to seduction and evil will be complete and judgment will follow.
Wilderness Christianity is the antidote to this seduction. See comments on Hosea 2.
84
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laid waste!' And every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as many as make their
living by the sea, stood at a distance, 18 and were crying out as they saw the smoke of her
burning, saying, 'What city is like the great city?' 19 "And they threw dust on their heads and were
crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had ships
at sea became rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!' 20 "Rejoice over her, O
heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you
against her." 21 ¶ And a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the
sea, saying, "Thus will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be
found any longer. 22 "And the sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and trumpeters
will not be heard in you any longer; and no craftsman of any craft will be found in you any
longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you any longer; 23 and the light of a lamp will
not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you
any longer; for your merchants were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were
deceived by your sorcery. 24 "And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and of all
who have been slain on the earth."

Chronological - Revelation 19-21:8 – Triumphal entry
19:1 ¶ After these things I heard, as it were, a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying,
"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 2 because His judgments are true
and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her
immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her." 3 And a second time
they said, "Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever." 4 And the twenty-four elders and
the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, "Amen.
Hallelujah!" 5 And a voice came from the throne, saying, "Give praise to our God, all you His
bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great." 6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of
a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder,
saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns86. 7 "Let us rejoice and be glad
and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself
ready87.” 8 And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 ¶ And he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
10
And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant
of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of

86

Rev 19:6--The heavenly chorus anticipates the triumphant arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem. He will enter at the
request of the city rulers (Matt 23:39) and His throne will be set up.
87
Rev 19:7--Warning: The bride chooses to get ready. This is another message Jesus wants the church to heed! We
can’t do what only God can do and He won’t do what only we can do. Love is voluntary, consuming, and
driving. It is relentless for the lover and the beloved. We must choose to engage! See comments on Rev
2:23.

44 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 11 ¶ And I saw heaven opened88; and behold, a white horse, and
He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12
And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name
written upon Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 And He is clothed with a robe dipped
in blood; and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 And from His
mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with
a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on
His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS." 17 ¶ And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out with a loud voice, saying
to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God; 18 in order
that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and
the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and
slaves, and small and great." 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies,
assembled to make war against Him who sat upon the horse, and against His army. 20 And the
beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his
image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21 And the
rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat upon the horse, and
all the birds were filled with their flesh. 20:1 ¶ And I saw an angel coming down from heaven,
having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the
serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years89, 3 and threw him
88

Rev 19:11--Jesus does not come from heaven to earth at this point in this vision. He is already on earth, marching
to Jerusalem. John is watching from heaven. John could have said, “The scene opened before me and
behold…”
89
Rev 20:2--Much of what has been written about the “last days” concerns this idea of “a thousand years” or
‘millennium’ and when Christ will return relative to this period and usher in the kingdom. The opinions on
this topic are varied and can be heated. A great summary article can be found on Wikipedia
(Premillennialism).
Theologically there are two major camps with reference to last days activities: those who accept the
millennium as a literal 1,000 years “golden age” and those who do not (amillennialists). The latter group
see “a thousand years” as being figurative and non-temporal. Christ does reign but He reigns in our hearts
as the one who conquerors sin. His Kingdom on earth began at the resurrection and will be fully
consummated when Jesus returns to establish the eternal Kingdom at some distant time.
There are two basic flavors of millennialism: premillennial and post-millennial. The post-millennialist
believes that Jesus will come back at the end of the millennium after the church has Christianized the
nations. In this approach, the millennium is not taken to be a literal one thousand years. After the two
major world wars of the twentieth-century, this view of the last days has few adherents.
The premillennial view likewise has various flavors. Historic, or Classic Premillennialism sees no radical
theological distinction between Israel and the Church. It is often post-tribulational, meaning that the rapture
of the church will occur after a period of tribulation prior to the millennium. This is in contrast to the
dispensational view that generally holds Israel and the Church being distinct entities travelling down
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into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any
longer, until the thousand years were completed90; after these things he must be released for a
short time. 4 ¶ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them91, and judgment was given to them.
And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus92and
because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had
not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand
years were completed93. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part
in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God
and of Christ and will reign with Him94 for a thousand years. 7 ¶ And when the thousand years
are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and will come out to deceive the nations
which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war;
the number of them is like the sand of the seashore95. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of
different paths. It believes that Jesus will return to take up Christians into heaven by means of a secret
rapture immediately before a terrible seven-year worldwide tribulation. The tribulation ends and is
followed by an additional return of Christ with his saints.
The approach in this document is closer to “Classic or Historic” Premillennialism. It takes the “thousand
years” as literal but is not dispensational. A rapture of the church does occur but it is after the last trumpet
judgment before the end of the tribulation period. Jesus, the saints of old and current saints process through
the sky and begin their 30 day march on Jerusalem and Armageddon where the last opposition to Jesus is
defeated. Jesus will set up a literal one thousand year kingdom on earth. He will reign over the earth from
Jerusalem in a restored Israel with near Eden-like conditions around the world. In this view, end time
prophecies concerning Israel are taken literally and the timing of Jesus' return is tied up with their
fulfillment. Jews must come to Christ as Gentiles do and tribulation (terrible) along with signs and wonders
(great) will create fruitfulness for Jews and Gentiles
Amillennialists believe that society can be greatly transformed by a fully engaged church but would stop
short of the idealism of the post-tribulationalists. While the dispensationalist may be too negative in their
outlook concerning the future, the amillennialists tend to be too positive about the church's impact on
society but both are too limited in their view of God's influence. It will be the church’s finest hour filled
with signs and wonders and a great harvest.
90
Rev 20:3--Satan will be bound for 1,000 years. The beast and false prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire.
The rest of the attacking army will be destroyed. Zech 14:15 describes the scene. (But the remaining
supporters of the beast will still need to be captured.) Israel will experience Davidic rule directly after all
the obstacles outside of human choice have been removed. Unbelief will still be possible in the millennium.
91
Rev 20:4--This “they” is considered to be a reference to the righteous that have come with Jesus. Grammatically,
this is the logical antecedent.
92
Rev 20:4--The martyrs are especially identified and recognized in this scene and have a special role in the
Millennium. “Beheaded” probably does not refer to a specific subset of tribulation period “righteous dead”
but martyrs in general.
93
Rev 20:5--This refers to Rev 20:12. By process of elimination this can only be the unrighteous in this judgment
including: the wicked before the time of Christ, during Christ’s time on earth and the wicked after Christ’s
resurrection and those entering (Zech 14:16) or born in the millennium period who pass away without
committing to Jesus – and those who oppose God when Satan is temporarily released (Rev 20:8).
94
Rev 20:6--We will reign (government) and we will be priests (House of Prayer reality)
95
Rev 20:8--Even in the midst of Jesus’ benevolent reign in a restored earth with no Satan, the seeds of rebellion
will still inflame unbelievers. Amazing! Zech 14:16 describes those who are “left”. These are not the
resurrected saints who reign with Christ nor the reprobates aligned with the antichrist that are destroyed but

46 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

the earth96and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from
heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and
night97forever and ever. 11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead,
the great and the small98, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were
written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it,
and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of
them according to their deeds. 14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is
the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 21:1 ¶ And I saw a new heaven and a new earth99; for
the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the
holy city, New Jerusalem100, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the
tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them101, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself shall be among them, 4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their
eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or
pain; the first things have passed away." 5 ¶ And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am
making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 6 And He
said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to
the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7 "He who overcomes shall
inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 8 "But for the cowardly and
unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and

the “undecided” of the nations alive at the time of Christ’s return who proceed into the millennium. The
“undecided” in the millennium may find Christ or remain unregenerate and eventually join Satan’s final
rebellion. John gives no information on the resurrection of those who become saints in the millennium. And
those who die without Christ will join those in natural history who have said “no” to Jesus.
96
Rev 20:9--After the last earthquake (bowl #7), there are no more mountains beyond Zion.
97
Rev 20:10--Day and night – continuous rather than some during the day and some during the night with breaks in
between. 24/7 is literal.
98
Rev 20:12--This is the final judgment of the wicked that have been kept away in Hades and the sea for this time.
This will include those who are destroyed in Satan’s last assault on the people of God.
99
Rev 21:1--The new heaven and earth are completed at the end of the 1,000 year reign.
100
Rev 21:2--The New Jerusalem appears to come in two stages. The second stage is identified here in this verse
coming along with the new heaven and earth at the end of the millennium. No description for the changes
coming after the millennium is provided. In verse 9, the angel comes to John and gives him a revelation of
the first stage--the millennium Jerusalem as a bride that comes down.
101
Rev 21:3--The heavenly HOP now on earth.
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all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second
death.102"

Angelic Explanation - Revelation 21:9-22:5 – Reconstruction & Millennial Temple
9

¶ And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, came and
spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I shall show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10 And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her brilliance was
like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 12 It had a great and high wall, with
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are those of
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east and three gates on the
north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west. 14 And the wall of the city had
twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb. 15 ¶ And the one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its
gates and its wall. 16 And the city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width;
and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are
equal. 17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which
are also angelic measurements. 18 And the material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure
gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of
precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony;
the fourth, emerald; 20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth,
beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 21 And
the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of
the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 22 ¶ And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the
Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple. 23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to
shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 And the nations
shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it. 25 And in the
daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed; 26 and they shall bring
the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing unclean and no one who practices
abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb's book of life.103 22:1 ¶ And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. And on either side
of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and

102

Rev 21:8--The end of verse 8 marks the end of natural history that we have recorded. Verse 9 and following
looks back and describes the millennial Jerusalem that came down from heaven, at least in part, at the
beginning of the 1,000 year reign. cf. Rev 21:27
103
Rev 21:7--This statement was necessary because at the beginning of the 1,000 years it was still possible to have
unrighteousness. At the end of the 1,000 years, when the final judgment is made, it will no longer be
possible to have the unrighteous wandering around. They will be in the lake of fire.
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the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations104. 3 And there shall no longer be any
curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His bond-servants shall serve
Him; 4 and they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 And there shall no
longer be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun,
because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever and ever. 6 ¶ And he said
to me, "These words are faithful and true"105; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,
sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must shortly take place. 7 ¶ "And
behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words106 of the prophecy of this
book." 8 ¶ And I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 And he said to me,
"Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those
who heed the words of this book; worship God." 10 ¶ And he said to me, "Do not seal up the
words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 "Let the one who does wrong, still do
wrong; and let the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice
righteousness; and let the one who is holy, still keep himself holy107." 12 ¶ "Behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done108. 13
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 14 ¶ Blessed are
those who wash their robes109, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by
the gates into the city. 15 Outside110are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and
the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. 16 ¶ "I, Jesus, have
sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
David, the bright morning star." 17 ¶ And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come111." And let the one
who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the
water of life without cost. 18 ¶ I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19
and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book. 20 ¶ He who

104

Rev 22:2--The healing of the nations will be unnecessary at the end of the 1,000 years but a blessing in the
millennial period.
105
Rev 22:6--Jesus gives His summary words.
106
Rev 22:7--Even though we do not have clarity the way we would like, we are still commanded to take action.
107
Rev 22:11--At some point in time the righteous and the wicked will no longer be mixed. They must each go their
own way! Even now the two groups are separating. The demarcation is growing in clarity. Wheat looks like
wheat and tares like tares.
108
Rev 22:12--Warning: The greatest work is believing (John 6:29) but the intentions of our hearts and their
overflow into our daily practice as believers will be rewarded. Cf. Rev 2:23.
109
Rev 22:14--There is a need to take action – to take the initiative in pursuing righteousness.
110
Rev 22:15--There is no more “outside” at the end of the 1,000 years. All unbelievers will go to the lake of fire. In
the millennium, unbelief will be possible and many will side with Satan in his last battle at the end of the
millennium. Unrighteous men in the millennium will not enter Jerusalem. See the comments in Rev 12:27.
111
Rev 22:17--The alternative to “come” – the invitation of the bride and the Spirit, will be deception, intoxication
and finally, death and judgment. Those who will not come when called, won’t, in the end, be able to come.
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testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 ¶ The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

Genesis to Jude
Gen 3:8-9 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day … 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you112?"

Gen 3:15 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and
her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel113."

Gen 17:5-6 5 "No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham;
For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations114. 6 "I will make you exceedingly
fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you.

Gen 22:3, 14

3

So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two
of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose
and went to the place of which God had told him. 14 Abraham called the name of that place115
The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD it will be
provided."

Gen 28:11-12, 17, 19

11

He came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the
sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in
that place. 12 He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to
heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 17 He was afraid and
said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate
of heaven. “… 19 He called the name of that place Bethel116 …

112

Gen 3:8-9--Relationship lost. God has been looking for man for a long time.
Gen 3:15 --From the beginning, there was a plan. The woman’s seed (Christ through the Holy Spirit and not
through Adam) would bruise (defeat) the serpent, the devil.
114
Gen 17:5-6--A multitude of nations becomes possible with the adoption of Gentile saints that accept Jesus (wild
olives) and come into the family (cf. Rom 11).
115
Gen 23:3, 14 --Adam had an amazing degree of friendship with God but sin completely devastated this
experience. God is love and separated Himself from sin. This is called holiness (sanctification). God began
to unfold His plan for correcting the issue of sin. He calls Abraham, covenants with him and shows him the
land that will be given to his offspring. Isaac as a young man experiences his father’s incredible obedience,
God’s great mercy in providing a sacrifice in the place of His choosing (Gen 22:2-18). Place becomes
important. His place is a place of provision.
116
Gen 28:19 --God’s house, literally “Beth-el”, is a place of angels coming and going. It is an awesome place.
Jacob, who has rough edges as his name suggests, has a powerful dream and revelation. God’s house is a
place of revelation – messages coming down and reports going up.
113
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Gen 39:4-6 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant117; and he
made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge. 5 It came about
that from the time he made him overseer in his house and over all that he owned, the LORD
blessed the Egyptian's house on account of Joseph; thus the LORD'S blessing was upon all that
he owned, in the house and in the field. 6 So he left everything he owned in Joseph's charge; and
with him there he did not concern himself with anything except the food which he ate…

Exo 25:8-9 8 "Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them.

9

"According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern118 of the tabernacle and the pattern
of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.

Exo 33:11 11 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face119, just as a man speaks to
his friend.

Num 12:6-8 “6 He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD,
shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream. 7 "Not so, with
My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household8 With him I speak mouth to mouth120 ,
Even openly, and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the LORD. Why then were
you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?

1Sam 7:1-2 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the LORD and brought it
into the house of Abinadab on the hill121 …

2

From the day that the ark remained at Kiriath-

Gen 39: --This is the first reference to the Hebrew word “sharath”. It will eventually be used to describe the
worship given to the Lord - the pleasant and deeply satisfying service that is rendered to the Lord.
118
Exo 25:8-9--Moses was given a divine idea. God showed him the pattern for the tent of meeting. What stood out
was “separation” (holiness) not relationship. The High Priest could only come once a year into the Holy of
Holies. Coming unannounced meant death. The Levites could not even see the holy artifacts of the tent or
would die. When they moved around in the desert the artifacts had to be carefully covered by the priests or
the Levite workers would die. The Levites in turn camped around the tent of meeting to help protect the
people from inappropriate access. The Israelites coming out of Egypt were very unfaithful and relationship
with God in His presence would take time to recover. God was watching for hearts and holiness!
119
Exo 33:1--Moses, of course, had a radically different experience personally. He had tremendous contact with the
Lord. He was the friend of God and saw Him “face to face”. Why is this? He had 40 years of wilderness
preparation. Adversity prepared his heart. He was the most humble man on the face of the earth at the time
(probably Joshua’s comment). It would be David who got the next installment on intimacy and friendship.
120
Num 12:7--Visual appearances of the Lord and plain audible speech from Him are rare. They have, do and will
occur but it is not normative. When God speaks outside of scripture He normally gives revelation in
parables. Godly prophetic input requires evaluation (1Cor 14:29).
121
1Sam 7:2--The ark was basically in storage for the better part of twenty years. Sacrifices, however, continued to
run at Gibeon in Moses’ tent of testimony. Religion without relationship?
117
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jearim, the time was long. , for it was twenty years; and all the house of Israel lamented after the
LORD.

1Sam 13:14 14 “… The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart122, and
the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people …"

2Sam 5:6-7 6 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the
inhabitants of the land, and they said to David, "You shall not come in here, but the blind and
lame will turn you away"; thinking, "David cannot enter here.“ 7 Nevertheless, David captured
the stronghold of Zion123, that is the city of David.

2Sam 6:17

17

So they brought in the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent
which David had pitched for it124; and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before
the LORD.

2Sam 6:22 22 "I will be more lightly esteemed than this and will be humble125 in my own eyes, but
with the maids of whom you have spoken, with them I will be distinguished."

2Kings 19:35 … that night that the angel of the LORD … struck 185,000 Assyrians126
1Chr 9:33 33 Now these are the singers, heads of fathers' households of the Levites, who lived
in the chambers of the temple free from other service; for they were engaged in their work day
and night127.

1Sam 13:14--A man after God’s own heart. Relationship drives what God does.
2Sam 5:7--David takes Jerusalem from the Jebusites. It will be his capital but more importantly, God is coming
to town.
124
2Sam 6:17--David erects a tent in the city of David and brings the neglected Ark of the Testimony or Ark of the
Covenant and places it in his simple tent or tabernacle. There is no information on how David set up his
tent. The Ark is where God met with Moses (Exo 25:22). By David’s time, the Ark was no longer in
Moses’ tent of meeting. It was kept in storage at Abinadab’s home (1Sam 7:1). Moses’ tent of meeting
continued to operate independently in Gibeon (1Chr 21:29). For 43 years David’s tent and Moses’ tent
were separate. Asaph ran David’s tent in Jerusalem (1 Chr 16:5) and Zadoc ran Moses’ tent (1Chr 16:39) at
Gibeon. It appears that everyone collectively, blinked!
125
2Sam 6:22--David, like Moses had great humility.
126
2Kings 19:35 --When Hezekiah restored the night watch, Isaiah recorded the destruction of the Assyrian army
during the night watch (Isa 30:30ff)!
127
1Chr 9:33--The Levites were “full time” in David’s tent and other duties were picked up by other Levites to help
David’s singers keep their focus.
122
123
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1Chr 16:4, 8-10 He appointed some of the Levites as ministers 128 before the ark of the
LORD8 Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the
peoples. 9 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 10 Glory in His holy
name; Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad

1Chr 16:11-12 11 Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face continually.

12

Remember
His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the judgments from His mouth…
statute… 31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; say among the nations, "The LORD
reigns129."

1Chr 23:5 5 … and 4,000 were gatekeepers, and 4,000 were praising the LORD with the
instruments which David made for giving praise130.

1Chr 25:1-7 Moreover, David … set apart for the service some of the sons of Asaph … to
prophesy with lyres, harps and cymbals … 7 Their number who were trained in singing to the
LORD … were … 288. 8 They cast lots for their duties, all alike, the small as well as the great,
the teacher as well as the pupil131.

1Chr 28:12-13, 19 12 and the plan of all that he had in mind, for the courts of the house of the
LORD … for the storehouses of the dedicated things; 13 also for the divisions of the priests and
the Levites and for all the work of the service of the house of the LORD and for all the utensils
of service in the house of the LORD… 19 "All this," said David, "the LORD made me understand
in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern132."

1Chr 16:8--Asaph and his relatives are appointed to minister to the Lord. The word “minister” is a translation of
the Hebrew word Sharath – the pleasant and deeply satisfying service that is rendered to the Lord.
The word is first used of Joseph’s service (ministry) to the Egyptian Captain of the Guard, and later to the
jailer. They were so pleased with Joseph that they left everything in his care. God is the audience of One,
the focus of “sharath”. The Levites were to do it literally “before the face of the Ark”. They sing, declare
and pray what would have been the scriptures available to David. The “sharath of the Lord” or first
commandment devotion is the central premise of David’s tent. In essence David set himself apart for
the Lord. His performance had issues but his heart was “set apart” for the Lord.
129
1Chr 16:11-12--Sharath is further described by the “verbs” the Chronicler uses and the objects of those actions.
This becomes the national definition of “sharath”.
130
1Chr 23:5--The original team that David set apart for the Lord. The size of the team made 24/7 possible.
131
1Chr 25:1, 7--David appoints 288 prophetic singers, 4,000 musicians and 4,000 gatekeepers to provide “round
the clock” focus on God. The number of musicians and singers allowed for 24/7 coverage. There were
shifts or teams. There is no mention of how often the “lot” was recast or how many were on a team.
132
1Chr 28:19--The Story continues with David. He is a man after God’s own heart and God gives him a divine idea
too. He will pick up where Moses left off in building the tabernacle and reveal a somewhat hidden
128
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2Chr 8:11 11 Then Solomon brought Pharaoh's daughter up from the city of David to the house
which he had built for her, for he said, "My wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of
Israel133, because the places are holy where the ark of the LORD has entered."

2Chr 20:27-29 27 Every man of Judah and Jerusalem returned with Jehoshaphat at their head,
returning to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies. 28
They came to Jerusalem with harps, lyres and trumpets to the house of the LORD. 29 And the
dread of God was on all the kingdoms of the lands134 when they heard that the LORD had fought
against the enemies of Israel.

2Chr 29:1-25 Hezekiah … brought in the priests and the Levites … the LORD has chosen
you to stand before Him, to minister to Him …25 He then stationed the Levites in the house of
the LORD with cymbals, with harps and with lyres, according to the command of David135…

Job 7:14 14 Then You frighten me with dreams And terrify me by visions136;
Ezra 9:8-9 8 "But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the LORD our God, to
leave us an escaped remnant and to give us a peg (think ‘tent’ peg like David would have used)
in His holy place, that our God may enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our
dimension of God. He desires intimacy. The apostle John has much more to say about intimacy in the book
of Revelation. David enthusiastically pursues the revealed pattern that God provides. Others aspects of
God’s house will come later through David’s offspring and the prophets God sends.
133
2Chr 8:11--It would seem that David’s simple tent that housed the Ark was actually connected to David’s house
in some measure. It may have been in his compound. Solomon instinctively knew that his foreign wife
should not dwell where the ark had been.
134
2Chr 20:29--The impact of a restored House of Prayer affected the region. The dread of God was on the
surrounding kingdoms. The HOP was a shield or as Ezra would later note. “God provided a wall.” God
continues to describe the impact of His house.
135
2Chr 29:1-25--Sadly, David’s experience and tent life died out most likely sometime during the time of Solomon.
It was restored but restoration always was temporary. The nation would turn away. Hezekiah brought the
nation back for a season. The Assyrian army was devastating the norther kingdom and Jerusalem was in
Assyria’s sights! Hezekiah quickly restored the worship and prayer of David’s tent according to the
promise given to Solomon in 2Chr 7:14. The singers and band were restored. The night and day command
of David was restored. And during the night watch, God destroyed 185,000 Assyrian troops (2Kings
19:35). Jerusalem was saved. David’s commanded practice would fail again under Hezekiah’s son
Manasseh. Ezra and Nehemiah made the last major attempt to revive the HOP. Three hundred years after
Hezekiah, Ezra himself is now in Judah. The 2nd temple has now been built but Nehemiah has not come
and the walls are still broken down and the gates burned with fire. A natural wall for Judah would be a big
undertaking. A revived HOP in Jerusalem would provide Judah such a spiritual wall. Judah had seen the
impact among the Philistine territories (2Chr 20:29). The army collected the spoils from the defeated
kingdoms and it took three days to transport it to Jerusalem (2Chr 20:25). The HOP had a regional impact
beyond the city gates! In Jesus’ day, it was but a whisper in history.
136
Job 7:14--Satan has been given access to Job and the dreams are from him and not God. At the end of the age
deception will be prevalent. Understanding how God reveals and authenticates what He reveals will be
important (cf. 2Thes 2:10).
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bondage. 9 "For we are slaves; yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has extended
lovingkindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us reviving to raise up the house
of our God, to restore its ruins and to give us a wall137 in Judah and Jerusalem.

Psa 2:1-12 Why are the nations in an uproar, And the peoples devising a vain thing? 2 The
kings of the earth take their stand, And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and
against His Anointed138: 3 "Let us tear their fetters apart, And cast away their cords from us!" 4
He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then He will speak to them in His
anger And terrify them in His fury: 6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My
holy mountain." 7 "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'Thou art My
Son, Today I have begotten Thee. 8 'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine
inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Thy possession. 9 'Thou shalt break them with a
rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.'" 10 Now therefore, O kings, show
discernment; Take warning, O judges of the earth. 11 Worship the LORD with reverence, And
rejoice with trembling. 12 Do homage to the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the
way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!

Psa 5:4 4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with
You139.

Psa 23: 3-6 3 He restores my soul… 6 Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all
the days of my life, And I will dwell140 in the house of the LORD forever.

137

Ezra 9:9--Ezra realizes that Judah needs a wall. A physical wall would be a massive undertaking to construct but
a spiritual wall established through a functioning House of Prayer as Jehoshaphat discovered, would
accomplish protection (cf. 2Chr 20:29)
138
Psa 2:1--The end time opposition to Jesus will be so intense that confrontation and destruction will be the only
recourse. Psa 1 is the preferred way to live. Psa 2 is the result if Psa 1 is not followed. Joel 2 is the warning
to a compromised people. Joel 3 is a warning to the nations that follow the path of Psa 2. Acts 2 is God’s
response to those who choose faithfulness. The difference between the reprobate and saint grow in clarity –
the edges are crisp. You love Jesus or you don’t. Negotiation is not welcomed.
139
Psa 5:4--David provided God’s view on the purpose of David’s tent. It was certainly the place to minister to the
Lord and that was job one. Intimacy was the language of the tent. The side benefits to ministry were
amazing. David’s tent was also a place of fellowship in addition to provision and revelation. Mutual
edification followed those committed to “sharath”. They worshiped, sang and prayed together and were
usually close friends. There were failures in fellowship but fellowship in the house remained sweet to those
given to that life style and heart. It was expected. It was a natural outcome of David’s tent. Those who draw
near to God draw near to one another and the Apostle John would later describe this (1John 1:6-10). Evil
would not dwell there. It will always move away from God.
140
Psa 23:6--David saw his life as “dwelling” in God’s house forever. It was the organizing principle of his life (cf.
Psa 24:7)
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Psa 24:3-4 3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy
place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart141,

Psa 27:4-5

4

One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the
house of the LORD all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD And to meditate
in His temple 5 For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; In the secret place
of His tent He will hide me142…

Psa 27:8 8 When You said, "Seek My face," my heart said to You, "Your face, O LORD, I shall
seek."

Psa 31:20 20 You hide them in the secret place of Your presence from the conspiracies of man;
You keep them secretly in a shelter from the strife of tongues143.

Psa 36:7-9

7

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! And the children of men take
refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 8 They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; And
You give them to drink of the river of Your delights. 9 For with You is the fountain of life; In
Your light we see light144.

Psa 24:3-4--David knew that the only ones who would come and dwell in God’s courts were those whose hearts
and hands God had cleaned and were kept clean by God. All others with a different heart would move on.
David applied the same logic to his kingdom operation and house (Psa 101) that God used for His House
(Psa 5:4-5).
142
Psa 27:4-5--David made dwelling in God’s presence his passion. He was there morning, noon and night. One
could say that he “sanctified” himself for the purpose of drawing near to God. Even though he was a busy
man – husband, father, military leader and political leader, his focus was the manifest presence of God. He
wanted to be before the face of God, always and would go out to do life as needed. This is the opposite of
what is typically seen today. Folks do life and fit God in when it is convenient! David saw the beauty of
God in his tent. Intimacy with God was David’s greatest testimony. He cared about the laws of God but
they flowed out of his experience of God’s beauty. As Paul would later say, the law is a “guardian or tutor”
pointing to a time when a son comes of age in his father’s home (Gal 4:1-2). The son’s motivation differs
from that of the slave. The Son loves the Father and acts from that position. David was God’s son.
143
Psa 31:20--David’s tent was a place of refuge from threats, disappointments and the conspiracies of men.
Criticism was no stranger to David but he was able, in God’s tent, to work through the words spoken
against him and the actions that men planned against him. God extends the impact of His house.
144
Psa 36:7-9--God’s presence was a source of abundance and delight. David expected this from the beautiful God.
David’s tent would be a place of revelation and insight. God’s light would flood the atmosphere there.
What was generally available to the community of faith was enhanced in God’s presence and His presence
was supremely available in David’s tent. It was for all “men” – all “adam” mankind. David understands
that God’s house would be part of Abraham’s promise. All “adam” would have access in some way. It
would be an evangelism strategy.
141

56 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

Psa 51:10 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Psa 55:8-11, 14, 16-17, 19 8 "I would hasten to my place of refuge From the stormy wind
and tempest." 9 Confuse, O Lord, divide their tongues, For I have seen violence and strife in the
city. 10 Day and night they go around her upon her walls; And iniquity and mischief are in her
midst. 11 Destruction … is in her streets 14 We who had sweet fellowship together Walked in the
house of God in the throng145. 16 As for me, I shall call upon God, And the LORD will save me.
17
Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, And He will hear my voice146
…

Psa 57:7-9

7

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing, yes, I will sing
praises! Awake, my glory! Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn. 9 I will give thanks
to You, O Lord, among the peoples147; I will sing praises to You among the nations.
8

Psa 65:1-5 For the choir director. A Psalm of David. A Song. There will be silence before
You, and praise in Zion, O God, And to You the vow will be performed. 2 O You who hear
prayer, To You all men come148. 3 Iniquities prevail against me; As for our transgressions, You
forgive them. 4 How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You To dwell in

Psa 55:14--David’s tent was not simply for the singers and band and the professional priest or Levite. It was not
simply for David. It was for the community of faith. They would gather together to minister to the Lord. It
is a down payment of the “priesthood of the saints”. Moses required all the men to come at least 3 times a
year (Exo 23:17) regardless of where they lived. God’s house had social implications. It was not built on
convenience. The whole community would now have access to the Lord not simply the high priest at a set
time. This was a profound change from Moses’ time. Israel wasn’t more holy and God wasn’t
accommodating sin. David was a witness to the people: a forgiven heart with access. David understood that
his city was under siege. All was not rosy in the city. And the assault was operating from within and not
simply coming from the outside. Mischief and evil operated in the city day and night just like David's tent –
round the clock. He would cry out in his tent and ask God, morning, noon and night to mute the effect of
those who were bringing destruction to his city. He would pray for confusion and division amongst his
enemies and the enemies of God. David was a watchman (Isa 62:6-7, Eze 3:17) for Jerusalem.
146
Psalm 55:17-- David would murmur, or more correctly “argue” as a lawyer might, his case. And he would bring
his case morning, noon and night before God’s throne.
147
Psa 57:7-9-- David believed he would one day sing and make declarations before the nations. There is no record
of when David received his “divine idea” for the HOP all at once or over time. Even in this season of
running from Saul David realized that God would draw all men – even those from other lands (Psa 65:2-5).
He also looked forward to being a regular at the night watch and awaken the dawn. He reaffirmed this in
(Psa 108:1-4).
148
Psa 65:2-- Men are wired to pray because God wired them that way and is ready to answer. “All men” ethnos, not
just Israelites. They will come. Iniquity interferes with this wiring, dulling the pull to come, distracting
(you need a missionary to announce reconciliation). Prevail has the sense of “strong” – NIV, overwhelmed
by sin, guilty as charged; yet God forgives sin. Psa 51:16-17 contrition of heart was more important than
sacrifice. God’s compassion was key Psa 51:1.
145
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Your courts. We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple149. 5 By
awesome150 deeds You answer us in righteousness, O God of our salvation, You who are the
trust of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest sea;

Psa 91:3-8 3 For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper And from the deadly
pestilence. 4 He will cover you with His pinions, And under His wings you may seek refuge; His
faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. 5 You will not be afraid of the terror by night, Or of the
arrow that flies by day; 6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, Or of the destruction that lays
waste at noon. 7 A thousand may fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But it
shall not approach you151. 8 You will only look on with your eyes And see the recompense of the
wicked.

Psa 101:7

7

He who practices deceit shall not dwell within my house (David); He who speaks
falsehood shall not maintain his position before me.

Psa 103:3 3 Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases … Who crowns you
with lovingkindness and compassion152
The Lord is at Thy right hand; He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath. 6
He will judge among the nations, He will fill them with corpses153, He will shatter the chief men
over a broad country.

Psa 110:5-6

5

Psa 65:4-- The HOP is satisfying. Your House (David’s tent, God’s house, His holy temple), is the place of 24/7
night and day worship and intercession. It is home and we temporarily leave to “do” and then return.
150
Psa 65:5-- God responds to prayer with awesome deeds. And this prayer, dwelling and awesome deeds
relationship/connection will go around the world. Signs are released in response to the saints “our” prayers!
Stilling of tumult among the people – preparing folks. David expected God to reveal Himself, to be
recognized as “the trust” of all the earth and they would see signs “prayed in”. The prayer movement is a
last days plan of God. It is an evangelism strategy.
151
Psa 91:7--Some believers will be marvelously delivered from evil. God’s tent will be a shelter. Others will be
martyred (cf. Rev 13). Both living and dying well as unto the Lord.
152
Psa 103:3--David doesn’t mention the HOP but it was so central to David’s life that it is hard to separate
“healing” from the HOP. David directly mentions “forgiveness” (Psa 65), “lovingkindness” (Psa 5:7) and
compassion (Psa 69:9, 16) in HOP passages.
153
Psa 110:6--This is not an antiseptic power shift. God will crush His opponents at the end of natural time when
God removes everything that hinders love.
149
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Psa 122:1 A Song of Ascents, of David. I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the
house of the LORD154."

Psa 122:6-9 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you. 7 "May peace
be within your walls, And prosperity within your palaces." 8 For the sake of my brothers and my
friends, I will now say, "May peace be within you." 9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our
God, I will seek your good155.

Psa 141:2

2

May my prayer be counted as incense before You; The lifting up of my hands as
the evening offering156.

Eccl 5:3 NIV A dream comes when there are many cares157, and many words mark the speech of
a fool.

Isa 2:1-4 The word which Isaiah the son of Amos saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2

Now it will come about that In the last days, The Mountain of the house of the LORD Will be
established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations
will stream to it. 3 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD158, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways,
And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for
many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.

Psa 122:1--David’s tent was an “us” place not just for the professionals.
Psa 122:6-9-- David understood that he needed to pray for the prosperity and protection of his city – Jerusalem.
He realized that if Jerusalem prospered, his brothers would too and even more importantly God’s house,
David’s tent, would benefit. The city belonged to God and David would seek its welfare.
156
Psa 141:2--David looks ahead in time and draws for us the fundamental equation: Incense is prayer; Sacrifice is
worship, the lifting of the hands. Prayer and worship will continue on when animal sacrifice and incense is
no longer required.
157
Ecc 5:3--Solomon writes, “a dream comes when there are many cares … (Ecc 5:3 NIV)” literally ‘tasks’, “… all
that is done under heaven. It is a grievous task which God has given to the sons of men …” (Ecc 1:13).
These cares are part of the machinery of life and can result in dreams. At the end of the age understanding
revelation will be critical. Deception will abound (2Thes 2:10).
158
Isa 2:3--This will be the only true mountain left on the earth after the last bowl judgment. See comments on Rev
16:21. The HOP will be the highest expression of worship (Mic 4:1), instruction (Mic 4:2) and government
(Isa 16:5).
154
155
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Isa 6:10, 13

10

"Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes
dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears … be healed159 13 "Yet there
will be a tenth portion in it, And it will again be subject to burning, Like a terebinth or an oak
Whose stump remains when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump."

Isa 9:6-7

6

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will
rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace,
On the throne of David and over his kingdom160, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and
righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish
this.

Isa 11:6-10

6

And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the
kid, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7
Also the cow and the bear will graze; Their young will lie down together; And the lion will eat
straw like the ox. 8 And the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned
child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy
mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the
sea.161 10 ¶ Then it will come about in that day That the nations will resort to the root of Jesse,
Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.

Isa 6:10 --The House of Prayer (HOP) was God’s term (Isaiah) for David’s tent. God instructed Isaiah to
prophecy blindness and deafness to Israel. As a prophet, Isaiah saw that the HOP would collapse again (Isa
59:2). The blind and deaf would not seek or call out and God would discipline them. This must have been a
staggering word to bring and Isaiah surely wondered how Israel could survive without the HOP
functioning. But God provided a startling solution. In the future, David’s would have a successor who
would dispense justice from David’s tent (Isa 16:5). God would bring foreigners in to the tent who loved
Him and they would man the HOP. Israel’s blindness would not stop God. He would be faithful even
though Israel was not. God would have the wall of intercession manned “night and day”. The intercessors
would be commanded to give Him no rest until Jerusalem was a praise in the earth. As is so often the case,
no time period for this was given to Isaiah. It was for another day. Isaiah, however, was given a clue for
that time period. Deep darkness would cover the earth in that coming day, but God’s dawn would arise. The
light would overwhelm the darkness even as “day” overwhelms the night. He would provide watchman for
His purposes. These watchman would receive messages coming down (Eze 3:17) and report messages;
praise and requests on the kingdom, up (Isa 62:6-7). These are the two roles of the watchman. Prophet and
intercessor in many ways are synonymous. The burden comes from above and the prayer rises upward.
160
Isa 9:7--Government will continue on earth, in Israel (David’s kingdom) forever! It is growing now and will be
obvious in the millennium and beyond. It will have no end.
161
Isa 11:6--Isaiah saw a time coming on earth, in Israel, where the conditions would be like Eden and men would
be drawn there, back to their God. This too will start with the millennium.
159
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Isa 16:5

5

A throne will even be established in lovingkindness, And a judge will sit on it in
faithfulness in the tent of David162; Moreover, he will seek justice And be prompt in
righteousness.

Isa 24:1-6 ¶ Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface, and
scatters its inhabitants. 2 And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his master, the
maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower, the creditor like the
debtor. 3 The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has
spoken this word. 4 The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of
the people of the earth fade away. 5 The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they
transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore, a curse devours
the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are
burned, and few men are left 163.

Isa 26:18 NIV We were with child, we writhed in labor, but we gave birth to wind. We have not
brought salvation164 to the earth, and the people of the world have not come to life.

Isa 27:12-13

12

¶ And it will come about in that day, that the LORD will start His threshing
from the flowing stream of the Euphrates to the brook of Egypt; and you will be gathered up one
by one, O sons of Israel. 13 It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be
blown165; and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land
of Egypt will come and worship the LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

Isa 28:13-22

13

So the word of the LORD to them will be, "Order on order, order on order,
Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there," That they may go and stumble backward,
be broken, snared, and taken captive. 14 Therefore, hear the word of the LORD, O scoffers, Who
Isa 16:5--David’s future government would operate out of his tent, the HOP. No doubt, wherever David’s tent is
found today, heavenly governmental action takes place. It is the nature of God’s government. It flows in
David’s tent.
163
Isa 24:6--Few people will be left when God removes sinners and refashions the earth. The first round of cleanup
begins with the seals and trumpets and then after the destruction wrought by the bowls judgments (the
collapse of mountains and cities). Restoration continues in the millennium and ends after that when there is
a new earth. The few that are left may be those of Zech 14:16; not yet marked for the kingdom or the beast
but moving into the millennium period. The gospel will be needed in the millennium. See Rev 20:5.
164
Isa 26:18--Isaiah recognizes that Abraham’s blessing to the nations is broken. A great “salvation” has not come
forth. David’s HOP would fix this. The nations would come (Psa 65:2-5).
165
Isa 27:13--This is likely the 7th trumpet of Rev 11:15. Israel and Jews in general will be in a great period of
distress. Jesus will deliver Jews from all their places of captivity as He marches to Jerusalem to defeat the
antichrist whose authority and power are over. The un-marked – those who have not made a personal
commitment to Jesus (saints) or the antichrist (demonic), will pass into the millennium.
162

61 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

rule this people who are in Jerusalem, 15 Because you have said, "We have made a covenant
with death, And with Sheol we have made a pact166. The overwhelming scourge will not reach us
when it passes by, For we have made falsehood our refuge and we have concealed ourselves with
deception." 16 Therefore thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be
disturbed. 17 "And I will make justice the measuring line, And righteousness the level; Then hail
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, And the waters shall overflow the secret place. 18 "And your
covenant with death shall be canceled, And your pact with Sheol shall not stand; When the
overwhelming scourge passes through, Then you become its trampling place. 19 "As often as it
passes through, it will seize you. For morning after morning it will pass through, anytime during
the day or night. And it will be sheer terror to understand what it means." 20 The bed is too short
on which to stretch out, And the blanket is too small to wrap oneself in. 21 For the LORD will
rise up as at Mount Perazim, He will be stirred up as in the valley of Gibeon; To do His task, His
unusual task, And to work His work, His extraordinary work. 22 And now do not carry on as
scoffers, Lest your fetters be made stronger; For I have heard from the Lord God of hosts, Of
decisive destruction on all the earth167.

Isa 30:30-32 30 And the LORD will cause His voice of authority to be heard … Assyria will be
terrified, When He strikes with the rod. 32 And every blow of the rod of punishment, Which the
LORD will lay on him, Will be with the music of tambourines and lyres; And in battles,
brandishing weapons, He will fight them168.

Isa 40:3-5 3 A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth
in the desert a highway for our God169. 4"Let every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and
Isa 28:15--This is most likely the Daniel 9:27 7 year agreement that Israel’s leaders will make with the antichrist.
It is described as a covenant with death. Israel’s kings repeatedly made peace treaties and alliances with
surrounding kingdoms in the hope of avoiding destruction: for example Egypt and Assyria (2Kings 16:7-8).
They didn’t rely on God but hedged their bets! If a cataclysmic event like Eze 38-39 occurs and Jews are
blamed for the loss – since few would accept a supernatural explanation, then Israel’s unbelieving leaders
may choose the deceptive offer of protection from the antichrist. He controls the surrounding nations who
would be greatly angered by their loss and deep suspicion and hatred of the Jews. God will annul this
agreement. He will lift His hand of protection for Israel and Jerusalem which will lead to Jacob’s time of
trouble. In the early days of the “agreement with death” there will likely be a thin veneer of peace. This will
allow the necessary rebuilding of the temple and escalation of repatriation of Jews. Persecution will be
prevalent outside of Israel and the veneer of peace will offer a semblance of hope and protection.
167
Isa 28:22--See comment on Isa 24.
168
Isa 30:32 --Isaiah records God’s reaction to the prayers of the night watch reinstituted by Hezekiah (2Kings
19:35).
169
Isa 40:3--John the Baptist was a forerunner and the gospels make the connection (Matt 3:3) to this passage. But
there is an even greater coming - the 2nd coming, and a greater voice that will be heard blasting the
message. Verse four will have both a spiritual (HOP?) and a literal interpretation (Rev 16:19)! See
comments on Joel 2. The HOP is a forerunner ministry – preparing for the 2nd coming; Bridegroom, King
and Judge. (cf. Matt 17:11)
166
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hill be made low; And let the rough ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad
valley; 5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the
mouth of the LORD has spoken."

Isa 54:1-4 ¶ "Shout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no child; Break forth into joyful
shouting and cry aloud, you who have not travailed; For the sons of the desolate one will be more
numerous Than the sons of the married woman170," says the LORD. 2 "Enlarge the place of your
tent; Stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spare not; Lengthen your cords, And strengthen
your pegs. 3 "For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left. And your descendants will
possess nations, And they will resettle the desolate cities.

Isa 55:3-4 3 "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen that you may live; And I will make an
everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David. 4 "Behold, I
have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander for the peoples171.

Isa 56:6-7

6

"Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, To minister to Him and to
love the name of the Lord … 7 Even those I will bring … And make them joyful in My house of
prayer. … My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples172."

Isa 60:2 2 "For behold, darkness will cover the earth, deep darkness … But the LORD will rise
upon you173.

Isa 61:8-11 8 For I, the LORD, love justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering; And I will
faithfully give them their recompense, And I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

9

Isa 54:1--Though Israel is barren and has not accomplished God’s purposes, a day is coming when the wait for
the long arm of the Lord is over. Israel is told to enlarge her expectations in preparation for what is coming.
There will be a season of Jacob’s trouble and restoration (Rom 11) and a millennial kingdom (Rev 20).
171
Isa 55:4-- Relationship is a heart issue and behavior follows heart. God told Isaiah years later that David was
actually the gold standard for worship and prayer (Isa 55:3-4). He was God’s model and God made him a
leader for the nations – a “witness” or testimony. He was not just the leader of Israel but the nations
(ethnos). ‘Do it like David’ was heaven’s message.
172
Isa 56:6-7 --God would have foreigners (Gentiles) come to sharath Him since His own people were blind and
deaf. Isaiah must have been stunned. The phrase “house of prayer for all the peoples” could also be
translated “house of prayer by all the peoples”. No time table was given for this but the Gentiles through
the HOP will pray for the restoration of Israel and Jerusalem its head and for a final great harvest (cf. Acts
15:16-17)
173
Isa 60:2 --The season coming would be both a time of “deep darkness” and rising dawn. Both going on at the
same time as Joel termed the “day of the Lord”. It would be great and terrible, together; not sequential,
dawn following darkness, but together and the dawn will overtake the darkness and continue.
170
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Then their offspring will be known among the nations, And their descendants in the midst of the
peoples. All who see them will recognize them Because they are the offspring whom the LORD
has blessed. 10 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will exult in my God; For He has
clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, As a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For
as the earth brings forth its sprouts, And as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, So
the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise To spring up before all the nations174.

Isa 62:1-7 ¶ For Zion's sake I will not keep silent175, And for Jerusalem's sake I will not keep
quiet, Until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, And her salvation like a torch that is
burning. 2 And the nations will see your righteousness, And all kings your glory; And you will
be called by a new name, Which the mouth of the LORD will designate. 3 You will also be a
crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 It will
no longer be said to you, "Forsaken," Nor to your land will it any longer be said, "Desolate"; But
you will be called, "My delight is in her," And your land, "Married"; For the LORD delights in
you, And to Him your land will be married. 5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So your sons
will marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So your God will rejoice over
you176. 6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; All day and all night they
will never keep silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves177; 7 And give
Him no rest until He establishes And makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

Isa 62:8-12 8 The LORD has sworn by His right hand and by His strong arm178, "I will never
again give your grain as food for your enemies; Nor will foreigners drink your new wine, for
which you have labored." 9 But those who garner it will eat it, and praise the LORD; And those
174

Isa 61:11--Isaiah looks ahead to a future time when Israel and her offspring will walk in righteousness and praise
before all the nations. The first coming of Jesus was a down payment. A measure of this promise lies in the
“last days” and its fullness in the millennium.
175
Isa 62:1--In this last days timeframe, the prophet Isaiah is gripped to cry out in intercession and the nature of his
intercession is described in the following verses.
176
Isa 62:5--God will finally be known and understood as the bridegroom God. The saints are loved and pursued.
177
Isa 62:6--God will call intercessors who will cry out for this reality night and day and will give God no rest until
He releases the full dimension of His heart. It is the promise of a restored Davidic HOP – intimacy driven,
night and day, intercession and worship around the statutes, judgments and commandments of God. It will
be manned in large measure by Gentiles called of God. It will release the power of God (Isa 62:10) and
finally the judgment of God (Isa 63:1), when all that hinders love will be removed. Ezekiel (Eze 3:17) is a
watchman. He hears from heaven and reports to the nation. He is one face of the watchman. Isaiah is the
other face, a watchman as well, reminding God from earth of His promises that He should keep (cf. Isa
62:6-7). One coin, two sides, the prophetic and intercession, both watchman. And the modern “intercessor”
is engaged in the heavenly conversation, hearing from above (prophetic) and calling out to Him for His
outcomes (intercession) and waiting again for God’s words. It is a conversation.
178
Isa 62:8--Jesus is the bridegroom God but He is also Jesus the King--the one with power to supply, to build, to
remove, to save and reward.
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who gather it will drink it in the courts of My sanctuary. 10 Go through, go through the gates;
Clear the way for the people; Build up, build up the highway; Remove the stones, lift up a
standard over the peoples. 11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth, Say to
the daughter of Zion, "Lo, your salvation comes; Behold His reward is with Him, and His
recompense before Him." 12 And they will call them, "The holy people, The redeemed of the
LORD"; And you will be called, "Sought out, a city not forsaken."

Isa 63:1-6 ¶ Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from
Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It
is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save." 2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments
like the one who treads in the wine press? 3 "I have trodden the wine trough alone, And from the
peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger, And trampled them in My
wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And I stained all My raiment179. 4 "For
the day of vengeance was in My heart, And My year of redemption has come. 5 "And I looked,
and there was no one to help, And I was astonished and there was no one to uphold; So My own
arm brought salvation to Me; And My wrath upheld Me. 6 "And I trod down the peoples in My
anger, And made them drunk in My wrath, And I poured out their lifeblood on the earth."

Isa. 66:8-9 8 "Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in
one day? Can a nation be brought forth all at once180? As soon as Zion travailed, she also brought
forth her sons. 9 "Shall I bring to the point of birth and not give delivery?" says the LORD. "Or
shall I who gives delivery shut the womb?" says your God.

Jer. 17:9 9 "The heart is more deceitful181 than all else And is desperately sick; Who can
understand it?

179

Isa 63:1-- Jesus is not only the bridegroom God, and not only the king with power, He is also clearly coming as a
righteous judge, destroying His enemies. Real blood is splattered on His garments. It seems likely that this
Bozrah event will occur just after Jesus processes in the sky (Rev 1:7) for all eyes to see. He will return to
earth with His army of saints--past and present. He will then fight His way to Jerusalem – freeing captives,
gathering stragglers and destroying armies as He goes. The final battle, the battle for Jerusalem will await
Him as He moves to establish His kingdom and defeat the antichrist whose power and authority are over.
180
Isa 66:8--The answer is yes. Israel was back on their land as a national entity in 1948 and the city of Jerusalem
came under Israeli control in 1967. It is not yet a righteous nation but it is back on the land as promised.
Harry S. Truman was instrumental in the UN vote to give nation status to Israel in 1948. In 2008, 50 years
to the day that the Truman property was sold, it was sold again, this time, to IHOP. The events surrounding
this sale are remarkable and this further cemented the call of IHOP to fulfill God’s promise of Davidic
houses of prayer run by Gentiles for the purpose of praying for Israel and the final harvest (cf. Acts 15:1617). The HOP growth around the globe since the rebirth of national Israel has been amazing.
181
Jer 17:9 --The heart is most needed as was true of David yet it is most open to deception.
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Jer. 23:19-20 19 "Behold, the storm of the LORD has gone forth in wrath, Even a whirling
tempest; It will swirl down on the head of the wicked. 20 "The anger of the LORD will not turn
back Until He has performed and carried out the purposes of His heart; In the last days182 you
will clearly understand it.

Jer 30:3, 6-8, 11

3

'For behold, days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will restore the
fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.' The LORD says, 'I will also bring them back to the land
that I gave to their forefathers and they shall possess it.'" 6 'Ask now, and see If a male can give
birth. Why do I see every man With his hands on his loins, as a woman in childbirth? And why
have all faces turned pale? 7 'Alas! for that day is great, There is none like it; And it is the time of
Jacob's distress183, But he will be saved from it. 8 'It shall come about on that day,' declares the
LORD of hosts, 'that I will break his yoke from off their neck and will tear off their bonds; and
strangers will no longer make them their slaves… 11 'For I am with you,' declares the LORD, 'to
save you; For I will destroy completely all the nations where I have scattered you, Only I will not
destroy you completely184. But I will chasten you justly And will by no means leave you
unpunished.'

Jer 30:24-31:2

24

The fierce anger of the LORD will not turn back, Until He has performed,
and until He has accomplished The intent of His heart; In the latter days you will understand
this185. "At that time," declares the LORD, "I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and
they shall be My people." 2 Thus says the LORD, "The people who survived the sword Found
grace in the wilderness-- Israel, when it went to find its rest186."

Jer 31:9-10

9

"With weeping they shall come, And by supplication I will lead them187; I will
make them walk by streams of waters, On a straight path in which they shall not stumble; For I
am a father to Israel, And Ephraim is My first-born." 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
Jer 23:20--The last days is a season of God’s activities.
Jer 30:7--Jacob’s trouble or distress is understood as the last 3 ½ years of the 7 year agreement made with the
antichrist (Dan 9). It begins when the antichrist declares himself to be god. He makes this declaration while
sitting in the restored temple and great persecution and judgment are released.
184
Jer 30:11--God will repatriate Jews for correction but not destruction. Zechariah and Isaiah reveal that the
correction is significant (cf. Isa 6:13; Zech 13:8-9)
185
Jer 30:24--There will be insight in the last days. The people of God will get it. See comments on Dan 12:10.
186
Jer 31:2--Israel will find grace in the wilderness. This is probably the remnant that survives the antichrist’s purge.
There is an implication for the church. Wilderness Christianity is the antidote for the antichrist’s seduction.
See comments on Hos 2 and Rev 18.
187
Jer 31:9--In the last days (Jer 30:24), God will lead Israel through prayer! By extension, our knowledge and
experience of God and understanding of the last days revelation will come in the context of corporate
prayer. Amos 8:11 described a famine for the word of God that is coming. However, God and His words
will be available to the praying church. Whole hearted engagement will yield whole hearted connection and
direction.
182
183
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And declare in the coastlands afar off, And say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, And
keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock."

Eze 3:17 17 "Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me188.

Eze 38:1-39:29 ¶ And the word of the LORD came to me saying, 2 "Son of man, set your face
toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against
him, 3 and say, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh,
Meshech, and Tubal. 4 "And I will turn you about, and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring
you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen189, all of them splendidly attired, a great
company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords; 5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Put with
them, all of them with shield and helmet; 6 Gomer with all its troops; Beth-togarmah from the
remote parts of the north with all its troops-- many peoples with you190. 7 ¶ "Be prepared, and
prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and be a guard for
them. 8 "After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land
that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the
mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the
nations, and they are living securely, all of them191. 9 "And you will go up, you will come like a
storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and many peoples with
you." 10 ¶ 'Thus says the Lord God, "It will come about on that day, that thoughts will come into
your mind, and you will devise an evil plan, 11 and you will say, 'I will go up against the land of
unwalled villages. I will go against those who are at rest, that live securely, all of them living
without walls, and having no bars or gates, 12 to capture spoil and to seize plunder192, to turn your
hand against the waste places which are now inhabited, and against the people who are gathered
188

Eze 3:17--Ezekiel is a watchman. He hears from heaven and reports to the nation. He is one face of the
watchman. Isaiah is the other face, a watchman as well, reminding God from earth of His promises that He
should keep (cf. Isa 62:6-7). One coin, two sides, the prophetic and intercession, both watchman. And the
modern “intercessor” is engaged in the heavenly conversation, hearing from above (prophetic) and calling
out to Him for His outcomes (intercession) and waiting again for God’s words. It is a conversation.
189
Eze 38:4--The prince of Rosh does not willingly come out to wage war. He is violently forced out by God. He
has been summoned. In this study, this event is tied to the command to the rider of Rev 6:1. The rider
comes out in response to command that sounded like “thunder”. Satan has been successful with hiddenness
and probably doesn’t want to make a bold frontal attack when subtlety works so well but is being forced to
do so. God, in mercy, forces his hand ultimately to save His sons and daughters and fulfill His words.
190
Eze 38:6--This is a large army, but it doesn’t include all the nations. It is a very specific subset. This is probably
not the army of Rev 19.
191
Eze 38:8--This sounds like modern Israel. They have been through wars and there is always the threat of
terrorism, but in general Israel is secure and prosperous. And there has been a great and continuing
movement of Jews to Israel (brought out) since it became a nation in 1948.
192
Eze 38:12--Israel continues to grow quietly in prosperity and although the public face of antisemitism is
trumpeted by the Arab and Islamic world, Israel may well represent a prized target for economic advantage.
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from the nations, who have acquired cattle and goods, who live at the center of the world.193' 13
"Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all its villages, will say to you, 'Have
you come to capture spoil? Have you assembled your company to seize plunder, to carry away
silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to capture great spoil?'"' 14 ¶ "Therefore, prophesy,
son of man, and say to Gog, 'Thus says the Lord God, "On that day when My people Israel are
living securely, will you not know it? 15 "And you will come from your place out of the remote
parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly
and a mighty army; 16 and you will come up against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the
land. It will come about in the last days that I shall bring you against My land, in order that the
nations may know Me when I shall be sanctified through you before their eyes, O Gog194." 17 ¶
'Thus says the Lord God, "Are you the one of whom I spoke in former days through My servants
the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for many years that I would bring you
against them? 18 "And it will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of
Israel," declares the Lord God, "that My fury will mount up in My anger. 19 "And in My zeal and
in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day there will surely be a great earthquake in the land
of Israel195. 20 "And the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all the
creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth will
shake at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will collapse,
and every wall will fall to the ground. 21 "And I shall call for a sword against him on all My
mountains," declares the Lord God. "Every man's sword will be against his brother. 22 "And with
pestilence and with blood I shall enter into judgment with him; and I shall rain on him, and on
his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire, and
brimstone196. 23 "And I shall magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and make Myself known in the
sight of many nations; and they will know that I am the LORD197."' 39:1 ¶ "And you, son of
man, prophesy against Gog, and say, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I am against you, O
Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal; 2 and I shall turn you around, drive you on, take you

Eze 38:12--Israel is the center of the world, and the center of history. God’s calendar runs in conjunction with
Jewish events.
194
Eze 38:16--God intends to use this event to advertise His glory. God wants everyone’s attention. He will
interrupt “business as usual” activity and use the least amount of calamity to reach the largest number of
people with the declaration of Jesus the judge and His gracious saving message.
195
Eze 38:19--There will be a great earthquake and a divine move of God’s hand to destroy the army. It takes place
in Israel. There are a number of earthquake references in the last days. In Rev 16:18-20 – the 7th bowl
appears to be even more destructive than this earthquake. In that quake, all the cities of the nations
collapse, and there are no more mountains. There is an earthquake at the 7th trumpet; at the 6th trumpet and
at the 6th seal. The 6th seal also appears to be universal and bigger than this earthquake. There may not be a
direct match in the book of Revelation. What is significant is God. He moves to protect Israel. Eze 38-39. It
is assumed in this study that the events of Isa 28 occur shortly after this miraculous deliverance when Israel
seeks to “hedge” its bets much like they have done in the past – playing off the brokers of power (Egypt,
Assyria, Syria, Babylon) with various alliances. The goal is self-preservation through duplicity. God always
annulled these agreements.
196
Eze 38:22--These details are not part of the Rev 6 – 6th seal event.
197
Eze 38:23--This sounds like a strong theophany similar to Rev 6, seal #6.
193
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up from the remotest parts of the north, and bring you against the mountains of Israel198. 3 "And I
shall strike your bow from your left hand, and dash down your arrows from your right hand. 4
"You shall fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops, and the peoples who are with
you; I shall give you as food to every kind of predatory bird and beast of the field 199. 5 "You will
fall on the open field; for it is I who have spoken," declares the Lord God. 6 "And I shall send fire
upon Magog and those who inhabit the coastlands in safety; and they will know that I am the
LORD. 7 ¶ "And My holy name I shall make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I shall
not let My holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, the
Holy One in Israel. 8 "Behold, it is coming and it shall be done," declares the Lord God. "That is
the day of which I have spoken. 9 ¶ "Then those who inhabit the cities of Israel will go out, and
make fires with the weapons and burn them, both shields and bucklers, bows and arrows, war
clubs and spears and for seven years they will make fires of them200. 10 "And they will not take
wood from the field or gather firewood from the forests, for they will make fires with the
weapons; and they will take the spoil of those who despoiled them, and seize the plunder of those
who plundered them," declares the Lord God. 11 ¶ "And it will come about on that day that I shall
give Gog a burial ground there in Israel, the valley of those who pass by east of the sea, and it
will block off the passers-by. So they will bury Gog there with all his multitude, and they will
call it the valley of Hamon-gog201. 12 "For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them
in order to cleanse the land. 13 "Even all the people of the land will bury them; and it will be to
their renown on the day that I glorify Myself," declares the Lord God. 14 "And they will set apart
men who will constantly pass through the land, burying those who were passing through, even
those left on the surface of the ground, in order to cleanse it. At the end of seven months they
will make a search. 15 "And as those who pass through the land pass through and anyone sees a
man's bone, then he will set up a marker by it until the buriers have buried it in the valley of
Hamon-gog. 16 "And even the name of the city will be Hamonah. So they will cleanse the land."'
17
¶ "And as for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God, 'Speak to every kind of bird and to

198

Eze 39:2-- This is not voluntary! See comments on Eze 38:4 and Rev 6:1-4.
Eze 39:4--This detail is also missing from seal 6, but is picked up in the battle of Rev 19. But, there is too much
dissimilarity between Eze 38 & 39 and Rev 19 to make this comment telling. Carrion always attracts
vultures and the like. The beast is seized, and all the armies of the world are present in Rev 19. In Ezekiel,
the leader and his selected army from the north fall. This may be where the antichrist picks up his mortal
wound, the one from which he amazingly recovers. It may also be where he goes back to his desired game
plan – subterfuge, intrigue, fear, manipulation etc.
200
Eze 39:9--The reference to 7 years ties very well to the time period from Dan 9:27, the prophetic time period left
in Jewish history. It would be an odd statement to make if this dramatic victory occurred on the eve of the
millennial kingdom when 7 years of supply wouldn’t be needed. But this provision could be very helpful
as Israel moves out of this devastating attack and into this time of growing discomfort at the beginning of
the 7 years and then Jacob’s trouble at the half way point.
201
Eze 39:11--At this point valleys still exist. In Rev 20, John speaks of the opposing army as coming up on the
“broad plain of the earth” surrounding the beloved city. The removal of the mountains, with the exception
of the mountain of the Lord occurs at the 7th bowl. This is not the case in Eze 38:19. The valley reference
would be odd if Ezekiel’s battle took place beyond the end of the tribulation after the 7 th bowl leading into
the millennium.
199
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every beast of the field202, "Assemble and come, gather from every side to My sacrifice which I
am going to sacrifice for you, as a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel203, that you may eat
flesh and drink blood. 18 "You shall eat the flesh of mighty men, and drink the blood of the
princes of the earth, as though they were rams, lambs, goats, and bulls, all of them fatlings of
Bashan. 19 "So you will eat fat until you are glutted, and drink blood until you are drunk, from
My sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 20 "And you will be glutted at My table with horses
and charioteers, with mighty men and all the men of war," declares the Lord God. 21 ¶ "And I
shall set My glory among the nations; and all the nations will see My judgment which I have
executed, and My hand which I have laid on them. 22 "And the house of Israel will know that I
am the LORD their God from that day onward. 23 "And the nations will know that the house of
Israel went into exile for their iniquity because they acted treacherously against Me, and I hid
My face from them; so I gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and all of them fell by the
sword. 24 "According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions I dealt with them,
and I hid My face from them."'" 25 ¶ Therefore thus says the Lord God, "Now I shall restore the
fortunes of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I shall be jealous for My
holy name. 26 "And they shall forget their disgrace and all their treachery which they perpetrated
against Me, when they live securely on their own land with no one to make them afraid204. 27
"When I bring them back from the peoples and gather them from the lands of their enemies, then
I shall be sanctified through them in the sight of the many nations. 28 "Then they will know that I
am the LORD their God because I made them go into exile among the nations, and then gathered
them again to their own land; and I will leave none of them there any longer205. 29 "And I will not
hide My face from them any longer, for I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,"
declares the Lord God.

202

Eze 39:17--The description of the feast matches what Rev 19 provides during the final battle for Jerusalem.
God’s creatures are invited to the sacrifice on God’s mountain. Although Ezekiel’s war has been
associated with the front end of Daniel’s seven years and perhaps seal #6, it could certainly fit with the
battle of Jerusalem (bowl #7, Rev 19) or somewhere in between as a standalone event. The detail is not
conclusive.
203
Eze 39:17--At the end of the 7th bowl, the mountains outside of Zion will no longer be present. The phrase
“mountains of Israel” would not make sense when only the mountain of Zion remains. This battle is likely
on the front end of the 7 year period.
204
Eze 39:25--Ezekiel’s language and description of Israel sounds more like the Israel after Jacob’s trouble rather
than before it but this too is speculative. The Ezekiel battle seems to be consistent with a “before “Jacob’s
trouble position but it could also point to an “after” moment as other commentators see. Time will tell.
205
Eze 39:28--This may be a final or more complete repatriation of Jews. There is a large group in the U.S. and this
victory may open the door for fearless immigration. If you want to destroy Jews, it is much less expensive
if you have them voluntarily gather to one location. The antichrist may believe that his cleverness has
opened the door for this windfall. However, it is God who is executing His master plan. For those not
responding to repatriation there is always persecution and it is a great persuader. God wants to have His
conversation with His people (cf. Jer 30:11) and He wants them together for that conversation. He will
correct and not destroy. It sounds like the prophetic word of Isa 6 is removed. Israel recognizes God’s
action and gets the message of Jesus at last. This may be related to Romans 11:26 and the impact on the
world.
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Eze 40:4-5;43:4-8;44:9;47:1,12

4

And the man said to me, "Son of man, see with your
eyes, hear with your ears, and give attention to all that I am going to show you; for you have
been brought here in order to show it to you. Declare to the house of Israel all that you see." 5 ¶
And behold, there was a wall on the outside of the temple206 all around, and in the man's hand
was a measuring rod of six cubits, each of which was a cubit and a handbreadth. So he measured
the thickness of the wall, one rod; and the height, one rod. . . . 4And the glory of the LORD
came into the house by the way of the gate facing toward the east. 5 And the Spirit lifted me up
and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house. 6 ¶
Then I heard one speaking to me from the house, while a man was standing beside me. 7 And He
said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet,
where I will dwell among the sons of Israel forever207. And the house of Israel will not again
defile My holy name, neither they nor their kings, by their harlotry and by the corpses of their
kings when they die, 8 by setting their threshold by My threshold, and their door post beside My
door post, with only the wall between Me and them. And they have defiled My holy name by
their abominations which they have committed. So I have consumed them in My anger . . . 9 ¶
'Thus says the Lord God, "No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, of
all the foreigners who are among the sons of Israel, shall enter My sanctuary 208. . . ¶ Then he
brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing from under the
threshold of the house toward the east, for the house faced east. And the water was flowing down
from under, from the right side of the house, from south of the altar . . . 12 "And by the river on
its bank, on one side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not
wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will bear every month because their water flows from
the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing209."

Dan 7:7-14

7

"After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed,
and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were

206

Eze 40:5--The temple vision follows the battle of Eze 38, 39. This is likely the temple that will be built in the last
7 years of natural history and will be there at least at the start of the millennium. It will be replaced once
“Jerusalem, the wife of the lamb” comes down and there is no longer a temple (Rev 21:22). See comments
on Rev 21:2.
207
Eze 43:7 --God plans to dwell – tabernacle (think David’s tent) as it is recorded in Rev 21:3, with Israel forever
(on earth).
208
Eze 43:9 --Rev 21:27 also notes that “nothing unclean” will enter the New Jerusalem. Presumably this will be at
the end of the millennium when final judgment has been rendered. At the beginning of the millennium
unbelief will still be possible and will remain so until Satan is released and his army destroyed and final
judgment of the lost occurs.
209
Eze 47:12 --This matches the description in Rev 22, but the temple has been replaced by the throne of God. It is
not clear what happens to the actual structure for there is no temple in Rev 21:22. Presumably it is replaced
at some time in the millennium.
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before it, and it had ten horns210. 8 "While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a
little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before
it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth uttering great boasts.
9
"I kept looking until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture
was like white snow, And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with
flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10 "A river of fire was flowing And coming out from
before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were
standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened. 11 ¶ "Then I kept looking
because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the
beast was slain211, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire. 12 "As for the rest of
the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was granted to them for an
appointed period of time212. 13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds
of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days and was
presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the
peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.

Dan 8:23-25 23 "And in the latter period of their rule, When the transgressors have run their
course213, A king will arise insolent and skilled in intrigue214. 24 "And his power will be mighty,
but not by his own power, and he will destroy to an extraordinary degree And prosper and
perform his will; He will destroy mighty men and the holy people. 25 "And through his
shrewdness he will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; And he will magnify himself in his

210

Dan 7:7--This is the 10 member confederation that John identifies in Rev 17:7 and 13:1. The little horn suggests
little esteem and prominence, and a boastful or arrogant style yet powerful. This confederation was in place
before the little horn rises up and destroys three horns. There will be upheaval among the horns. This may
well occur when this enemy is defeated in Eze 38 and the plan of attack changes from the heavy military
frontal attack. He must trick Israel into sin, get God to lift his hand (Isa 28) and then move. This was
Balaam’s strategy in Num 23. Get them into sin and then God must react and bring or allow correction.
211
Dan 7:11--The horn is boastful and proud and is eventually destroyed by the Ancient of Days and tossed into the
burning fire. In Rev 13, the dragon gives rise to the antichrist who in turn has 10 supporting kings and like
Dan 7:12 is destroyed and consigned to the lake of fire in Rev 19.
212
Dan 7:12--These players: the Babylonians, Persians, Medes, and Greeks will continue to have a role until the end.
Today the first three nations are heavily Muslim enclaves. Greece – or a good slice of Europe as Alexander
would have known it, is sophisticated, intellectual and worldly. These areas continue to play a critical role
in Israel and around Israel.
213
Dan 8:23--Sin ripens. It reaches its full measure and can descend no further in degradation. In Isa 60, the dawn
rises too (ripens) and continues into the fullness of day and no longer retreats and surpasses evil which has
gone as far as it can. It has run its course.
214
Dan 8:23--Insolent and skilled in intrigue are significant descriptions of the antichrist. Like Joshua who was
deceived by the Gibeonites, it may well be that Israel will be taken in by the antichrist and sign a treaty (Isa
28; Dan 9:27) because they don’t check in with the Lord first. Smooth words will carry the day. God will
then lift His hand of protection, anticipating Jacob’s coming trouble.
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heart, And he will destroy many while they are at ease. He will even oppose the Prince of
princes, But he will be broken without human agency.

Dan 9:23-9:27

23

"At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I
have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain
understanding of the vision.215 24 ¶ "Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your
holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy
place. 25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be
built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the
Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will
destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will
be war; desolations are determined. 27 "And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one
week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the
wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one
that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate216."

Dan 9:23--Daniel’s intense pursuit of the Lord (prayer, fasting) put him in a place where he could gain
understanding of the extraordinary events of his day and the last days to come. He heeded the message
(Dan 9:1-3) and Jesus calls again later for a people who would “heed” the call, pay attention to the message
(Rev 1:3). The supernatural wrapping paper of mystery and “dark sayings” required dedication and
patience to gain clarity. It did in Daniel’s day and still does today. The Lord will pour out the Spirit again
(Joel 2) and prophecy will be in abundance and the people of God will need to operate as Daniel did.
216
Dan 9:27 --“Period of seven”- it could be days, weeks, months or years. In Dan 9:2 he actually uses the word
years. According to Gabriel, at the time of the vision Israel had 70 periods of seven to complete its
prophetic history. From today’s vantage point, the first 69 weeks of years appear to have been completed
with Jesus’ death. One possible understanding for the 69 weeks begins with the decree in 444 BC that
Artaxerxes made for Nehemiah to rebuild (see Nehemiah 2:1-8). Sixty-nine weeks of years appears to put
us at 33 AD, the year Jesus died. (30 AD is also possible for the death of Jesus and 69 weeks may need to
start from an otherwise unknown or yet to be discovered event.) One period of sevens is unfulfilled. This is
the key point. A ruler will come who is related to the one that destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD i.e. part of the
Roman Empire. He will make a covenant with Israel for a seven year period (Isa 28), but will break it half
way through. He will create the abomination that causes desolation. This is mentioned in Mark 13, and
Matt 24 and will likely be the event that Paul describes in 2Thes 2:4. We do not know the hour or day of
Jesus’ return because this last week of years has not been initiated. Once it is released by God and
recognized as such, we will know the time period and the date of Christ’s return. It will no longer be a
mystery. The “release” timing will be sovereignly determined by the Father and coincide with the filling of
the bowls of prayer (Rev 5:8). The clearest time indicator will be the revelation of the antichrist at the 3 ½
year point. The actual beginning of the 7 year period may remain clouded until the revelation of the
antichrist. When he declares himself to be god, he will have 42 months, 1260 days or 3 ½ years of terror
and no more.
215
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Dan 10:13 13 "But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one
days217; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there
with the kings of Persia.

Dan 11:36-12:12 ¶ "Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify
himself above every god, and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will
prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done. 37 "And he will
show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for
any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all. 38 "But instead he will honor a god of
fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly
stones, and treasures.218 39 "And he will take action against the strongest of fortresses with the
help of a foreign god; he will give great honor to those who acknowledge him, and he will cause
them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land for a price. 40 ¶ "And at the end time the king
of the South will collide with him219, and the king of the North will storm against him with
chariots, with horsemen, and with many ships; and he will enter countries, overflow them, and
pass through. 41 "He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these
will be rescued out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon220. 42 "Then
he will stretch out his hand against other countries, and the land of Egypt will not escape. 43 "But
he will gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things
of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at his heels. 44 "But rumors from the East and
from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth with great wrath to destroy and annihilate
many. 45 "And he will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful
Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him221. 12:1 ¶ "Now at that
time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise222. And
there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time223;
217

Dan 10:13--There is a demonic opposition that operates between God, his messenger and His recipient. It is the
2nd heaven. This will be removed when Satan is thrown to earth (Rev 12). It will be truly an open heaven.
218
Dan 11:38--The antichrist will take full advantage of our desire for wealth, prestige and security. He will be no
stranger to the seduction of sensuality (Rev 18). He loves our self-interest and self-absorption.
219
Dan 11:40--The antichrist will not have absolute mastery of the world. There will be pockets of resistance. The
antichrist’s control will not be total. In Rev 13:7 he has authority over the nations but in Isa 19:18, there are
5 cities in Egypt that swear allegiance to the God of Israel. And he will have broad economic control but
can’t stop the signs and wonders and supernatural provisions that Israel has seen. And if there are “cities of
refuge” or Goshen zones, he will not master these either (Rev 3:10). These will be headaches for him
220
Dan 11:41--absolutely a puzzler. The ancient enemies of Israel and now modern Muslim irritants to Israel are
rescued from the antichrist.
221
Dan 11:45--The antichrist will meet his doom outside of Jerusalem. Rev 19 records his defeat.
222
Dan 12:1 --The Hebrew behind the word “to arise” can have the sense “stand against” or in opposition to. In this
sense Michael would rise to oppose Israel. This may mark the removal of divine protection over Israel that
allows the antichrist to bring desolation. The Israel of 1948 has divine favor up to this point. (cf. 2Thes
2:7).
223
Dan 12:1--This is the time of Jacob’s trouble or what is thought of as the great tribulation. It pertains to the last
1,260 days or 3 ½ years of the 7 year period.
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and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 2 "And
many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the
others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3 "And those who have insight will shine brightly224
like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like
the stars forever and ever. 4 "But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book
until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase225." 5 ¶ Then I,
Daniel, looked and behold, two others were standing, one on this bank of the river, and the other
on that bank of the river. 6 And one said to the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of
the river, "How long will it be until the end of these wonders?" 7 And I heard the man dressed in
linen, who was above the waters of the river, as he raised his right hand and his left toward
heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time226;
and as soon as they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events will be
completed. 8 As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, "My lord, what will be the
outcome of these events?" 9 And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed
and sealed up until the end time227. 10 "Many will be purged, purified and refined228; but the
wicked will act wickedly, and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight
will understand229. 11 "And from the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished, and the
abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days230. 12 "How blessed is he who keeps

224

Dan 12:3--This will be a time of clarity (light) for those who have insight (like Daniel) and there will be a great
harvest. The church has a choice to be in verse 3 or 4 (frantic chasing of knowledge).
225
Dan 12:4--There will be a time of increased knowledge and information in the last days. Back and forth suggests
a lack of confidence or anxiety rather than a quiet steadying conviction of things already given.
226
Dan 12:7--The 3 ½ year time period is mentioned for the time of great distress (Dan 12:1). At the end of that 3 ½
year period the power of Israel will have been completely shattered. This suggests that Israel fought a war
of attrition until their last military strength was broken. Perhaps the final defeat at Masada (AD 73) is
prophetic and a foreshadowing. But this time the Messiah will intervene for His people.
227
Dan 12:9 --Some measure of revelation will be concealed until the end. This missing information may be
material. Jesus’ command to “heed” (watch over, guard) given to John (Rev 1:3) remains in place even
though a complete picture will not be available until the end. This is a warning to the saints. The actual
outcome of “these events” will be somewhat different than what is perceived. Two extremes are addressed:
those who consider it “all” mystery and take a “wait and see” posture and those who “have it all worked
out.” Neither of these two options is good.
228
Dan 12:10--Many will be martyred (purged)--although not stated explicitly, testing will be common to all
(refining, purified). God will have a pure and prepared bride for His Son.
229
Dan 12:10--The wicked will not understand this season, but fully engaged believers will have a good measure of
understanding. Daniel 9 is helpful: searching the scriptures, revelatory insight through prayer and fasting.
See comment on Jer 30:2.
230
Dan 12:11--The time of crisis will last 1,260 days, 42 months or 3 ½ years until Israel is crushed. The antichrist
authority will be broken at 1260 days. Jesus with the saints of old and the current saints that have been
caught up to meet Him in the sky will process “for every eye to see”. The total period of desolation will be
(1,290). This additional 30 days is likely the period that covers the 7 bowl judgments and final days of the
crumbling antichrist kingdom and the final battles for Jerusalem. A blessing awaits the Israelite who lasts
another 45 days beyond the 30. This additional 45 days will most likely be associated with the coronation
of Jesus and the transition to the Millennium.
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waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!231 13 "But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will
enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age."

Hos 2:14-20 14 "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Bring her into the wilderness232, And
speak kindly to her. 15 "Then I will give her her vineyards from there, And the valley of Achor
as a door of hope. And she will sing there as in the days of her youth, As in the day when she
came up from the land of Egypt. 16 "And it will come about in that day," declares the LORD,
"That you will call Me Ishi233 And will no longer call Me Baali. 17 "For I will remove the names
of the Baals from her mouth, So that they will be mentioned by their names no more. 18 "In that
day I will also make a covenant for them With the beasts of the field, The birds of the sky, And
the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land,
And will make them lie down in safety. 19 "And I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will
betroth you to Me in righteousness and in justice, In lovingkindness and in compassion, 20 And I
will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know the LORD.

Joel 2:1-3:21 ¶ Blow a trumpet in Zion234, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all
the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the LORD is coming; Surely it is near, 2 A day
of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the
mountains, So there is a great and mighty people235; There has never been anything like it, Nor
will there be again after it To the years of many generations. 3 A fire consumes before them, And
behind them a flame burns. The land is like the Garden of Eden before them, But a desolate
wilderness behind them, And nothing at all escapes them. 4 Their appearance is like the
appearance of horses; And like war horses, so they run. 5 With a noise as of chariots They leap on
the tops of the mountains, Like the crackling of a flame of fire consuming the stubble, Like a
mighty people arranged for battle. 6 Before them the people are in anguish; All faces turn pale. 7
231

Dan 12:12-- A blessing awaits the Israelite who lasts another 45 days beyond the 30. This additional 75 days will
most likely be associated with Jesus’ return in the sky for every eye to see, His march on Jerusalem from
Bozrah, final battle (30 days), His coronation and transition to the Millennium (45 days). This additional
time period may be required to cleanse/remove the temple because of its defilement.
232
Hos 2:14--In the last days, God will again bring Israel into the wilderness and provide for her. This is the antidote
to depending on themselves or others for their welfare. It is also the solution to the seduction of sensuality
(Rev 18) and will be the same wilderness refuge mentioned in Rev 13. The wilderness is a voluntary
weakness of 2Cor 12. God will provide out of our weakness.
233
Hos 2:16--Israel will now know God as “ishi”, her husband. Intimacy will drive their relationship as was the case
in David’s tent. Millennial peace will follow. There will be a wilderness season for the Israel that is
listening. This may correspond to Rev 12 and escape to the wilderness and divine protection for 1260 days.
234
Joel 2:1-- A “Business as usual” lifestyle will no longer work. It is time to announce that the end is near. We
must cry out to God. It is the cry of the forerunner. The warning is being sounded.
235
Joel 2:2--This suggests that the coming destruction of Chapter 2 is because of an army of people – most likely
Babylon, rather than in Chapter 1 where the army is a natural disaster – an invasion of locusts. In either
case, Joel answers the question, “What do you do in a time of crisis?” You stop what you are doing and cry
out to God for mercy.
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They run like mighty men; They climb the wall like soldiers; And they each march in line, Nor
do they deviate from their paths. 8 They do not crowd each other; They march everyone in his
path. When they burst through the defenses, They do not break ranks. 9 They rush on the city,
They run on the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter through the windows like a thief. 10
Before them the earth quakes, The heavens tremble, The sun and the moon grow dark, And the
stars lose their brightness. 11 And the LORD utters His voice before His army; Surely His camp
is very great, For strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the LORD is indeed great
and very awesome, And who can endure it236? 12 "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "Return to
Me with all your heart, And with fasting, weeping, and mourning; 13 And rend your heart and not
your garments237." Now return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and compassionate,
Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, And relenting of evil. 14 Who knows whether He
will not turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him238, Even a grain offering and a libation
For the LORD your God? 15 Blow a trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn
assembly, 16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the
children and the nursing infants. Let the bridegroom come out of his room And the bride out of
her bridal chamber239. 17 Let the priests, the LORD's ministers, Weep between the porch and the
altar, And let them say, "Spare Thy people, O LORD, And do not make Thine inheritance a
reproach, A byword among the nations. Why should they among the peoples say, 'Where is their
God?'"240 18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And will have pity on His people. 19
And the LORD will answer and say to His people, "Behold, I am going to send you grain, new
wine, and oil, And you will be satisfied in full with them; And I will never again make you a
reproach among the nations. 20 "But I will remove the northern army far from you, And I will
drive it into a parched and desolate land, And its vanguard into the eastern sea, And its rear guard
into the western sea. And its stench will arise and its foul smell will come up, For it has done
great things." 21 Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, For the LORD has done great things. 22
Do not fear, beasts of the field, For the pastures of the wilderness have turned green, For the tree
has borne its fruit, The fig tree and the vine have yielded in full. 23 So rejoice, O sons of Zion,
Joel 2:11--The day of the Lord is both “great” and “terrible” and Joel describes both elements. It will be great
because of an unprecedented revival and a powerful display of signs and wonders (Joel 2:29). It will be
dreadful because of the string of judgments that are released on the earth. The final day of the LORD will
be terrible because of the convergence of the rage of Satan who knows his time is short (Rev 13:5-7), the
travail of the physical earth (Rom 8:18-21), the ripening of the sin of men (Dan 8:23) as well as the
judgments of God in the land (Rev 6). Both the great and terrible will coincide in time together but the
great will overtake the terrible (Isa 60:2).
237
Joel 2:13--The antidote to the calamity is provided! We need a change of heart, to abandon religious formality
(not rending clothes but rending our hearts) and, later in the chapter (v15), to stop “business as usual”
living and cry out.
238
Joel 2:14--The mercy of God is in view. Perhaps He will hide us in the day of darkness and provide us with even
greater mercy. This is the opportunity to cry out for cities of refuge, a place of blessing in a general
landscape of judgment; like Goshen in the time of Moses--miraculously protected from the full measure of
destruction and adversity that will be in the land. Even cities of refuge will experience trials.
239
Joel 2:15--This is the call to a solemn assembly. Everyone should come out to pray.
240
Joel 2:17--This is the cry of those intercessors that come out to pray.
236
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And be glad in the LORD your God; For He has given you the early rain for your vindication.
And He has poured down for you the rain, The early and latter rain as before. 24 And the
threshing floors will be full of grain, And the vats will overflow with the new wine and oil. 25
"Then I will make up to you for the years That the swarming locust has eaten, The creeping
locust, the stripping locust, and the gnawing locust, My great army which I sent among you. 26
"And you shall have plenty to eat and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God,
Who has dealt wondrously with you; Then My people will never be put to shame. 27 "Thus you
will know that I am in the midst of Israel, And that I am the LORD your God And there is no
other; And My people will never be put to shame. 28 "And it will come about after this241 That I
will pour out My Spirit on all mankind242; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old
men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions. 29 "And even on the male and female
servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30 ¶ "And I will display wonders in the sky and
on the earth, Blood, fire, and columns of smoke243. 31 "The sun will be turned into darkness, And
the moon into blood, Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32 "And it will
come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD Will be delivered244; For on Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem There will be those who escape, As the LORD has said, Even among the
survivors whom the LORD calls. 3:1 ¶ "For behold, in those days and at that time, When I
restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will gather all the nations245, And bring them
down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of
My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; And they
have divided up My land. 3 "They have also cast lots for My people, Traded a boy for a harlot,
And sold a girl for wine that they may drink. 4 ¶ "Moreover, what are you to Me, O Tyre, Sidon,
and all the regions of Philistia? Are you rendering Me a recompense? But if you do recompense
Me, swiftly and speedily I will return your recompense on your head. 5 "Since you have taken
My silver and My gold, brought My precious treasures to your temples, 6 and sold the sons of
Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from their territory, 7 behold, I am
going to arouse them from the place where you have sold them, and return your recompense on
your head. 8 "Also I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the sons of Judah, and
they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation," for the LORD has spoken. 9 Proclaim this
241

Joel 2:28--Peter saw in the events of Acts 2 a fulfillment of Joel 2, but Joel 2 appears to speak of an even greater
event with cosmic signs. This has not happened yet, but will happen in the future. But, Joel 2:28 must be
preceded by Joel 2:15 --the rending of the heart-- the solemn assembly. This will be facilitated by the
restored tabernacle of David; manned by Gentiles for the most part, across the face of the earth.
242
Joel 2:28 --A great harvest is coming. The Spirit will be poured out on “mankind” and whoever calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved (v32).
243
Joel 2:30--This outpouring will be greater than that of Acts 2:17. There were no cosmic signs in the heavens in
the Acts passage. Prophecy will be everywhere. Men and women will walk in the prophetic of God or the
deception of the enemy (false prophetic, 2Thes 2:10). Preceding this outpouring is a marked improvement
in the productivity of the land of Israel. Some of the most barren areas of Israel do now indeed flourish.
The greater outpouring is just around the corner in time.
244
Joel 2:32--There will be an unprecedented number of people coming to Christ in that day (season).
245
Joel 3:2--See comments on Rev 16:15. God will call all the nations not a subset as in Eze 38-39.
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among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them
come up! 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, And your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak
say, "I am a mighty man." 11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, And gather
yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Thy mighty ones. 12 Let the nations be aroused And
come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations246.
13
Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats
overflow, for their wickedness is great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For
the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon grow dark, And the
stars lose their brightness.247 16 And the LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from
Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people And
a stronghold to the sons of Israel. 17 Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling
in Zion My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, And strangers will pass through it no
more. 18 And it will come about in that day That the mountains will drip with sweet wine248, And
the hills will flow with milk, And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water; And a spring will
go out from the house of the LORD, To water the valley of Shittim. 19 Egypt will become a
waste, And Edom will become a desolate wilderness, Because of the violence done to the sons of
Judah, In whose land they have shed innocent blood. 20 But Judah will be inhabited forever249,
And Jerusalem for all generations. 21 And I will avenge their blood which I have not avenged,
For the LORD dwells in Zion.

Amos 8:9-14 9 "And it will come about in that day," declares the Lord God, "That I shall make
the sun go down at noon And make the earth dark in broad daylight. 10 "Then I shall turn your
festivals into mourning And all your songs into lamentation; And I will bring sackcloth on
everyone's loins And baldness on every head. And I will make it like a time of mourning for an
only son, And the end of it will be like a bitter day. 11 "Behold, days are coming," declares the
Lord God, "When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water,
But rather for hearing the words of the LORD. 12 "And people will stagger from sea to sea, And
from the north even to the east; They will go to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, But they
will not find it250. 13 "In that day the beautiful virgins And the young men will faint from thirst.
246

Joel 3:12--The nations are summoned for judgment. The demons of the 6th bowl in Revelation also go out to
draw the nations in preparation for their defeat at God’s hands.
247
Joel 3:15--This reference sounds like seal #6 but the time period sounds more like the final hours of the bowls.
The reactions of the heavens to God’s actions probably have multiple fulfillments. In fairness, this is an
attempt to reconcile events that may not be correct. However, assuming that multiple references must have
an exact parallel to be the same event is equally subjective. The mystery of the last days continues.
248
Joel 3:18--The millennial conditions will follow the coming of Jesus and the defeat of the antichrist.
249
Joel 3:20--The earth, Israel and Jerusalem will last forever. They are permanent and will carry on even after the
millennium. Saints dwell on earth!
250
Amos 8:11--This will be like Paul’s testimony to the Thessalonians (2Thes 2:1-11). Only those who love the
truth will be saved and be able to grasp the word of God. See comments on Jer 31:9. God will carry (lead,
reveal) His people in the context of corporate prayer. The rest will be deceived. Satan will bring the
deception of wickedness and God Himself will send a deluding influence as a further push. A love of truth
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14

"As for those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, Who say, 'As your god lives, O Dan,' And,
'As the way of Beersheba lives,' They will fall and not rise again."

Amos 9:9-15 For behold, I am commanding, And I will shake the House of Israel among all
nations as grain is shaken in a sieve, But not a kernel will fall to the ground.251 10 "All the
sinners of My people will die by the sword, Those who say, 'The calamity will not overtake or
confront us.' 11 "In that day I will raise up the fallen booth252 of David, And wall up its breaches;
I will also raise up its ruins, And rebuild it as in the days of old; 12 That they may possess the
remnant of Edom And all the nations who are called by My name," Declares the LORD who
does this. 13 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "When the plowman will overtake
the reaper And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; When the mountains will drip sweet
wine, And all the hills will be dissolved.253 14 "Also I will restore the captivity of My people
Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them, They will also plant vineyards and
drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their fruit. 15 "I will also plant them on their land,
And they will not again be rooted out from their land Which I have given them," Says the LORD
your God.

Hab 2:1-8 ¶ I WILL stand on my guard post254 And station myself on the rampart; And I will
keep watch to see what He will speak to me, And how I may reply when I am reproved. 2 Then
the LORD answered me and said, "Record the vision And inscribe it on tablets That the one who
reads it may run.3 "For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal, and it

grows through practice (Heb 5:14). Rom 1:24, 26, & 28 speak of being given over to a depraved mind.
This deception and “giving over” will reach its peak in the last days.
251
Amos 9:9--God will have His eyes on the faithful throughout the shaking of the last days. He won’t lose any.
Saints may be martyred or brought home through natural causes but God is in control.
252
Amos 9:11--Acts 15 quotes Amos 9:11, but uses the word “tent (Greek – skene)” which is broader in meaning
than “booth (Hebrew – Succoth)”. It is used to translate “booth” but more commonly to translate “tent”.
Booth suggests God’s restoration of all things David: a king in Jerusalem in a Jewish kingdom worshipping
the Lord in the house of God. This will also include the restoration of David’s experience in worship that
he commanded his followers to keep. David placed the Ark in a tent (Hebrew “ohel”, Greek - skene) in
Jerusalem and appointed 4,000 band members and 288 prophetic singers to minister to the Lord (sharath) in
the “house of God” 24/7, night and day. Davidic worship will be the new normal for Christians. God will
lead the people of God in the context of corporate prayer (Jer 31:9).
253
Amos 9:13--Amos looks forward to a time of natural blessing. The reaper is not able to finish his job before the
sower is ready to sow again. This demonstrates the magnitude of the harvest and indicates the “last days”
254
Hab 2:1--The watchman is faithful and stands guard, waiting for the revelation of God to come and preparing to
respond when it does either sharing with an audience or responding to the sender of the message. This is
the role of today’s intercessor who is stirred by heaven (Eze 3:17) and responds with intercession (Isa 62:17). Both are watchman passages: watching to hear and declare, watching to pray. The intercessor is
prophetic like Isaiah and Ezekiel and this will be greatly needed when God pours out a Spirit of prophecy
(Joel 2).
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will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it;255 For it will certainly come256, it will not delay. 4
"Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the righteous will live by his
faith257. 5 "Furthermore, wine betrays the haughty man, So that he does not stay at home. He
enlarges his appetite like Sheol, And he is like death, never satisfied. He also gathers to himself
all nations And collects to himself all peoples. 6 ¶ "Will not all of these take up a taunt-song
against him, Even mockery and insinuations against him, And say, 'Woe to him who increases
what is not his-- For how long-- And makes himself rich with loans?' 7 "Will not your creditors
rise up suddenly, And those who collect from you awaken? Indeed, you will become plunder for
them. 8 "Because you have looted many nations, All the remainder of the peoples will loot you-Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, To the town and all its inhabitants.

Zeph 1:7, 12, 2:3 7 Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the LORD is near, For the
LORD has prepared a sacrifice, He has consecrated His guests. . . 12 "And it will come about at
that time That I will search Jerusalem with lamps, And I will punish the men Who are stagnant in
spirit, Who say in their hearts, 'The LORD will not do good or evil!' 13 "Moreover, their wealth
will become plunder, And their houses desolate; Yes, they will build houses but not inhabit them,
And plant vineyards but not drink their wine." . . . 3 Seek the LORD, All you humble of the earth
Who have carried out His ordinances; Seek righteousness, seek humility. Perhaps you will be
hidden In the day of the LORD's anger258.

Hag 2:6-8 6 "For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Once more in a little while, I am going to
shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. 7 'And I will shake all the nations;
and they will come with the wealth of all nations259; and I will fill this house with glory,' says the
LORD of hosts. 8 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' declares the LORD of hosts.

Zech 12:1-14 ¶ The burden of the word of the LORD concerning Israel. Thus declares the
LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of
Hab 2:3--Be patient, be engaged--don’t lose heart--and stay focused. God will do what He said He will do. Wait
for it.
256
Hab 2:4--This is about trust. God will break in not a moment too soon or too late. When He does, we will walk
with Him in understanding (John 10) because we hear His voice and have been watching.
257
Hab 2:4--The Babylonian leader is a type of the antichrist that will come. His appetites will drive him. The
righteous will live by faith. The action of faith will create space for living even amongst bloodshed and
economic control.
258
Zeph 2:3--The prophet offers the “perhaps” of God for the humble of the earth. This is an invitation to ask God
to create places of refuge (cities). See comments on Rev 3:13--being kept from the hour of testing.
259
Hag 2:7--A great shaking is coming. It will be a measured disruption rather than anarchy. It is designed to
disrupt everyone to facilitate Kingdom decision-making - Christians included. God is going to show who
really owns the wealth that the world doggedly pursues and seeks to control. He will finance His plans with
the wealth of the nations.
255
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man within him, 2 "Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that causes reeling to all the
peoples around260; and when the siege is against Jerusalem, it will also be against Judah. 3 "And
it will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all
who lift it will be severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it.261 4
"In that day," declares the LORD, "I will strike every horse with bewilderment, and his rider
with madness. But I will watch over the house of Judah, while I strike every horse of the peoples
with blindness. 5 "Then the clans of Judah will say in their hearts, 'A strong support for us are the
inhabitants of Jerusalem through the LORD of hosts, their God.' 6 ¶ "In that day I will make the
clans of Judah like a firepot among pieces of wood and a flaming torch among sheaves, so they
will consume on the right hand and on the left all the surrounding peoples, while the inhabitants
of Jerusalem again dwell on their own sites in Jerusalem. 7 ¶ "The LORD also will save the tents
of Judah first in order that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of
Jerusalem may not be magnified above Judah. 8 "In that day the LORD will defend the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the one who is feeble among them in that day will be like David,
and the house of David will be like God, like the angel of the LORD before them. 9 "And it will
come about in that day that I will set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.
10
¶ "And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of
grace and of supplication262, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced263; and they
will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like
the bitter weeping over a first-born. 11 "In that day there will be great mourning in Jerusalem, like
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 12 "And the land will mourn, every
family by itself; the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the
family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; 13 the family of the house
of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and their
wives by themselves; 14 all the families that remain, every family by itself, and their wives by
themselves.

260

Zech 12:2--Those nations that rage against Jerusalem will be destroyed. This includes not just the obvious, open
violence against Israel, but also the quiet, passive hidden diplomacy that has the same ultimate purpose.
261
Zech 12:3--This is the final attack or “total” collection of nations that come to fight Jesus. This is in contrast to
Eze 38 where a smaller subset of nations is gathered.
262
Zech 12:10--Intercession will come to Israel. They will cry out to God. The Spirit will do this. This is Jer 31:9.
God will lead Israel through supplication and He will release supplication which will allow Israel to see
Jesus. Revelation, insight and supplication are inextricably linked. See Daniel 9. Wilderness Christianity
(Hos 2:14) and voluntary weakness (2Cor 12:9) wrapped in 24/7 intercession (Isa 62:7) will lead to this
breakthrough for Israel.
263
Zech 12:10--There will be a revelation of Jesus crucified. The timing of this intervention is not clear. It could be
associated with seal #6, but seal #6 may be closer to the beginning (seeing Eze 38 as an early event in the
last week of prophetic history), or at the midpoint of the 7 year period, or as the context seems to indicate
near the end. A burst of the revelation of Jesus during Jacob’s trouble would push the harvest even more
(Rom 11).
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Zech 13:8-9 8 "And it will come about in all the land," Declares the LORD, "That two parts in
it will be cut off and perish264; But the third will be left in it. 9 "And I will bring the third part
through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call
on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My people,' And they will say, 'The
LORD is my God.'"

Zech 14:1-21 ¶ Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be
divided among you. 2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will
be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled265, but the rest
of the people will not be cut off from the city. 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against
those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. 4 And in that day His feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split
in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move
toward the north and the other half toward the south. 5 And you will flee by the valley of My
Mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled
before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come,
and all the holy ones with Him! 6 ¶ And it will come about in that day that there will be no light;
the luminaries will dwindle. 7 For it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither
day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light. 8 ¶ And it will come
about in that day that living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern
sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter.266 9 ¶ And
the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His
name the only one. 10 ¶ All the land will be changed into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of
Jerusalem267; but Jerusalem will rise and remain on its site from Benjamin's Gate as far as the
place of the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king's wine
presses. 11 And people will live in it, and there will be no more curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in
security. 12 ¶ Now this will be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the peoples who
have gone to war against Jerusalem; their flesh will rot while they stand on their feet, and their
eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongue will rot in their mouth.268 13 And it will come about
in that day that a great panic from the LORD will fall on them; and they will seize one another's
hand, and the hand of one will be lifted against the hand of another. 14 And Judah also will fight
Zech 13:8--Two thirds of the nation of Israel will be destroyed in the time of Jacob’s trouble. The overall
destruction of the world will be 50%. Israel is first in blessing and first in judgment (Rom 1:16). And the
third remaining in Israel will be refined through fire. Church beware. “to the Jew first and also to the
Greek” – Luke 12:48 – ‘given much, much will be required’
265
Zech 14:2--Jerusalem will be overrun in the time of the antichrist’s authority. Half will go off to prison (exile?)
266
Zech 14:8--the parallel is in Eze 47:8, 12 and Rev 22:1.
267
Zech 14:10--The mountains will be removed which sounds like the final earthquake of bowl #7. And then the
millennial period will follow.
268
Zech 14:12--The armies in the camp who support the war effort against Jesus will die in this manner.
264
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at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered, gold and silver and
garments in great abundance. 15 So also like this plague, will be the plague on the horse, the
mule, the camel, the donkey, and all the cattle that will be in those camps. 16 ¶ Then it will come
about that any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to
year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.269 17 And it
will be that whichever of the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the
King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them. 18 And if the family of Egypt does not go
up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which the LORD smites the
nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths270. 19 This will be the punishment of
Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.
20
¶ In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, "HOLY TO THE LORD." And
the cooking pots in the LORD's house will be like the bowls before the altar. 21 And every
cooking pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the LORD of hosts; and all who sacrifice
will come and take of them and boil in them. And there will no longer be a Canaanite in the
house of the LORD of hosts in that day.

Mal 1:11

11

"For from the rising of the sun, even to its setting, My name will be great among
the nations, and in every place incense271 is going to be offered to My name, and a grain offering
that is pure; for My name will be great among the nations," says the LORD of hosts.

Mal 3:1-3 ¶ "Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple;272 and the messenger of the
covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the LORD of hosts. 2 ¶ "But who
can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a
269

Zech 14:16--This group of people that did not die in the battle, were not part of the camp and did not take the
mark of the beast in Rev 13 (reprobate). They are not with the Lord when He returns (saints) but are
considered those who are “left”. This group has not decided for Jesus or for the antichrist and they will go
into the millennium.
270
Zech 14:18--Disobedience will be an option for those who are “left” as natural inhabitants of the world after the
last bowl but the Lord will reign with a “rod of iron” (Psa 2) in the millennium. Some will eventually be
saved and others will be hardened by the deceits of sin and be available for Satan’s last battle at the end of
the millennium when he is released for a short time.
271
Mal 1:11-- Incense was first associated with the tent of meeting and the Ark. Later David would associate incense
with the HOP (Psa 141:2) and finally John in the heavenly HOP (Rev 9:13). It will be offered across the
nations. Like David, John noted that incense is the prayers of the saints. And as the golden incense altar
was just outside the veil into the holy of holy where the Ark was located, so the saints will gather to offer
intercession before the presence of the Lord in the HOPs around the nations. HOP’s will be in places. How
many places is unclear. It will be more than one – Jerusalem; less than every believer that are described as a
temple of the Lord (1Cor 6:19) and should not be equated with the number of churches in the land. The
HOP has a specific characteristic and not all churches will embrace it. And God will choose the locations
for His name as He has done in the past (Judg 18:31, Shiloh, 1Sam 22:9, Nob) etc.
272
Mal 3:1--There will be a temple in place. We are not told how or when this will happen, but it will happen. It
may be constructed in the early years of Daniel’s seven year period when a false peace in Israel is granted.
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refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 "And He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He
will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the
LORD offerings in righteousness.273

Matt 6:9-10 9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
10

'Your kingdom come274. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Matt 12:29 29 "Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his property275,
unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.

Matt 17:11-13 11 And He answered and said, "Elijah is coming and will restore all things;

12

but I say to you that Elijah already came276, and they did not recognize him, but did to him
whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands." 13 Then the
disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.

Matt 19:28 And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the
regeneration277 when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Matt 22:37-38 37 And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind278.'
commandment.

38

273

"This is the great and foremost

Mal 3:2--If you present offerings to the Lord, you will be purified and refined. This includes all of those in the
HOP. The Rom 1:16 promise applies: to the Jew first and also to the Gentiles.
274
Matt 6:10--The Father plans to bring His kingdom to earth. The New Jerusalem will be connected to earth in
some way. It comes down.
275
Matt 12:29 Jesus overcame the strong man at His first coming and the plundering of the enemies camp began. It
goes into high gear as He gets ready to return for His bride.
276
Matt 17:12 No one recognized that the John the Baptist in Jesus’ day was fulling the promise of the returning
Elijah and would do so again at some future date as Jesus noted – whether this will literally be “Elijah” or
someone walking in the spirit of Elijah as John did is not clear. John was considered to be a prophet (a
watchman as Ezekiel would understand) and came with a warning message. He was a forerunner of Jesus.
The HOP too has a watchman function and Solomon’s instruction in 2Chr 7:14 was given in a HOP
context. And it may be that the HOP will help herald the 2 nd coming of Jesus.
277
Matt 19:28--Regeneration, literally the “beginning again” see Acts 3:21
278
Matt 22:37--This is the only meaningful response to our bridegroom God! He will restore the first commandment
to first place!
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Matt 23:37-39 37 "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent
to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, and you were unwilling. 38 "Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!
"For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until279 you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'"

39

Matt 24:1-25:46 ¶ And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His
disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him. 2 And He answered and said to them,
"Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon
another, which will not be torn down." 3 ¶ And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age280?" 4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "See
to it that no one misleads you. 5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ281,'
and will mislead many. 6 "And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars282; see that you
are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 7 "For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines
and earthquakes283. 8 "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs284. 9 ¶ "Then
they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on
account of My name. 10 "And at that time many will fall away and will deliver up one another
and hate one another285. 11 "And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many. 12 "And
because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold. 13 "But the one who endures
to the end, he shall be saved286. 14 "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the
whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come287. 15 ¶ "Therefore when
Matt 23:39--Jesus won’t walk into Jerusalem until Israel welcomes Him.
Matt 24:3--The end of the age will be marked by the collective increase of all the natural, political, social, and
religious distress.
281
Matt 24:5--There will be false Christs that deceive many.
282
Matt 24:6--There will be increased hostilities and rumors of conflict beyond the historical ebb and flow of war.
283
Matt 24:7--The incidence of natural disasters will go way up. It will spike well beyond what is expected or has
been seen in history.
284
Matt 24:8--Birth pangs. Paul added this dynamic to last days experience as well as Jesus (1Thess. 5:3).
Pregnancy should be obvious to almost all. Labor, however, has an expected yet somewhat surprising start
with uneven contractions at first. Labor contractions steadily increase and grow in severity with fewer and
fewer rest periods in between until the crowning moment and birth — with no escape! The day of the Lord
or season of the bridegroom God, will have this flavor – obvious pregnancy, labor expectations,
contractions, periods of rest, faster and more intense contractions with less rest between events, and then
the bride will be ready and free from all her adversaries. No women in her right mind would awake to
having a baby in her arms and be bewildered. The last days will follow this pattern for both the great &
terrible aspects.
285
Matt 24:10--‘Scandalized’ is not a reference to social discomfort. It is to fall away from faith. This is
theologically disconcerting. Real believers will fall away and will not be recovered. See Rev 3:12. This is
troubling and sobering.
286
Matt 24:13--Endurance is necessary for salvation. See Rev 2; 3. Overcoming to be with Jesus. Faithfulness to the
end has always been a characteristic of the saints. Only the drama for this characteristic is being magnified.
287
Matt 24:14--Mission agencies believe that the gospel will be preached to all nations, conservatively speaking, by
2020. This is only a target date and will likely change. The actual completion of this task may be a few
279
280
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you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet288,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains; 17 let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the things out that are in his
house; 18 and let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak. 19 "But woe to those who
are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days289! 20 "But pray that your flight may
not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath; 21 for then there will be a great tribulation290, such as has
not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall. 22 "And unless those days
had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall
be cut short. 23 "Then if anyone says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ,' or 'There He is,' do not
believe him. 24 "For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and
wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 "Behold, I have told you in advance. 26
"If therefore they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go forth, or, 'Behold, He is
in the inner rooms,' do not believe them. 27 "For just as the lightning comes from the east, and
flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 "Wherever the corpse is,
there the vultures will gather. 29 ¶ "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken291, 30 and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the
sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 "And He will send forth His angels with a
great trumpet292 and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the
sky to the other. 32 ¶ "Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already
become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near; 33 even so you too, when
you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 34 "Truly I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place293. 35 "Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words shall not pass away. 36 ¶ "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 37 "For the coming of the Son of Man will
be just like the days of Noah. 38 "For as in those days which were before the flood they were
years beyond the target but certainly not “decades” or “centuries” or millenniums away! Defining this
fulfillment precisely is debated but can be loosely understood as having the scriptures and a church in every
“ethnos”.
288
Matt 24:15--The desolation occurs at the midpoint of the last week of years that Daniel mentioned (Dan 9:27).
This occurs most likely when the antichrist declares he is god (2Thes 2:4) and great desolation is released.
289
Matt 24:19--This will be a time of great distress for all but especially for Israel. God will provide an escape route
into the wilderness (Rev 12:6). However, Zechariah tells us that 2/3 of Israel will be destroyed (Zech 13:8).
290
Matt 24:20--This phrase refers to the last 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 7 years of prophetic history (Dan 9:27).
291
Matt 24:29--These signs are also described in Joel 2, Acts 2 and several other passages. It probably doesn’t
represent what will happen in a one-time occurrence but a short season of several natural events that have
one or more of the aspects that are recorded in Matthew. The context here indicates that this is not seal #6.
292
Matt 24:31--This would be the last trumpet, #7, when Jesus appears in the sky with the saints of old and collects
His sons and daughters that are alive at the time--a very great procession through the sky for every eye to
see. It will not be secret but very public.
293
Matt 24:34--The last generation will see all the attributes the scriptures record at the greatest intensity of any
past generation.
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eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage294, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away;295 so
shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 "Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be
taken, and one will be left. 41 "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and
one will be left. 42 "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is
coming296. 43 "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the
night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his
house to be broken into. 44 "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour when you do not think He will. 45 ¶ "Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his
master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 "Blessed is
that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes297. 47 "Truly I say to you, that he will
put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 "But if that evil slave says in his heart, 'My master is
not coming for a long time,' 49 and shall begin to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with
drunkards; 50 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an
hour which he does not know, 51 and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the
hypocrites; weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth. 25:1 ¶ "Then298 the kingdom of
heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to meet the
bridegroom. 2 "And five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. 3 "For when the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their
lamps299. 5 "Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 6
Matt 24:38--There will be a measure of normal life happening at the time of Christ’s coming. It is not a time of
total annihilation or anarchy but controlled disruption to give a final opportunity for the gospel. John’s seals
are very difficult. The trumpets even more severe and the bowls catastrophic. There is still enough order at
the end of the bowls for the antichrist to draw (transport and supply) the remaining armies of the earth to
Jezreel.
295
Matt 24:39--The lost and those that are becoming lost (those turning away from Christ) will not understand. It
will seem like nonsense to them. The intense disruption will be attributed to other causes.
296
Matt 24:42--The hour is not known today because the last prophetic week of years that has numerous date
elements has not been released by the Father. Those who see the antichrist declare that he is god will know
that it is the seven year midpoint. They will understand that the antichrist has only 1260 days of authority
before his kingdom falls at the advance of Jesus who processes through the skies and begins His campaign
in Bozrah. It ends in Jerusalem some 30 days later followed by 45 days of transition to the millennium.
But, many people wrongly interpret this passage and argue that the return of Jesus is unknown and
unknowable. This naturally leads to inaction. No preparation. No watching needed. It will be a surprise
return. Paul reminds us that we will not be surprised (1Thes 5:4). We are sons of the light.
297
Matt 24:46--Believers need to be alert. The second coming will surprise the unbelievers but not so the believer
(1Thes 5:4). Believers need to remain faithful in their assignments while watching for the hour that will not
always be mysterious.
298
Matt 25:1--Chapter 25 provides several key pictures surrounding the last days. These are parallel stories with a
common theme and ending. Giving a similar story several times adds emphasis! If you miss the point in
one story, the others stories can bring clarity because they are similar and usually have the same main
point.
299
Matt 25:3--The wise virgins’ cultivated (brought along) oil for the wedding procession. The foolish did not.
Spiritual oil is only available through personal cultivation. It can’t be shared. The foolish were shut out
because they were not prepared for the wait. When this parable is considered in relation to the other two,
the foolish did not endure to the end and lost out. The phrase “I don’t know you” is not a correction but a
294
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"But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7 "Then all
those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 "And the foolish said to the prudent, 'Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 "But the prudent answered, saying, 'No, there will not
be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10 "And
while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11 "And later the other
virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.' 12 "But he answered and said, 'Truly I say
to you, I do not know you.' 13 "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 14 ¶
"For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves, and entrusted his
possessions to them. 15 "And to one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one,
each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 16 "Immediately the one who had
received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. 17 "In the same
manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 18 "But he who received the
one talent went away and dug in the ground, and hid his master's money. 19 "Now after a long
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 "And the one who had
received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'Master, you entrusted
five talents to me; see, I have gained five more talents.' 21 "His master said to him, 'Well done,
good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things, enter into the joy of your master.' 22 "The one also who had received the two talents came
up and said, 'Master, you entrusted to me two talents; see, I have gained two more talents.' 23 "His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24 "And the one also
who had received the one talent came up and said, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man300,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed. 25 'And I was afraid,
and went away and hid your talent in the ground; see, you have what is yours.' 26 "But his master
answered and said to him, 'You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow,
and gather where I scattered no seed. 27 'Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and
on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest. 28 'Therefore take away the
talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.' 29 "For to everyone who has shall
more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what
he does have shall be taken away.301 30 "And cast out the worthless slave into the outer

statement of eternal loss. To attempt to tease out the minimum requirement for salvation (1Cor 3:13-15) is
unwise. The wise virgins suffered the same delay as the foolish but chose to be prudent. They had oil and
went in with the bridegroom!
300
Matt 25:24--Those who used their talents were rewarded. The one servant who did not put his talent to work
rationalized his behavior and cast aspersions on the master’s motivation as a cover for his own actions;
placing the master in a negative and untrue light so as to garner sympathy for himself.
301
Matt 25:29--You either move ahead in the faith or decline. Undoubtedly, there is a place of decline where you are
saved but as through fire (1Cor 3:15). There is also a place beyond that where you eventually abandon the
faith altogether (2Thes 2:3).
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darkness302; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 31 ¶ "But when the Son of
Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32
"And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as
the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and
the goats on the left. 34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 'For I
was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a
stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I
was in prison, and you came to Me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when
did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink? 38 'And when did we see
You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 'And when did we see You sick,
or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to
you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did
it to Me.' 41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the
eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels303; 42 for I was hungry, and you
gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and
you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not
visit Me.' 44 "Then they themselves also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry,
or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?' 45 "Then He
will answer them, saying, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46 "And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life."

Mark 4:11-12 11 And He was saying to them, "To you has been given the mystery of the
kingdom of God, but those who are outside get everything in parables304, 12 so that WHILE
SEEING, THEY MAY SEE AND NOT PERCEIVE, AND WHILE HEARING, THEY MAY

Matt 25:30--The servant who rationalized his lack of engagement was eternally lost. This is equivalent to “I don’t
know you” and a “shut door.”
303
Matt 25:41--The foolish virgins weren’t prepared for the wait. The lazy servant didn’t use his talent and the goats
were self-absorbed and missed opportunities to care for others. The three stories are parallel. A lack of
engagement turns out to be deadly! NOTE: This is engagement within relationship, not performance or
success. It is possible to have success without relationship but it is impossible to have relationship with
Jesus without the fruitfulness. Good fruit comes from good trees (Matt 7:18). A good heart will yield a
measure of good fruit (Mark 4:20). Fruitfulness is about being in the vine (John 15). The vine is relational,
heart driven. It is not about talent or skill or “good intentions”, however noble. There is no boast in heaven.
304
Mark 4:11--Jesus gives us the reason for parables and this still applies. Parables are an invitation to ask questions,
dig and discover. A true heart isn’t easily frustrated. It stays steady. And presses in knowing that God
releases the great measure in the context of friendship. Others who lack relationship give up quickly and
leave empty handed.
302
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HEAR AND NOT UNDERSTAND, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN AND BE
FORGIVEN."

Mark 4:3-8 3 "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 as he was sowing, some
seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 "Other seed fell on the rocky ground
where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil. 6
"And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 7
"Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8
"Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and
produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold305."

Mark 4:25 25 "For whoever has, to him more shall be given306; and whoever does not have,
even what he has shall be taken away from him."

Mark 7:20-23 20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what
defiles the man. 21 "For from within, out of the heart of men307, proceed the evil thoughts,
fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit,
sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 "All these evil things proceed from within
and defile the man."

Mark 13:1-36 ¶ And as He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him,
"Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!" 2 And Jesus said to him,
"Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another which will not be
torn down." 3 ¶ And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and
James and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 "Tell us, when will these things
be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?" 5 And Jesus began
to say to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. 6 "Many will come in My name, saying, 'I am
He!' and will mislead many308. 7 "And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
305

Mark4:8--The soil of the heart makes a difference and cultivation only improves the soil (Mark 4:25).
Mark 4:25--Jesus gives a broad kingdom principle. It is particularly applicable to salvation. Salvation is not a
token of passage that can be presented at the end of the age to escape hell. Rather, it is an introduction to a
relationship that must be cultivated to grow. If there is no cultivation of friendship with Jesus, then the
thorns will flourish instead and may choke salvation completely so that even the memory of coming to
Christ is lost. The thorns may not totally choke salvation but this is a terrible risk to take. Some will be
saved as through fire (1Cor 3:15) but some will be lost (2Thes 2:3)
307
Mark 7:20-23--The heart drives behavior, good or evil. Behavior is not the starting place. It is the heart.
308
Mark 13:6--The counterfeit Jesus’ will catch many. Shallow believers and unbelievers may follow counterfeit
saviors, especially in the final days when the harlot’s deception is very great (Rev 18:23)! The angel that
was sent to the disciples was very explicit. Jesus would return the same way He departed – taken up in the
306
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frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end. 8 "For nation will arise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there
will also be famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs309. 9 ¶ "But be on your
guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and you
will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them. 10 "And the gospel
must first be preached to all the nations. 11 "And when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not
be anxious beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for
it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. 12 "And brother will deliver brother to death, and
a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 13 "And
you will be hated by all on account of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he shall be
saved. 14 ¶ "But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be310
(let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15 "And let him
who is on the housetop not go down, or enter in, to get anything out of his house; 16 and let him
who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak. 17 "But woe to those who are with child and to
those who nurse babes in those days! 18 "But pray that it may not happen in the winter. 19 "For
those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the
creation which God created, until now, and never shall. 20 "And unless the Lord had shortened
those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect whom He chose, He
shortened the days. 21 "And then if anyone says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ'; or, 'Behold,
He is there'; do not believe him; 22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show
signs and wonders, in order, if possible, to lead the elect astray. 23 "But take heed; behold, I have
told you everything in advance311. 24 ¶ "But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and
the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken312. 26 "And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 "And then He will send forth the angels, and will
gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth, to the farthest
end of heaven. 28 ¶ "Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become
tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 "Even so, you too, when you
see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door.313 30 "Truly I say to you,

sky (Acts 1:11). And His return will be visible to the whole world (Luke 17:24), not restricted
geographically.
309
Mark 13:8--Regional wars, earthquakes, and famines are the early signs of the last days. See Matt 24:6.
310
Mark 13:14--The abomination occurs at the midpoint of the last 7 years (Dan 9:27). See Matt 24:15.
311
Mark 13:23--This is not the language of ambiguity. This is not “Don’t worry. It will all work out in the end”
sentiment. It is a strong statement. Jesus told his disciples “everything” (critical elements) in advance.
Why? To get ready!
312
Mark 13:25--Verse 24 may not be the same as Rev 6 (seal #6) or Joel 2 or Acts 2. In Matthew, this event occurs
after the tribulation, but prior to the return of Jesus. But seal #6 is seen either as preceding the tribulation
or occurring during the early stages of the great tribulation that begins at the 3 ½ year mark.
313
Mark 13:29—Jesus commands us to stay engaged, to watch, and to analyze (the ability to recognize) the signs of
the times even though we don’t have the full picture or all the sequencing worked out. You can’t start
watching once all the information is in. It will be too late. The opportunity for obedience is lost.
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this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 "Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will not pass away. 32 ¶ "But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.314 33 "Take heed, keep on the alert; for you
do not know when the appointed time is. 34 "It is like a man, away on a journey, who upon
leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also
commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert315. 35 "Therefore, be on the alert-- for you do not
know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at
cockcrowing, or in the morning-- 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 "And what I
say to you I say to all, 'Be on the alert!'"

Luke 17:22-37 ¶ And He said to the disciples, "The days shall come when you will long to
see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 "And they will say to you, 'Look
there! Look here!' Do not go away, and do not run after them. 24 "For just as the lightning, when
it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be
in His day. 25 "But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 26 "And
just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it shall be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 they
were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 "It was the same
as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they
were selling, they were planting, they were building; 29 but on the day that Lot went out from
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 "It will be just the
same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed316. 31 "On that day, let not the one who is on the
housetop and whose goods are in the house go down to take them away; and likewise let not the
one who is in the field turn back. 32 "Remember Lot's wife317. 33 "Whoever seeks to keep his life
shall lose it, and whoever loses his life shall preserve it. 34 "I tell you, on that night there will be
two men in one bed; one will be taken, and the other will be left. 35 "There will be two women
grinding at the same place; one will be taken, and the other will be left. 36 "Two men will be in
the field; one will be taken and the other will be left." 37 And answering they said to Him,
"Where, Lord?" And He said to them, "Where the body is, there also will the vultures be
gathered."

314

Mark 13:32--The Father releases the countdown (Matt 24:36). In this study, this is associated with Rev 5, the
tipping point of prayer is reached and Jesus receiving the scroll – opens the battle plans.
315
Mark 13:34--The doorkeepers are the watchman intercessors and prophetic saints who have this assignment and
must stay on alert.
316
Luke 17:30--The deception will be so intense that even in the midst of outrageously supernatural events, life for
many will continue to be business as usual.
317
Luke 17:32--Lot’s wife was being delivered, but she couldn’t leave her old life behind and wouldn’t obey.
Losing or keeping one’s life was in the context of being delivered. We are on the edge of a massive
deliverance. Obedience fueled by prophetic or heavenly insight will be critical.
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Luke 21:5-36 ¶ And while some were talking about the temple, that it was adorned with
beautiful stones and votive gifts, He said, 6 "As for these things which you are looking at, the
days will come in which there will not be left one stone upon another which will not be torn
down." 7 And they questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, when therefore will these things be? And
what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?" 8 And He said, "See to it that
you be not misled; for many will come in My name, saying, 'I am He,' and, 'The time is at hand';
do not go after them. 9 "And when you hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified; for
these things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately." 10 ¶ Then He
continued by saying to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 11
and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and there will be
terrors and great signs from heaven318. 12 "But before all these things, they will lay their hands on
you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before
kings and governors for My name's sake. 13 "It will lead to an opportunity for your testimony. 14
"So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; 15 for I will give you
utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. 16 "But you
will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put
some of you to death, 17 and you will be hated by all on account of My name. 18 "Yet not a hair of
your head will perish. 19 "By your endurance you will gain your lives.319 20 ¶ "But when you see
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand320. 21 "Then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city
depart, and let not those who are in the country enter the city; 22 because these are days of
vengeance, in order that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 23 "Woe to those who are
with child and to those who nurse babes in those days; for there will be great distress upon the
land, and wrath to this people, 24 and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led
captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.321 25 ¶ "And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and
upon the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves322, 26
men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 "And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. 28 "But when these things begin to take place, straighten up
and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 29 ¶ And He told them a
Luke 21:11--Luke adds “great signs in the heavens” to the list of events surrounding the last days. Some will
strike terror!
319
Luke 21:19--Perseverance is crucial to salvation.
320
Luke 21:20--This was the experience in AD 70, and it will be so again in the final days. The desolation will be
greatest in Israel (Rom 1:16).
321
Luke 21:24--This may refer to the presence of Islamic worship (Al-Aqsa mosque) on the temple mount. Israel
controls Jerusalem with the exception of this mosque. To keep peace, this mosque and the area is “off
limits” and is controlled by the Islamic waqf trust. This presence will need to leave to establish the new
temple. And it will signal the end of Gentile domination. The season of Gentile salvation will continue and
actually go into high gear when Jews have a revelation of Jesus and Rom 11 is released.
322
Luke 21:25--Tsunamis fit this description quite well.
318
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parable: "Behold the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they put forth leaves, you see it and
know for yourselves that summer is now near. 31 "Even so you, too, when you see these things
happening, recognize that the kingdom of God is near. 32 "Truly I say to you, this generation will
not pass away until all things take place. 33 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will
not pass away. 34 ¶ "Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap323; 35 ¶ for
it will come upon all those who dwell on the face of all the earth. 36 "But keep on the alert at all
times, praying in order that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man324."

John 14:12 12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do
also; and greater325 works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

John 17:23 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world
may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me326.

Acts 3:21 Whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things327 about
which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.

Acts 13:1-2 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers:
Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were ministering328 to the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them."

323

Luke 21:34--Jesus gives this critical warning that will be especially true in the last generation. The warning will
be missed by some. The day will be a surprise (to those not watching). The trap will not release the victim.
324
Luke 21:36--This is the “don’t be like Lot’s wife” prayer. It is not about power or resource, but having strength
(endurance) and so being able to stand before Jesus.
325
John 14:12--There has been an ebb and flow of “greater” works over the years but these will be multiplied in
kind and quantity in the last generation (cf. Joel 2)
326
John 17:23--Love is relational and out of relationship comes action.
327
Acts 3:21--Thayer: “the restoration not only of the true theocracy but also of that more perfect state of (even
physical) things which existed before the fall” see Matt 19:28
328
Acts 13:2--Luke uses the word “ministering” which is the New Testament equivalent to “sharath”. The early
church had gathered to “sharath” the Lord and out of this the mission movement began. The temple wasn’t
needed. The priests weren’t needed. It didn’t occur in Jerusalem but in Antioch. The only thing that was
needed was a group of saints, Gentiles (and some Messianic believers) who caught the vision of Davidic
worship: praying for Israel and the end of the age harvest.
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Acts 15:16-18 16 'After these things I will return, And I will rebuild the tabernacle of David
which has fallen329, And I will rebuild its ruins, And I will restore it, 17 In order that the rest of
mankind may seek the Lord, And all the Gentiles who are called by My name330, 18 Says the
Lord, who makes these things known from of old.

Rom 1:16

16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first331 and also to the Greek.

Rom. 6:23 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God332 is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Rom 11:11-18

11

I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But
by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 12 Now if their
transgression be riches for the world and their failure be riches for the Gentiles, how much more
will their fulfillment be! 13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an
apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow
countrymen and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world,
what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?333 16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the
lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too. 17 But if some of the branches were
329

Acts 15:16--God intends to restore the fallen tabernacle of David in the last days. This has national implications
(David’s kingdom and the land of Israel) but it also speaks of the restoration of David’s divinely inspired
approach to intercessory worship. David appointed 288 prophetic singers and 4,000 musicians to cry out
before the Lord “night and day” (1Chr 25:7; 1Chr 23:5; 1Chr 16:4-6). The desire of David’s heart was to
dwell in the House of the Lord (David’s tent) all the days of his life (Psa 23). Houses of prayer are
springing up both nationally and internationally. It is a sign of the end of the age as well as a wonder – and
a provision and driver for the last days; a lighthouse to aid navigation. See cf. Isa 62-63. HOP’s will cry out
for Israel and the end of the age harvest.
330
Acts 15:17--There will be a great harvest associated with the restoration of David’s tabernacle. See Joel 2
comments. The House of Prayer will drive the “seeking of mankind” even the Gentiles that will stream into
the kingdom. And houses of prayer will flourish across the globe even as Malachi saw (Mal 1:11). The
HOP will pray for Israel for breakthrough as Isaiah (cf. Isa 56:6) saw. The conversion of Israel will add
high octane to the harvest as Paul saw (cf. Rom 11). David’s method of prayer evangelism will likely be
going full tilt (Psa 65:2-5).
331
Rom 1:16 --The church has not replaced Israel. There is only one kingdom and one gospel. Israel’s unbelief is
temporary. The message of the kingdom includes the activities at the end of the age when Jesus returns and
Israel will be there. Paul is not trying to point out the obvious but rather the linkage between Jews and
Gentiles. They have a shared destiny and in many ways a shared experience and path. The Jews are the
older brother and will receive discipline and favor accordingly from a God who only has one family.
332
Rom 6:23--Salvation is a gift to be received. Relationship takes effort. The marriage ceremony is short but the
marriage is for a lifetime.
333
Rom 11:15--The HOP was charged to pray night and day for God’s work in Israel – making Jerusalem a praise in
all the earth. The turning to faith will release a great end times harvest. Gentiles will cry out for Israel and
Israel, when the blinders come off, will bring wild and powerful evangelism to the planet.
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broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with
them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are
arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.

Rom 11:25:27 25 ¶ For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you
be wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness
of the Gentiles has come in334; 26 and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "The
Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob." 27 "And this is My
covenant with them, When I take away their sins."

1Cor 2:8 8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood335; for if they had
understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;

1Cor 2:14 14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually336 appraised.

1Cor 4:6 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for
your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written337, so that no one of you
will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.

1Cor 14:29 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment338.
1Cor 15:1-4 ¶ Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which
also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the
word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 ¶ For I delivered to you as of first
334

Rom 11:25--God will revive national Israel and bring them to faith at the end of the age - when the fullness of
Gentiles has come in. The fullness of Gentiles doesn’t indicate the end of all Gentile conversions but has
more to do with the gospel reaching all the “ethnos” people groups (Matt 24:14). It is a timing indicator.
Undoubtedly Gentiles will continue to come to Christ and especially so when Jews recognize Jesus - until
the return of Christ.
335
1Cor 2:8--The enemy did not understand the substitutionary death of Jesus which made salvation available as a
“gift” to lost people.
336
1Cor 2:14--It is the Spirit that helps us understand the scriptures; their interpretation and application. It is a
spiritual operation. A measure of understanding is available to a non-believer but the implication or
significance can’t be grasped in its full measure.
337
1Cor 4:6--Handling scripture correctly, with humility will help avoid arrogance.
338
1Cor 14:29--All scripture should be rightly handled. Prophetic input should be carefully judged before accepted
and is temporal in nature not eternal as the written scriptures which are the final authoritative voice (Rev
22:18) on prophetic input.
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importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,339

1Cor 15:22-26 ¶ 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each
in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 24 then
comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished
all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under
His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death340.

1Cor 15:36-54 36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies341; 37 and
that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat
or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a
body of its own. 39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh
of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and
earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. 41
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for
star differs from star in glory. 42 ¶ So also is the resurrection of the dead342. It is sown a
perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it
is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual
body343. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written, "The first
man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the
spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is from the earth, earthy;
the second man is from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the
heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 ¶
Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment,
339

1Cor 15:1--This is the gospel in a nutshell. Jesus died for our sin, in our place, and rose from the dead, victorious,
the first fruit of what God intends for all who say yes to Him. You must receive the message and Him who
authored it (engage), stand in it (believe it) and hang on to it (endure) forever.
340
1Cor 15:24--Jesus will deliver the kingdom to His Father after abolishing all rule and establishing the reign of the
saints for a 1,000 years and after death is eliminated in the final judgment Rev 20:11
341
1Cor 15:36--The death we need is not just a physical death which is inevitable, but the spiritual death to the
fleshly nature. We choose to die to daily. As Paul said, “I die daily (verse 30).”
342
1Cor 15:42--The bodies we receive will differ in glory as the suns in the universe vary in glory. The kind of
spiritual seed will make a difference. It is about faithfully sowing wholeheartedly what you have (parable
of the talents) not what you do not have. The “two talent” saint is not called to become a “five talent” saint
but to faithfully and fully enter into being a “two talent” saint and be completely satisfied with that calling
even as God is fully satisfied with what He has created. It is a sovereign choice not according to works.
343
1Cor 15:44--We will receive a spiritual body. It will be a real tangible body with supernatural power but a body
still. Jesus is fully man and fully God and hence fully natural and fully spiritual and this is our heritage as
well.
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in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable,
and this mortal must put on immortality344. 54 But when this perishable will have put on the
imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that
is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where
is your sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 ¶ Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your
toil is not in vain in the Lord.

2 Cor. 1:20 20 For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also
through Him is our Amen345 to the glory of God through us.

2Cor 12:9-10 9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected
in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of
Christ may dwell in me346. 10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am
strong.

Eph 5:14 14 For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper347, And arise from the dead, And Christ
will shine on you."

344

1Cor 15:53--Immortality is put on. Jesus is the model. He functioned in both the natural and supernatural realms
with His resurrected body. He ate (Luke 24:42-43), yet walked through walls (John 20:26). He was
recognizable. He was at home on earth and in heaven and He will reign in both. The last trumpet is taken
as the last trumpet in the series mentioned in the book of Revelation. This implies that the earthly saints
will not be raptured to meet the heavenly saints and Jesus until 1,260 days after the antichrist receives
authority (Rev 13:5). When his authority is removed, Jesus and all the saints will process through the sky
and land in Bozrah and begin their march on Jerusalem, freeing enslaved Jews, defeating opposition armies
that stand in the way leading to the capture of the false prophet and antichrist who are sent to the lake of
fire. This will be accomplished in the 30 days between 1,260 and 1,290 days that Daniel identifies (Dan
12:11). It will also be the time of the bowl judgments that fall on the antichrist’s kingdom. A 45 day period
of transition to the earthly kingdom of Jesus follows. This is the 1,335 days that Daniel mentions (Dan
12:12).
345
2Cor 2:20--The amen or agreement with God.
346
2Cor 12:9--Paul’s teaching on weakness is not based on a single passage. However, the principle is critical to
living. Voluntary weakness--fasting, giving, study, prayer, devotion and everything that builds the kingdom
of God rather than the kingdom of self, is first commandment Christianity (Matt 22:37). It permits the full
expression of God’s power through us and will keep the spirit of the age at bay and posture our hearts to
receive from the Lord. It is a dimension of wilderness Christianity and a protection from the spirit of
seduction and sensuality of the last days. See comments on Hos 2, Rev 18.
347
Eph 5:14--Sleep needs to be interrupted especially if it is the sleep of dead devotion or no devotion at all.
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Col 2:18 18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and
the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his
fleshly348 mind,

1Thes 4:13-5:11 ¶ But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the
coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain349shall be caught
up350together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be
with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 5:1 ¶ Now as to the times and
the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves
know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are
saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come351upon them suddenly like birth pangs
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that
the day should overtake you like a thief352; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are
not of night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 7
For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But
since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a
helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath353, but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep,

348

Col 2:18--The flesh can be a source of revelation. Hence the need to be grounded in the scriptures.
1Thes 4:17--The saints of old who come with Jesus in the air will receive their resurrected bodies and then those
saints who are alive at the time will be caught up into the air and receive their resurrected body too.
350
1Thes 4:17--The Latin word for this verb is where the term ‘rapture’ comes. For many scholars, the idea of a
rapture is not in question but the timing of it in relation to the judgments described in Revelation. This has
caused lots of debate. The premise in this study is that the rapture comes at the 7 th trumpet. It will not be
secret nor a surprise to those faithful who are watching.
351
1Thes 5:3--The ‘they’ is probably a general reference to people who don’t know Jesus and they will be surprised!
Somehow the world misses the revival and the signs and wonders amazing as they are. Such is the power of
deception.
352
1Thes 5:4--Darkness is not an issue for believers. They should know a great deal about the “end times” events.
It is the earth dwellers who will ultimately be surprised like those who suffer loss at the hands of a thief. A
believer who is surprised hasn’t been watching.
353
1Thes 5:9--Believers will go through the seals and trumpets but not the bowls. The bowls are described as the
“wrath of God” (Rev 15:1). The judgment target is those who don’t believe – “those who afflict you.” As
with the judgments of Moses, God is able to perfectly target unbelievers while protecting Israel. It is the
Goshen effect. There is no collateral damage with God. He will, however, challenge unbelief as He did
with Israel. The bowls target the antichrist’s kingdom, its center (Babylon) and all of its power base, its
infrastructure and all its adherents who have taken the mark of the beast.
349
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we may live together with Him. 11 Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another,
just as you also are doing.

2Thes 1:5-10 ¶ This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is
only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are
afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution354 to those who do not know God and to those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 And these will pay the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He
comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.

2Thes 2:1-12 ¶ Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you may not be quickly shaken from your
composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect
that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come
unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction355,
4
who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes
his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5 Do you not remember that while
I was still with you, I was telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so
that in his time he may be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he
who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way356. 8 And then that lawless one will
be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the
2Thes 1:8--Christ’s return will bring eternal punishment to those who don’t know Him.
2Thes 2:3--The antichrist declaration will be preceded by a “falling” away. The word indicates that these are not
those who never made a sincere commitment, or imposters who were in some way trying to trick the
system. These are real believers who leave the faith. The apostasy or noteworthy departure from the faith
will occur in the first 3 ½ years before the revelation of the antichrist occurs at the beginning of the last 3
½. Falling away will continue but won’t be as noteworthy. Leaving the faith happens today and will happen
in the last years (second 3 ½ years) as well but today’s levels will not be as remarkable as in the “apostasy”
of that hour. God will destroy Laodicean Christianity. Those who will not have passion for Jesus will leave.
Those who haven’t cultivated (Mark 4:25) are in jeopardy. The unproductive soil will be effective. Satan
will capture some seed. The shallow soil and the weeds will claim other seed. The antichrist declaration at
the midpoint of the seven year agreement with death will be a clear “time” marker and tie together other
time prophecies.
356
2Thes 2:7--One suggestion for what is holding back the antichrist can be found in Daniel. When Michael
“arises” in Daniel 12, it may be construed by the word that he is turning away for a season from his regular
role as protector of Israel. The Holy Spirit is essential in salvation and an unprecedented season of
salvation in the last days would not make sense without the Holy Spirit. He is not the One being removed.
The “he who restrains” is masculine. The “he who is taken out of the way” is neuter in gender. So the text
remains uncertain.
354
355
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appearance of His coming; 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan,
with all power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those
who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth 357so as to be saved. 11 And for this
reason God will send upon them a deluding influence358so that they might believe what is false,
12
in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in
wickedness.

2Tim 2:15 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need
to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth359.

2Tim 3:1-9 ¶ But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
4
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 5 holding to a
form of godliness360, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 6 For
among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with
sins, led on by various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth. 8 And just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth,
men of depraved mind, rejected as regards the faith. 9 But they will not make further progress; for
their folly will be obvious to all, as also that of those two came to be.

357

2Thes 2:10--The love of Jesus, who is truth, the ultimate Word, and following Him (building relationship) is
critical for salvation. Salvation that isn’t cultivated can erode (Mark 4:25). It is the antidote for deception
and seduction. Knowing, believing and obeying the bible, the little word that points to and defines the big
Word, Jesus, will be a huge asset in the last days.
358
2Thes 2:11--The deception of the enemy and the delusion from God will be a strong combination. Men who do
not love the truth will be easy prey.
359
2Tim 2:15--Rightly handling the word of truth is key and, naturally, it is a point of great contention among
believers who have varied approaches to “rightly handling the word of truth”. Humility will be an essential
quality. Honest believers will not want to go beyond “what is said” (1Cor 4:6) and will strive to hear the
text within its context according to the intent of the writer and listener and will be gracious to those who are
trying to do the same but end up with a different view. The humble are more interested in how they may
have misunderstood a text rather than insisting on their view. They are learners.
360
2Tim 3:5--The Harlot’s religion will be focused on sensuality or the longing for it with a veneer of godliness and
political correctness that hides “raw” evil. Yet there will be a form of godliness. It stands in contrast to the
“humble” and the “learner” posture of God’s children.
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2Tim 4:3-4

3

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting
to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their
own desires; 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths361.

Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses362 surrounding us, let us also
lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us.

2Pet 3:3-10 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking,
following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming363? For ever
since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." 5 For
when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long
361

2Tim 4:4--Men who do not love the truth will rationalize their behavior based on their version of truth. Of course
there is only one version of truth and it relates to the man of truth, Jesus. Those who have their own truth or
“spin” on that truth are actually embracing a “myth”. The enemy is well known for his “spin”. Note: those
who don’t know the truth as given in scripture will buy into some myth, legend, fable or fiction. Caution:
rightly handling the word of truth is important. Humility will be key.
Allegory is not mentioned in this passage (cf. Gal 4:24 in the NT). It is defined as “aiming to convey other
than the literal meaning”. If not used with care, it can create a story that was not intended by the writer and
in that sense may end up like a “myth” or “legend” or purveyor of some secret message. Twisting scripture
this way is a real risk in the Christian community. Subtle error is more powerful than obvious error. It will
trap the unsuspecting.
Parables, or dark saying tell a story to highlight a main thought or two. They too can be allegorized and
create a story that was not intended by the writer. Fortunately, those who uses scripture to justify an
unbiblical behavior or understanding, as most cults do, will be known by their fruits.
A further departure from the scriptures can be seen in the comment, “The Lord told me.” Like inappropriate
allegorizing that creates a myth, it allows the author to choose a direction or path that is not open for
discussion. They have not seen the Lord with their natural eye nor heard the Lord speak audibly to their
natural ears – both of which God does, but these saints are listening to their internal voice. And God may be
prompting them to believe something or take some action but the internal message may actually have
nothing to do with God or may contain mixture. It may be the devil or fleshly driven or simply the stuff of
life speaking (Num 12:6-8, Col 2:18, Job 7:14, Ecc 5:3). There will be many sources of myth at the end of
the age and these will go “viral”.
Beware of a closed system. The Pharisees tried to create such a system. But “operating rules” without
relationship leads to a black and white closed system that can create a myth. God is love and operates
relationally and in that sense is unpredictable; not black and white. He is merciful.

When there is a genuine disagreement among believers, use grace. Be charitable. This approach will not be
characteristic of those in the end “who are deluded.”
362
Heb 12:1--The cloud of witnesses suggests a heavenly participation of saints although we are given no specifics.
363
2Pet 3:4--Skepticism will abound. Many will see nothing different in the last days than has been experienced in
past years even as God brings us to the climax of history. They will mock those who suggest otherwise.
The number of “mockers” will peak in the last days as will the Rom 1 “giving over” to a depraved mind.
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ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time
was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But the present heavens and earth by His word are
being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8 ¶ But do
not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away
with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will
be burned up364. 11 ¶ Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening365 the coming of the
day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will
melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a
new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

Jude 4-5, 10-14, 16-19 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long
beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God
into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ … 10 But these men revile
the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like
unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone the
way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the
rebellion of Korah. 12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they
feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds;
autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their own
shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever… 16
These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly,
flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage. 17 But you, beloved, ought to remember
the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 that they
were saying to you, "In the last time there will be mockers366, following after their own ungodly
lusts." 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.

2Pet 3:10--“burned up” may have the sense of being seared by fire – like a steak; not completely destroyed, but
cooked and blackened on the outside. In Greek literature, in Dioscorides (100 AD.?) and Galen: to suffer
from feverish burning, be parched with fever.) There will be a new earth (Rev 22:1). Presumably this
comes at the end of the millennium when the last judgment is complete and only the redeemed remain. The
earth will be like Eden or the millennium on steroids.
365
2Pet 3:12--The last days can be hastened. Since John noted that the bowl of incense which was the prayers of the
saints was full at the time the seals were opened, it may well be that our prayers may affect the timing of
judgment. If not enough intercession has been offered, there will be a delay. If worldwide intercession
goes up, the end may be accelerated.
366
Jude 17--The graphic description of some in the church is sobering. This is the Laodicean church (Rev 3:14)
364
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Story line
Assumptions
The big challenge is connecting disparate “Last Days” accounts from the Old and New Testaments to
form something of a timeline. Naturally, this “connecting” creates the largest measure of disagreement
among saints and some assumptions are needed to create a timeline. The graphic display provided at the
end incorporates these major assumptions.
Seal #1 is assumed to be an involuntary summons to a world war. It is tied in time to the involuntary
summons provided in Ezekiel 38. Presumably the Ezekiel defeat occurs early on in the war but this isn’t
required. Seals #1-4 are collectively taken as a description of World War Three. This war undoubtedly
has ebbs and flows to it as past world wars have had. The Ezekiel portion may be some months into this
final world war.
The agreement with death in Isaiah 28 is associated with the “firm covenant” of Daniel 9:27 that begins
the final seven years of Israel’s prophetic history. The one behind the agreement is taken to be the
antichrist or man of sin. We may not have public knowledge of this man until the midpoint of the seven
year period when he declares himself to be god.

Revelation 1-5
Jesus, in confidence, announces His last day plans in the book of Revelation--providing detail
that no general would ever reveal to his enemy. Such is the glory and power of Jesus. Despite
the rage of Satan, the folly of sinful men and the weakness of the saints, the Father’s plan will be
fulfilled as given.
After Jesus introduces Himself to His good friend John and provides His credentials in chapter
one, Jesus begins to address the seven citywide churches of John’s day. These churches are not
simply an addendum to a letter providing “last days” insight. The churches have real struggles in
John’s day that need to be addressed. However, more importantly, they likely represent the
general condition of churches in the true last of the “last days”.
Some churches will do well, but the majority step away in some measure from lovingly
following the master. And they are advised to repent to overcome and be able to eat “of the tree
of life which is in the Paradise of God (Rev 2:7)”. The first issue of the first church reviewed is
“lost first love”. In a sense this lost first love opens the door for all the issues that Jesus calls out.
It is the critical issue facing the church. Behavior can be corrected but the heart’s love must be
freely and exclusively given. The command to love is a necessary starting place but it must give
way to the heart to love. For this is how the Father loves the Son. It is His joy (cf. John 17:23)!
Jesus makes it clear to the seven citywide churches that persisting in the faith is critical, not
optional. Only those who overcome will be saved. The bar, in a sense, is raised for the “last
days” generation. “From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to
whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more (Luke 12:48)”. The generation of
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the Lord’s return will see stunning miracles not seen by any other generation and will have a
greater accountability. Paul warned the Corinthians. With great power will come weakness so
that the surpassing glory belongs to the Lord. Amos warned that there would be a famine in the
land in that day, not of food but of the Word of the Lord. The generation of the Lord’s return will
see both carrot and stick: blessings (signs and wonders) and pressure (famine) cf. Rev 3:5; Amos
8:9-14; John 14:12; 2Cor 12:9-10.
Salvation remains “by faith”. It is a gift received (Rom 6:23).
Overcoming is understood through the language of the bride. It is not performance or works
driven – external achievement or merit, but relational. Lovers get things done but it is a
consequence of being lovers rather than the goal. Consequently the thoughts of our hearts and
our secret times with Him matter greatly to God. Devotion in love grows confidence in the gift
received and strengthens faith against neglect and abuse and falling away (Rev 2:23)!
The command of God is to be married to the lamb, engage with Him, and stay committed to the
marriage. The will of the lover is the starting place. Ultimately the heart drives our behavior,
good or evil - weak in performance or accomplishment as it may be. Behavior is not
unimportant but it is the sincere contribution of a lover not the calculating effort of a skilled
dedicated professional (Rev 19:7; Mark 7:20-23).
Professionals work hard, accrue merit and are fairly compensated and are confident that what
they have accomplished will see them through to the end. Once professionals reach their goal
they may establish new goals or simply coast and rest on their accomplishments and retire. They
have earned it. Reward is closely linked to performance.
In contrast to this business model, lovers remain faithfully engaged until the end regardless of
success or disappointment. This is the nature of overcoming. In reality, performance will likely
remain weak while we are still in the body. The lovesick worshiper always wants more and
struggles with every missed opportunity and personal sin and will never be content to give in or
give up or simply coast. They are lovers forever! This is the heart of a lovesick bride.
Love will drive the end of the age! Lovers want more of Jesus. Those without His love will want
nothing to do with those who love or the One they love. In the end, the Lord will remove all
love’s obstacles.
The Ephesian church highlights the greatest peril – the loss of first love. The Laodicean church,
the last church reviewed, highlights the terrible decline of the church prior to His return. It is
lukewarm!
Paul describes the moral condition of the last days world as being very low – “lovers of self,
lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, scoffers … (2Tim 3:1-9)”. Jude’s list of some in the
church is sobering and not terribly different from Paul’s list - grumblers, fault finders, following
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after their own lusts; speaking arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage,
feasting with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by
winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted” and much more. Jesus describes the
Laodicean church succinctly. The depth of depravity is no surprise to God. (cf. Jude 4-5, 10-14,
16-19).
Intervention to change the current course of the church and world is required. God’s intent is to
shake everything that can be shaken to awaken the church; to get the attention of all men urging
them to look up, repent and discover His son and make a decision for eternity (Hag 2:6-8; Eph
5:14; Acts 15:16-17).
The goal is not annihilation of men and society as many fearfully believe but shaking to
facilitate decision for the future age and its King and also to disrupt the plans of the enemy. God
uses the least severe means to bring the greatest response for His son Jesus. He ratchets up the
pressure so that all that can be saved are saved. He is the bridegroom God after a bride for His
son Jesus. Hell is a place of regret but no one in hell has any desire to be with Jesus though they
would surely love to be free of hell. The only offer on the table is to be with Jesus forever. It is
about Him.
To the church in Philadelphia, Jesus gives comforting words. They persevere and Jesus promises
to keep them “from the hour of testing.” There is no historical record for an unusual work of
protection in Philadelphia. It is likely a future event promised to “last days” churches with
similar faithful perseverance and pursuit. Some cities in the world will become places of refuge
during a season of great turmoil because of the saints in those locations. Jesus doesn’t say how
many there will be or where they are located. They will simply be kept from the hour of testing.
After addressing the churches in chapters two and three, John describes the magnificence of
heaven. In chapter four we see the one like Jasper who is sitting on the throne in the midst of an
emerald rainbow; the creatures who cry holy and the elders who are gathered to worship. Night
and day the living creatures around the throne never cease declaring and singing.
In chapter five the Excellency of Jesus is revealed. Only the lamb is worthy to open the scroll –
the final battle plan for bringing the will of God to earth (Matt 6:10).
Each elder around the throne has a golden bowl of incense in one hand and a harp in the other.
The incense is actually the prayers of the saints and the golden bowls are full. Revelation 4 & 5
describes the heavenly HOP in operation. David was given a measure of revelation on the
operation of God’s house. Isaiah would actually call God’s house, the House of Prayer and
according to Amos and Luke, it is to be restored and fully operational in the “last days”
releasing and driving the final harvest and restoration of Israel and the judgments of God (cf.
Acts 15:16-17; Rev 5:8; Rev 6:9-10; Rev 8:3-5; Rev 9:13-14).
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The golden bowls are at the tipping point and reaching that point is likely part of God’s timing His initiation for releasing the “last days” events that John subsequently describes in the
remaining chapters. As Peter notes, “we can hasten the day of the Lord” (cf. 2Pet 3:3-10).
It is prayer and worship or what could be termed intercessory worship or Davidic worship (the
mixing of the bowls of incense with the harp) that appears to be a critical component in God’s
decision to release His judgments and sustain His ongoing plan. Golden bowls full of prayer is a
prophetic picture of what will happen in the generation of the Lord’s return. Jesus will have a
bride who prays – a lot. She has been given David’s model, a copy of what goes on in heaven
today. She is called into David’s devotion. The bride becomes a love sick worshiper filling
God’s courts with her intercession and worship; partnering with God on the outcome of His
kingdom; correcting the Ephesian error. Naturally, the harvest goes into high gear (Rev 5:8; Rev
6:9-11; 8:3-5; 9:13-14; Ps 27:4).
There are seven seals that keep the battle scroll closed. In response to the bowls that are full of
the prayers of energized worshiping saints and in concert with His own divine timetable, God
gives the scroll to Jesus who will open the seven seal judgments. The final chapter of natural
history begins. He will remove everything that hinders love.

Seal Judgments – Revelation 6
The first seal is broken. The seals are sequential but the initiation of each can’t be firmly tied to
other biblical events or a timetable and the interval between seals and their length can’t be
determined. In the first seal, one of the heavenly beings in a thunderous voice commands the
rider to come forth. The rider, as commanded, goes out on a white horse and is given a crown
and a bow. This is an involuntary summons. He goes out conquering and to conquer. The crown
suggests authority and the bow suggests a measure of power. However, no quiver is mentioned!
This may indicate the pretense of power rather than actual power.
Ezekiel also describes an ancient enemy of Israel who is also forcibly drawn out by God,
commanded like John’s rider, from his place in the north to attack Israel in the “last days”. He
describes a coalition of armies - a short list of nations, from the north who receive God’s
summons to attack the nation of Israel The prince of Rosh devises an evil plan to go against
those at rest, living in unwalled cities, to seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take
away cattle and goods, to capture great spoil (cf. Eze 38, 39).
Daniel describes a Roman descendant who does what he pleases and exalts himself above every
god--a man of intrigue and insolent. "His power will be mighty, but not by his own power, And
he will destroy to an extraordinary degree And prosper and perform his will; He will destroy
mighty men and the holy people. And through his shrewdness He will cause deceit to succeed by
his influence; And he will magnify himself in his heart, And he will destroy many while they are
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at ease”). Antiochus IV Epiphanes (215 BC – 164 BC) was a great prototype of this figure
(Dan 8:24-25).
Paul describes a man of lawlessness “who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god
or object of worship (2Thes 2:4).” The apostle John tells his flock that the antichrist (1John
2:18) is coming. The prince of Rosh who commands Ezekiel’s attacking army, the rider of the
first seal in John’s book of Revelation, Paul’s man of lawlessness, Daniel’s Roman prince and
John’s coming antichrist are assumed to be the same person in this study though there have been
other lesser types of this person in history, even as Antiochus was to Israel.
The angel Gabriel visits the prophet Daniel (Dan 9:23-27) in BC 539 and tells him that 490 years
or seventy weeks of years is the time set by God to deal with sin and to bring in “everlasting
righteousness”. Jesus deals with sin “once for all” (Heb 9:7) and “is” everlasting righteousness
(Heb 1:8-9). From today’s vantage point, it is not yet possible to reasonably account for the first
483 years historically though there are suggestions for how to do this. But Jesus is clearly the end
of the first 483 years, even if the starting time and closing events and time are obscured.
What appears to be clear, however, is that one week of years is yet to be fulfilled. Nothing in
history resembles what Gabriel describes for the last seven years of Israel’s prophetic history.
Therefore, it is still a future event. Rome was the legal agent that brought about Jesus’ death,
and a descendant of Rome--a prince, makes a peace treaty with Israel initiating their last seven
years of prophetic and natural history in the last years of the last generation (cf. Isa 28:13-22).
There is plenty of speculation as to whom this descendant will be. His identity is unknown today.
Likewise, how this agreement with Israel will be made and when or even whether it immediately
becomes public knowledge, is unknown Given the enemies preference for subterfuge, the
beginning of the seven years will not be publicly declared and most likely be determined
retrospectively from the midpoint when he goes public with his desire for worship (the
abomination of desolation events).
The antichrist or Roman prince and his confederates are forced to begin a campaign against
Israel even as Ezekiel declared and the 1st seal describes. God will actively drive the last days
through His summons! It is not a sneak attack of Satan. It is not his desired plan. Satan’s plan of
deception and incremental evil works very well today. God is not passive and will intervene and
drive the outcome in concert with His praying saints. He will shake the nations to confound the
enemy and release His purposes.
Ezekiel’s battle and John’s seals in this presentation are understood to begin at the beginning of
or leading up into Daniel’s seven years. They may have the same starting point or Ezekiel’s war
may lag behind some months. Other scholars place Ezekiel’s battle and the seals at different
points in the seven years or don’t relate them to the seven year period at all. The arguments for a
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“pre”, “middle”, “end” alignment of seals and Daniel’s seven years or “none of the above” are
not compelling. Time will tell on this one (cf. Eze 38-39).
As the attack progresses, God Himself will strike the invading army that Ezekiel describes. He
will release a great earthquake. The mountains are thrown down and men shake at the presence
of the Lord. He rains down fire and brimstone and the inhabitants of earth will be startled and
most likely seek for a natural reason for such a catastrophic event. No more incremental evil and
desensitization cycles leading to Satan’s desired outcome. God’s divine summons completely
interrupts Satan’s agenda. Ezekiel notes that Israel accumulates enough provision from the
invading army to last seven years. God has the details covered. He is truly faithful.
The antichrist survives Ezekiel’s war and makes a treaty with Israel. The antichrist, having
suffered an unsolicited and untimely loss at God’s hand, is forced to return to his strong suit:
intrigue and deception. He comes to Israel in the guise of helpfulness. Sadly, Isaiah saw this
day when the leaders of Israel would agree with death. They hope to be hidden from the
overwhelming scourge and can’t get their hearts around God’s desire for them. As Isaiah notes,
Israel will do what they have done in the past and they seek their security outside of God;
looking for a powerful alliance to protect them. The leaders do not recognize that God initiates
the attack in mercy to break the hidden evil tide of subterfuge and responds lovingly in power to
save! Nor do they see the bridegroom God breaking in to draw them to Himself. They choose
fear. Nor do many of the saints recognize that prayer is central to these great events and some are
trapped in their “worldly” thinking and need to escape (cf. Rev 13:3; Rev 18:4; Isa 28:14-15).
The leaders make a covenant with death – with the man of sin who appears to have peace worked
out or at least appears to be in control of escalating war. The antichrist’s promised peace has a
very thin veneer and the illusion is sustained briefly. His deception is profound and as Joshua
was deceived by the Gibeonites so Israel’s leaders will be taken in. However, God annuls their
agreement with Sheol and this man of death.
Before the Isaiah 28 ink is dry, God will likely break the next three seals in quick succession: the
sword to kill, famine and death. Taken together, seals 2-4 represent global conflict or world war.
What Israel fears comes to pass. The full measure of the scourge passes through the land. God’s
hand of national protection is lifted. Israel now begins a new season of suffering (cf. Dan 12:1).
Again, the Lord is forcing the antichrist’s hand. Satan didn’t initiate world war three. God does.
And Satan struggles to control the spread of war somewhat to help his deception of peace.
“Business as usual lifestyle” – Satan’s preferred environment, ends. The first round of global
conflict eventually consumes ¼ of the world’s population. Undoubtedly there are ebbs and flows
in this war as the antichrist skillfully maneuvers to gain advantage, influence and keep a measure
of control. It will be like Hitler’s war - not simply national aggression, but filled with madness
and senseless targeted death and savagery--secretly executed where possible. Darkness will
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indeed grow. It will not run its full course until the antichrist is captured and sent to the lake of
fire.
Israel has an initial measure of peace at the beginning of the seven years – begrudgingly given by
the nations, perhaps lasting seven months – the time period for Israel to bury the antichrist’s first
army that God destroys. And although this is not mentioned directly, they will be able to rebuild
their temple. This in itself will likely be a sign of the antichrist credentials to a deeply deceived
Jewish leadership. Meanwhile the antichrist rushes to rebuild what was destroyed when his army
was defeated, replaces some of his confederates and strengthens his coalition of nations (initially
10), thereby removing the last vestige of inner opposition to his rule. His mastery is steady but
does not go unchallenged (cf. Eze 40; Dan 7:7-8; Zech 1:14-16; Dan 11:40-41; Rev 13:7).
Jews flock to Israel in the early days of the “Isaiah 28” peace, believing that the messiah will
soon return and establish His kingdom. Jesus is coming but God has a controversy with His
people Israel and He brings them home for that discussion. The memory of God’s divinely
initiated victory quickly grows faint and Jews and Christians - the praying younger brother (wild
olive), are held responsible (rightly) for God’s actions in Eze 38 & 39 much as Jews were
blamed (falsely) for manipulating the financial arena to the detriment of Germany prior to WW2.
As a result, persecution grows dramatically around the world - especially for Christians that
stand with Jews. During the first 3 ½ years some measure of Christians fall away from the faith.
The scorching sun reveals the quality of their root system (cf. Isa 43:5-6; Mark 4:3-8; 2Thes 2:3).
The 5th seal is broken and God will add the prayers of the martyrs in heaven to the prayers of the
saints on earth. Prayer is clearly a driving and powerful influence on the outcome. The 6th
seal is cataclysmic and there is a clear theophany of Jesus and dramatic signs in the earth. The
seal causes widespread fear among the peoples of the earth and further cements in the minds of
men the reason for all this catastrophic activity – Jews and Christians. This event cannot be
readily tied to any other biblical event.

Protection – Revelation 7
In the first parenthetical section, John catches his breath and hears the unanswered question of
his heart. “Who is able to stand” under these circumstances? God’s prayer driven response is
swift and powerful. Just prior to the release of the trumpets, God calls and sets apart 144,000 of
the sons of Israel for Himself. Something amazing is happening to Israel.
These “sons of Israel” have a unique and close relationship to Jesus and go wherever He goes.
Zechariah sees a time when the Spirit of supplication and grace is poured out on a hard pressed
Israel - struggling to survive. The ongoing intercession of all the saints leads to the revelation of
the messiah with pierced hands. Israel is stunned by this revelation. Zechariah sees that this final
travail of Israel will be so disastrous for Israel that 2/3 of the people will perish and the
remainder would be further refined (cf. Rev 14:4; Zech 12:1-14; Isa 6:13; Zech 13:8)!
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Jeremiah looks forward to a day when God will lead Israel (all saints) in the context of
supplication. He carries them as they pray. He reveals His father heart, provides materially and
gives supernatural insight. Since God’s parenting stile is consistent in His family, Christians
should expect similar treatment (cf. Jer 31:9).
Paul notes that all Israel will be saved and their acceptance of Christ will have a much greater
impact than their rejection that allowed for 2,000 years of gentile conversion - the full measure
of gentiles coming into the family. This probably doesn’t refer to a day when the last “gentile” is
saved but rather a time when the gospel has been preached in every tribe with converts.
Paul describes this future incredible Jewish transformation as “life from the dead”. The presumed
impact on world evangelism (across all tribes), signs and wonders is impossible to calculate (cf.
Rom 11:25).
God also shows John a great company of saints who are martyred in the coming great tribulation.
Jesus tells the disciples that the last 3 ½ years will be a time of great tribulation. Jesus warns that
there will be: political turmoil, “wars and rumors of war (Matt 24:6)”; economic struggles –
famines and plagues; natural disasters – earthquakes, the roaring of the seas and signs in the
heavens. The personal characteristics given by Jude as well as natural disasters mentioned above
have always been present in history but in the last days they reach a crescendo both in number
and severity – again following the birth pang process (cf. Matt 24:1-25:46; Luke 21:5-36).
The stage for this last time period is being set. John is given an answer to his question. “Who
will be able to stand?” Many!

Trumpet Judgments – Revelation 8-9
When the angel returns in the second chronological section, the seventh seal is broken and there
is silence in heaven for ½ hour. There is a solemn gathering around the incense altar, the place
of the heavenly House of Prayer. It is a worshipful pause before the great storm from God
begins. He will add incense or power to the already overflowing incense (prayer) of the saints
and martyrs. The stage is now set to release the trumpet judgments in chapter 8 and 9 (cf. Rev
6:9).
The midpoint of Daniel’s seven year period is significant. Half way through – forty-two months,
or 1,260 days later – a Roman prince creates an abomination in the temple that causes desolation
or wide spread destruction. But in the end, the prince himself is destroyed and “everlasting
righteousness” comes in. Everlasting righteousness is Jesus and His kingdom. Jesus returns
1,260 days or 42 months after the abomination that causes desolation or 7 years from the point
the peace treaty was signed.
Paul’s description of the man of lawlessness who takes his seat in the temple and proclaims
himself to be God is likely Daniel’s abomination event or perhaps placing the talking idol in the
112 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

temple. This leads to the widespread, escalated destruction heralded by the trumpets. At the
midpoint of Daniel’s seven years, the identity of the antichrist is no longer subjective and many
“time” related prophetic events are finally understood. The day of Christ’s return is revealed and
Jacob’s trouble begins. Yet, a remnant will find rest in the wilderness and eventually the blinders
are lifted and evangelism goes into high gear through a believing remnant (cf. 2Thes 2:4; Jer
30:7; Jer 30:24-31:2; Rom 11:11-18; 1Cor 15:1-4; 2Thes 2:1-12)
While the seals bring world war and a measure of natural upheaval, the trumpets that follow
bring exponentially more destructive events – both natural and demonic, than the seals did. The
antichrist will have 1,260 days left. The shot clock is running. Persecution goes into high gear.
The first four trumpets set the tone. God adds to the incense (prayer) that is already on the altar
and judgments are accelerated. One third of the earth is burned up, one third of the ocean turns
to blood, one third of the fresh water becomes deadly and one third of the light of the sun and
stars is removed. Although this outcome seems to be beyond comprehension and surely
symbolic, it should be treated as clear speech and the full weight of its message taken to heart.
In chapter 9 the 5th trumpet is sounded. A demonic plague of locust-like creatures is released
who torment those who do not belong to God – those who do not have God’s mark. For 5 months
the unbelieving world are in dread of these creatures that cause intense pain but not death. The
6th trumpet sounds. The angel standing by the incense altar (prayer) releases four more angels
who in turn release another demonic scourge. This time 200 million demonic creatures are
released and they kill 1/3 of the world’s population. A full half of the world will have perished
by the end of the 6th trumpet if you include the one quarter that died during the seals - all tied
directly and indirectly to the prayers of the saints. Undoubtedly, Christians and Jews are held
responsible and the number of martyrs goes up. Even with the tremendous pressure of the
trumpets, those remaining on earth after the plagues do not repent of “their murders nor of their
sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts”. The crucible of the trumpets reveals the
dross. Incredible (cf. 2Cor 1:21)!

Direction – Revelation 10-11:14
In the next parenthetical section, (chapter 10 and 11) the angel provides John an answer to the
question of spiritual life during Jacob’s trouble or the 3 ½ years of great tribulation. Saints have
good news and bad – the sweet and the bitter. Although not specifically identified, the scroll that
John is commanded to eat likely represents the overall experience of the last days.
Joel refers to the great and terrible “day of the Lord”. He could have also called it the sweet and
bitter day of the Lord. The emphasis in the use of this phrase is more concerned with “content or
what is happening” rather than indicating a literal time period. Jeremiah refers to the “last days”
(Jer 23:20). It may be better to understand the “day of the Lord” or “last days” as a season of
some undefined amount of time that is characterized by the “great and terrible” or “sweet and
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bitter”. John gives us a good example of this. “18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you
heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know
that it is the last hour (1John 2:18).” For John, the presence of antichrist figures was an
indication of the “final hour” of history.
The last days is a great time of immense harvest and incredible wonders – hence sweet, and it is
a terrible time of destruction and evil – the bitter. God removes everything that hinders love and
pushes everyone to make a “for or against” decision for His Son. All that can be shaken is
shaken to the distress of many including some believers who are not ready and did not prepare.
The shaking of the great tribulation is calculated, incremental and controlled by God to achieve
His purposes. Even in the midst of catastrophic events, there is still some semblance of normal
life. People will marry and carry on commerce. Jesus tells His audience that if the days had not
been cut short, no one would survive (cf. Matt 24:1-25:46).
John is commanded to measure the temple he sees and also the worshipers in it. The plumb line
is being held up. God releases two prophetic individuals who appear to represent God’s kingly
(power to rule) and priestly (intimacy) leadership and they testify to the world. Undoubtedly
there are a host of other local prophets with the same message and they direct the people of God
prophetically during this intense time. It is not what you know that will be important in this
season, but “Who” you know and “Who” knows you (cf. Zech 3, 4, Zerubbabel; Joshua)!

Second Coming – Revelation 11:15
In the third chronological section, the 7th trumpet sounds. It is John’s last trumpet judgment.
Isaiah sees a day when a great trumpet will be blown and those who are perishing and scattered
will come to worship the Lord. Paul calls it the last trumpet. It is the end of the antichrist’s
authority. The 1,260 days are now over, the last vestige of Israel’s power has been shattered and
Jesus appears in the sky. He brings with Him the armies of heaven – the saints of old and the
angels, and begins a magnificent and visible procession across the sky. The saints of earth are
caught up in the sky to meet Him, are changed in the twinkling of an eye, receive their
resurrected bodies (rewarded?) and join His procession for “all eyes to see” (cf. Rev 11:15; Isa
27:12; Rev 1:7; 1Cor 15:52; Dan 12:7; 1Cor 15:22-26; 1Cor 15:36-54; 1Thes 4:13-5:11, Rev
11:18)!
The saints now function in the spiritual and natural realms interchangeably. Even with 1-2
billion in His army, it takes a measure of time to allow all eyes to see Him. At the end of His
processional, Jesus begins His march to His throne. Isaiah sees One majestic in His apparel
marching through Bozrah (south Jordan) on His way to Jerusalem - coming to Israel’s rescue;
freeing imprisoned Jews, finding Jews in hiding and slaughtering His enemies. It is bloody not
antiseptic (cf. Isa 63:1-5; Rev 12).

114 | L a s t T h i n g s S c r i p t u r e s

Version 2018

The nations are further enraged at Jesus and John is given the reason for Jesus’ strong
confrontation in the next parenthetical section (chapter 12 - 14).

Confrontation – Revelation 12-14
David is amazed that the nations raged and plot vain things against God’s anointed. He sees a
time when God crushes the leaders of the nations that oppose God’s anointed. It is the serpent or
Satan himself who will be behind the antichrist. He caused the defection of 1/3 of heaven’s
angels and plotted the death of Jesus at His first coming. Jesus, of course, laid His life down
freely. It was never taken from Him. The enemy failed to understand the ramifications of Jesus’
death. Presumably, at the time of the abomination, Satan and his angels are expelled from the 2nd
heaven and will be confined to the earth. Heaven will be open and Jacob’s ladder will be fully
operational without resistance (cf. Psa 2; Psa 110:6; Dan 10:13; 1Cor 2:8; Rev 12:9).
John discovers that Satan accuses the brethren day and night. God’s heavenly courts are open
around-the-clock to receive accusations and are open as well to receive testimonies or godly
declarations and the praise of the saints. Satan has had freedom to enter the courts day and night
to make his case while his kingdom runs interference in the 2nd heaven. He is not summarily
thrown out for daring to come before the King. The church, however, has been reluctant to press
through the opposition and testify in God’s courts during the late watches of the night. She has
ceded this territory to the enemy and he has effectively trespassed.
King David’s counsel on the house of prayer is helpful. It may well be that Satan is thrown out
because the Bride takes her rightful place in the Bridegroom’s courts day and night.
Consequently a further measure of Satan’s power base is eroded and simultaneously the praying
saints realize an increase in their anointing – the heavens are opening and opposition is failing.
Satan is no longer free to vomit up his accusations and interfere with the revelations of heaven as
he did with Daniel.
Persecution increases dramatically but protection increases too. As noted, a portion of Israel is
protected for 1260 days in the wilderness. It may well be like the wilderness wandering of the
nation of Israel when they left Egypt. They moved about at the command of God through Moses
and God provided manna from heaven and water from the rocks. Their clothes did not wear out
and they had divine health. Undoubtedly, the wilderness time will be like Goshen during the
plagues of Egypt. It was divinely protected from the worst of the plagues. It will also be a time of
wooing. (cf. Rev 12: 14; Hos 2:14-20; Hos. 12:13).
Undoubtedly, the cities of refuge, like Philadelphia of John, will experience God’s provision in
spite of the enemy’s economic stranglehold (cf. Rev 13:17).
Satan gives his full authority to the beast or antichrist. The antichrist’s government is extensive
and gripping although as mentioned previously, not without challenge. No nation will escape.
No commerce is allowed among those who do not declare allegiance to him. His followers
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freely and willingly take his mark even as believers align with Jesus and have His mark. The
antichrist sets up his religious structure and appoints a religious figure to officiate. John
identifies him as the false prophet. The deception will be intense. The false prophet has his own
wonders – even calling down fire! He creates an idol that talks and it presumably will be housed
in the now defiled temple. Martyrdom reaches its peak under this evil influence.
John sees the coming cosmic “last days” events. We are given a window into the relationship of
the church and Israel. John’s comments are helpful (cf. Rev 12:1-17).
John sees a male child in Revelation 12:5. It represents a male child and should be taken at face
value. This portion is clear speech. The male child is caught up to the throne of God. He rules the
nations. Understanding who this “male child” might be is somewhat straightforward. John quotes
from Psalm 2, a messianic Psalm. The male child who is caught up to God and rules with a rod
of iron is the greater David, the messiah, Jesus.
Knowing that Jesus is involved makes the rest of this section easier to understand. Each piece of
the puzzle that is solved makes subsequent pieces easier to solve just like a board puzzle. The
woman who bore Jesus takes more work. Jesus’ natural mother is Mary. In John’s account, the
woman who bore Jesus escapes to the wilderness where she stays for 1,260 days, or 42 months.
Notice that the time framework is the same as Daniel’s. There is no record that the historical
Mary ever needed to do this, so the woman is probably symbolic but symbolic of what? (cf. Dan
9:24-27).
Mary is, of course, Jewish and may represent Israel – the woman who gave us the Messiah. The
term “woman” is used by Jeremiah as a synonym for Israel (Jer 3:20) so this association is quite
possible. This is further confirmed in verse 1. The woman is described as “clothed with the sun,
and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.” John is again alluding to
an Old Testament story. Joseph, Jacob’s son, has a dream. He sees the sun, the moon, and eleven
stars bowing down to him. It is a reference to his mom and dad and eleven other brothers. His
literal father Israel, formerly Jacob, understands that the dream refers to his family – the very
kernel of the nation of Israel. Jacob had twelve sons. The woman in this passage is national Israel
(cf. Gen. 37:9).
“13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman
who gave birth to the male child.14 But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the
woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time
and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent (Rev. 12:13-14)”. As with Mary,
there is no historical record of Israel’s descendants being protected for 42 months (time and
times and half a time) and flying to the wilderness. It must be a yet future event. The time period
is taken as clear speech.
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The persecution of Jews in this last day’s account is clear. But Satan cannot take out the woman
though it is his clear intent “17 So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make
war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony
of Jesus” (Rev. 12:17). National Israel gave us Jesus and He adopted us into His family. Satan
hates those who love Jesus and are linked to the woman. Those who love Jesus and obey Him—
Christians—are the offspring of the woman! It is a family affair, whether they are natural or wild
branches they too are persecuted in this coming period. By extension, Christians in some
measure participate in the glory when “all Israel is saved” (cf. Rom 11:25:27; Rom 11:11-18).
The saints are triumphant not fearful and cowering. They stand their ground in faith, declare
Jesus and die well. This is not the story of one or two saints but the whole family of God is
incredibly and supernaturally bold in this period. Some saints are dramatically delivered from
death and others are dramatically given over to death; bold in life and bold in death. This
provision of boldness is supernatural. God drives the outcome! Satan’s kingdom is crumbling
(cf. Rev 12:11; Psa 91; Mark 13:1-36).
Joel promises a great revival that will be in full swing across the nations and in Israel itself
during this period of calamity. The glory and breadth of it eclipses the events of Acts 2. The
early signs of an amazing harvest are already here but it will grow as God ratchets up the
pressure and hits high gear in the last 3 ½ years of natural history. Extraordinary miracles and
unprecedented conversions dominate.
Paul tells the Thessalonians that the deception and seduction of the antichrist is profound. God
Himself would even add strength to it by sending a deluding influence to those who do not love
the truth. The dividing line between those saved and those lost becomes increasingly stark and
well defined and antagonism between the two escalates. Lukewarm Christianity disappears. It is
drawn into greater compromise and eventual destruction -- unless it repents and is drawn into
glorious obedience (cf. 2Thes 2:10; 2Tim 4:3-4; Rev 18:4).
Christ’s army of dedicated Jewish believers is gathered to mount Zion and an eagle makes a final
gospel pitch to confront sinners. An angel comes from the temple and begins the harvest: first
those that belong to Jesus, moving them out of the way as John is shown and then those who
have taken the mark of the beast are drawn into the winepress of the final battle for Jerusalem.
God’s violent confrontation is the only option. Those who willingly take the mark of the beast
go to the lake of fire. The last stand of the enemy unfolds (cf. Rev 11:15).

Bowl Judgments – Revelation 15-16
The fourth chronological section picks up the story again in chapter fifteen and sixteen. The
saints of all ages are with Jesus and they land in Bozrah and begin their march on Jerusalem. The
removal of everything that hinders love begins in earnest. God sends the angels to pour out the
bowls of wrath. The bowls are incredibly severe. Those with the mark of the beast develop
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malignant sores. The sea becomes blood. The rivers and springs become blood. The atmosphere
is altered and the sun scorches men. Palpable and painful darkness overwhelms the throne of the
beast. The armies of the survivors are drawn to the final battle of Jerusalem or Armageddon even
as Jesus and the saints march on Jerusalem. Unlike Ezekiel, all the surviving nations are
deceived and march to battle. And a last and great earthquake occurs. It is so severe that all the
cities of the nations including Babylon, the symbolic capital of the antichrist, collapse. The
mountains of the earth disappear - except Mount Zion which rises and is now the highest in the
earth.
Daniel speaks of another time period that begins at the time of the abomination - 1,290 days. The
antichrist clearly loses his authority at the 1,260 day mark when Jesus appears in the sky. The
following 30 day period is perhaps best explained as the time of the bowls. Most alive at the
time would not be able to survive under the bowl judgments beyond 30 days. The final
campaign, the battle of Jerusalem or Armageddon will likely take place during this 30 day
period.

Seduction – Revelation 17-18
In the next parenthetical section, John is given the reason for such a crushing earthquake that
destroys the world infrastructure.
At the midpoint of Daniel’s week, the antichrist and his confederates turn and destroy the global
false religion of sensuality and the false justice movement; and presumably all the other
temporary false religions (Hinduism, Islam, Shintoism etc.): demanding worship for himself
alone. Satan will not share his glory with anyone – real or imagined. No more cloaked
religiosity.
The worldwide religion of sensuality and “feel good” religion serves its purpose-- the seduction
of men and women, whether over real objects of desire or lusts of the heart or imaginations of
the mind. It intoxicates and few resist its pull and charm. Christians who have been drawn in
and not yet seen its imminent demise and theirs are urged to leave it behind. This religion has
killed true believers in the past and continues to kill them (cf. Rev 18:4).
The antichrist replaces this religion with his mandatory worship. Immorality and sensuality don’t
disappear. They are still Satan’s drug of choice to control his kingdom. Its administrative center
is in Babylon but operates around the world. The two versions of demonic idolatry--the push
into sensuality and the final direct worship of the antichrist is like leprosy that has impregnated a
building stone and is beyond remedy. Only a complete destruction of the infrastructure – all the
cities of the earth, eradicates it. Simple cleansing won’t work. A new heaven and earth is
required (cf. Lev 14:43-46; Isa 24:1-6).
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Triumphal Entry – chapters 19-21:8
In the last chronological section, Jesus reaches Jerusalem and defeats the remaining antagonistic
armies including the armies from the east who were summoned by the demonic host. Jesus is
invited in as King. The beast and the false prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire
and Satan is bound for a 1,000 years. The opposing armies and their camps are destroyed (cf.
Matt 23:37-39)!
Daniel speaks of one other time period that was counted from the time of the abomination 1,335 days. The antichrist loses his authority at 1,260 days and loses his army and goes into the
lake of fire at 1,290 days. This final 45 day period is likely a time of transition to the millennial
kingdom. Ezekiel’s defiled temple or its remains may be removed at this time since the New
Jerusalem has no temple. The saints, old and new, join Jesus in the marriage feast of the lamb
and then reign with Him in His earthly kingdom.
John includes almost no detail for this 1,000 year millennial reign but what Isaiah and John saw
can be tied together to provide a fuller picture. Isaiah sees the messiah’s coming government of
righteousness. It increases and has no end. David’s future kingdom experiences Eden- like
qualities and great prosperity. Isaiah sees the mountain of the Lord exalted above all the hills and
he sees many people coming to hear the word of the Lord. He sees people who no longer learn
the skills of warfare. The millennial period of Revelation 20 marks the beginning of the Eden
like conditions and eventual transition to the new heaven and earth (cf. Rev 20:1; Isa 9:6; Isa
11:6).
Those who do not take the mark of the beast and do not commit to Jesus prior to His return –
unaligned Jews and gentiles, are natural citizens of His millennial kingdom, though few in
number. Earthly conditions are radically changed. People without resurrected bodies live much
longer as they did in the time of Adam and their offspring multiply. Wild animals are friendly
with each other and with men. The land is cleansed and will bring forth its fruit in great
abundance. Israel will flourish (cf. Zech 14:16; Isa 24:1-6; Isa 54:1-4; Isa 61:8-11).
Since there are people entering the millennial kingdom who are not saved and others born in this
period, there is still a need to evangelize. Governmental institutions under righteous men will be
established. Presumably, civil society, education, agriculture, and even penal institutions will
emerge. Some who enter into the millennium as unbelievers die without Christ in the millennium
and some finally “see” and choose Jesus. John does not tell us how new believers from the
Millennium period gain their resurrected bodies.
Satan is released one last time after the 1,000 years is complete. In chapter 20 amazingly he
finds enough malcontents to form an army and attack the saints. God quickly answers from
heaven. The army is destroyed and Satan is thrown into the lake of fire. At that time God sets
up thrones to judge the dead. No believers are in this group. The grave and the sea give up all
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that have died without Christ. The book of life is opened, and judgment follows. All of this
group goes to the lake of fire.
At the end of the millennium when all impurity including death is removed, God will release a
new heaven and a new earth and the New Jerusalem (1,500 cubic miles in size) to inaugurate
what comes after the millennium (Rev 21:2). There is no temple in this enormous three
dimensional city for the Lamb Himself is the temple. It is not affected by day and night cycles
because the Glory is there and illumines the city. As to how this enormous city, the New
Jerusalem connects to earth, no description is provided. But Peter is told that in the end the earth
is cleansed by fire as part of its renewal. This seems appropriate since the New Jerusalem came
from heaven and will now be connected to the earth in the restoration of “all things”.
The stage is now set. God comes to dwell among men – literally! “3 … "Behold, the tent
(tabernacle) of God is among men, and He will tent (tabernacle) among them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself will be among them, (Rev. 21:3)”. David’s House of Prayer
footprint is unmistakable. The Lord will dispense justice from David’s tent as Isaiah saw. The
chronological period of the bible ends in Rev 21:8 (cf. Acts 3:21).

Reconstruction – Revelation 21:9-22:5
John is given one more parenthetical explanation at the end of the last chronological section to
clear up lingering questions.
It appears that the New Jerusalem may be unveiled in two steps. Stage one of the New Jerusalem
may actually descend at the beginning of the Millennium. The nations bring their glory to it.
Nothing impure is allowed into the Jerusalem. Since this restriction only makes sense before the
final judgment when unrighteousness is possible, it seems likely that the New Jerusalem comes
in some measure at the beginning of the millennium and not in one installment at the end of the
millennium. Details and timing are not clear.
In chapter 22 the bride and the Spirit make their final appeal to “come”. Amen.
Summary
There is still time to get involved and change a measure of the personal outcome. There is a
promise of help. Restoration of the HOP may need a bump to overcome the inertia of Revelation
3:14 “Laodicean business as usual Christianity and Judaism.” Contractions will provide the
necessary and effective bumps. But they are thoughtful and calculated bumps designed to change
hearts and awaken sleeping folks.
The enemy loves fear and is doing all he can to promote this in his media. Ignoring the signs will
not avert the pains of birth. For those who have totally ignored all God’s warnings and live in
complete denial, the end will be a fearful surprise.
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Prayer that drives God’s government, rooted in the House of Prayer, gains ascendancy and does
not drop off during the time of the last days. There are martyrs and the antichrist will have a
small measure of control and victory for a time but signs and wonders, supernatural provision
and a great harvest breaks out all around him, especially to those operating out of the HOP! The
strong man’s house is raided all over the world. John’s revelation emphasizes the account of the
collapse of Satan’s kingdom. Today’s saints seem to gloss over the growing glory of this time.
Truth is, Satan is an unwilling participant and cannot shut down what God is driving (cf. Rev
13:17; Psa 65:1-5; Matt 12:29)!
C. S. Lewis in the first of his Narnia Chronicles children’s stories may have provided the best
illustration of the “last days”. “The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe” takes place in a kingdom
where it is always winter and never Christmas. The kingdom is controlled by a wicked witch and
her control is iron fisted. But a fierce yet gentle lion Aslan, the Christ figure, is on the move and
the witch’s kingdom begins to crumble. Christmas comes unexpectedly but joyously and the
winter snow and ice begin their melt and signs of spring grow. The witch is still potent and does
all that she can to regain her kingdom and put the freeze back but it continues to slip through her
fingers. Spring has come and the creatures she has captured and frozen during her evil reign are
restored and enter the final battle against her. She gathers all her remaining armies and evil
confederates but Aslan handily defeats her nonetheless and the celebration that started with the
thaw and coming of Father Christmas goes into high gear.
Don’t run and hide! Look up! Your salvation is drawing nigh.
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